Patterson denies he
knew about donation

By Kathy Parrish
staff writer

Jectof the investigation,
} lied:

It's hard to ralse campaign funds.

But Oakland County Prosecutor L. Brooks
Patlj Lerson wishes he'd never attracted one large do-
nation.

On the alternoon of a fund-raiser In his honor,
Patterson’s office Thursdny spent two hours ex.
plaining $840 given to his re-election campaign.

‘The donation came June 18 from Farmington
Hills auto dealer Bob Saks, who had been ques-
tloned earller by the prosecutor's office during a
utility fraud Investigation.

Patterson's chicf assistant on May 10 decided
agalnst charging the dealer,

WIIILE ADMITTING he got the June donatlon,
Palterson denled he was aware of 1t until Jast week
when a television report linked the money to his
office’s decision not to pursue the utillty fraud case.

The prosecutor has threatened to sue WXYZ-TV
and reporter Vinee Wade for alandering hls reputa-
tion. Pontiac attorney Elbert Hatchett Is represent-
Ing the Patterson.

“Politlclans don't have much, but what they do
have and earn are thelr reputations,” Patterson
said, flanked by his wife and several staff mem-

13,
“I built & reputation, and in one night an irre-
reporter | that r * he

sald. . 4
‘The station sald it stood by its story.

PATTERSON'S ANGER was prompted by a tele-
vision report shown at 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. Wednes.
day,‘It dealt with an investigation by the Michigan
State Police and Detroit Edison Co. into charges
that some area auto dealers allowed thelr electric
melers to be “flxed” to save on energy costs.

Several newspapers have covered the utillty
fraud Investigatlon of 81 state businesses. Of 32 lo-
cated in Oakland County, nine of those belng inves-
tlgated were auto dealershlps.

"Of 44 target suspecls, two were charged in
‘Wayne County,” said Richard Thompson, Patter-
son's chief assistant. One {Robert Glllow) has the
case against himsel! dlsmissed in return for belng
allowed to plead his corporation (Action Olds)
gullty, The other {agalnst Saks) is pending trlal.”

Alter a year and a half Investigation, the Qak-
land County prosecutor's offlce decided in May not
to proceed with its cases.

The televislon story sald auto dealer Mechiglan
in June contributed $640 to Patterson’s re-clection
campaign, and eight weeks later the case was
drapped by the prosecutor's office.

Using the buslness name Bob Saks, Mechiglan
bought eight $80 tickets to a Hearns-Duran fight
Jurie 15 In the Silverdome’s Main Event. The event
was a Patterson fund-raiser,

THE TELEVISION report also clted a $5,000
contributlon from the Detroit Auto Dealers Associ-
atlon (DADA) to Patterson’s campaign for atate at-
torney general. DADA treasurer {s Marvin
Tamarol{, a Southfield Bulck dealer and also a sub-
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attended and savings you would never belleve possible.

replied:

‘The DADA contribution was “in the works a
long time" before It was actually recelved in No-
ventber of 1982,

@ In November of 1982 the State Police sought a
warfant against Informant William H. Jones, 35, of
Taybr, but the focus of the investigation didn't
shif{to auto dealers unti} later.

#'“Both the State Police and the prosecutor’s
offlee came to the some conclusion: that the indi-
vidml (Tamaroff) was not guilty."

© The $3,000 gift came from an associntion, not’

[ndlrlduals under Investigatiod. “I don't think being
par{ of an assoclation which happens to support
your candidacy is grounds for an apparent conflict
of iterest,” he sald.

*“The officlal side of an office does not know what
the political side is doing. That Is by design. What
typitally happens is that by accident someone spots
a nime (on a list of contributors) and says, ‘Hey,
we're Investigating that person.” ™

|

TEOMPSON SAID Jones pleaded guilty to a
charge of fraud brought by an auto dealer, Clreuit
Judge George LaPlata placed Jones on probation
for two years.

Patterson's assistant sald Patterson played no
partin the decislon not to prosecute. .

Thompson sald he and Michacl A. Izzo, chief of
warrants, decided there was {nsufficient evidence
to prove utility frand. He aald that they based thelr
declslon on the fact that informant Jones had
flunfed a polygraph test and that he had plended
guilty to obtalning money under false pretenses,
Joneslater passed another polygraph test.

Another factor was a'state law which grants am-
nesty to people involved In utllity fraud If they
make arrangements to pay their bllls,

PATTERSON SAID he was unaware of the cam-
palgn ‘contribution from Saks but would have re-
turned it immediately if he'd known the money had
come in, The prosecutor sald donations from people

{avestigated by his office or other agencies are re- )

turned to the denors.

