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Charlie,

7. ARLENE, an attractive 49-year.
e old Northville grandmother,
- still remembers her flrst visit
to the White House Manor, 2
magnificent mansion situated on Nine
Milo road west of Haggerty in Novi,
More than 30 years ago, when the
house was