““To suggest that T would risk 12 years in the pro-
sccutor's office and my personal reputation -
which up to last night was [mpeccable — and then
suggest I would take a bribe and then document It
{for all to know,” sald Patterson, adding that he
“wouldn't know him (Saks) if he walked Into this
room.

“T did absolutely nothing wrong or improper in
this case, nor did my staff.”

The prosecutor offered to take a lle detector test
1f Wade would publicly retract the news story and
publlcly apologlze to him, bls family and staff,

When the reporter sald he would report the poly-
grapH results, Patterson sald he intends to sue,

Asked If he would return the campaign contribu-
tion, the prosccutor safd he won't because that
would admit gulit.

“We will take our lumps on that but don't suggest
that had Input into any decisions by this office.”
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This Above All: Make Sure To Get Your Clinique Bonus!
it's ready now! “Above-All Choices”— five of Clinique’s most-wanted beauty
helpers for Fall ‘84— yours as our gift to you with any Clinique purchase of
7.50 or more. Two are the famous skin caretakers: Clarifying Lotion 2 and
Dramatically Ditferent Moisturizing Lotion. Two are tops for lips and eyes:
Glossy Black Brush-On Mascara and Heather Plum Lipstick. And one is a
Clinique spectacutar— Hair Shaper, the gef that makes hair instantly ..
manageable. All in compact sizes that smart women save for handbag and CLINIQUE
travel, Stop by the Clinique Counter soon and fet the Clinique Computer . . T nage
give vou a fast. free skin analysis. In Cosmetic Collections. i LN : -

Yo apply for an SFA chasge, call §33-9000, ext 309 in Troy; 336-3070, cxt. 361 in Fairlane,
Troy. Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge. Open Tues . Wed . & Sat. trom Jtam to 6 pm; Mon., Thurs., and Fri. 1119 pmi Sun., from

1210 5pm ¢ airlanc Towa Centee Dearbarn. Open Mon. thr Fiifrom 10 am to 4 pm, ‘til 6 pm; Sun. fiom 1210 5 pm.
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SOUTHFIELD TROY
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& 11 Mile Rd. Troy
Southfield

SATURDAY
October 27,

SUNDAY
October 28
2:00 Preview
4:00 Auction
SOUTHFIELD
Clvic Center
2600 Evergreen
Between 10 Mile
& 11 Mile Rd.

- Southfleld

FREE $25.00 Gift Certificates To All Adults Reglstering For
A iation To Those di
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TERMS: Cash, Check, Visa MasterCard and American éxpress )
For More Information Call Todd Busick 593.4225 -
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Williarm Lee, C.5.B.

of Washington, DC.
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Child Care Provided

FREE LECTURE - PUBLIC WELCOME
Spiritual Hope Fulgilled
in

Scientific Healing l

A Member of the Christian Science Board ol Lectureship

Thursday, October 25,1984
Fourth Church of Christ, Scientist
24400 Waest Seven Mile Road
Waest of Telegraph
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this New Years. And many ha

At First of America, youll find plenty of reasons to
celebrate New Year’, Both now and Jantiary 1st. \
It all begins when you start getting the best of the _present account), you'll recelve a bonus coupon for:

money market from First of America's

card at our automated teller machles

Substantial penalty for early withdrawal,* Bonus
+ This 20% rate 13 eamed only on the margpram annual contribstion of $1000 o more
On April Heth. the IRA rate will revert o the depostt.

Celebrate 26% IRA earnings :
) y returns
on the money market iow.

Better yet. when you open a new Investment Check
ing or Investment Savings account (or add $2500 to

a 20% rate on your IRA contribution.

Investment Checking and Investment T So drop into your nearby First of -
Savings accounts. } America office and open an Invest-

Both accounts pay current money ment Checking or Investment Savings
market rates when you maintain bal- ] . account. For more information, call us
ances of $2500. Both are FDIC insufed. toll-free, 1-800-222-1983. - ’
And both let you bank automatically R f When we work together, you can
with your First of America banking | |

NN SR start celebrating New Years with many
Lv ‘ happy returns now. .

£ FIRSTFAMRRICA.

WORKING TOGETHER YO BE FIRST.

s redeemable fot 20% tate only tf acoust remains open until IRA contribution is
when made between January 151 and Apeit 15th. 1088,
z!!lndlmuuhgdued . o




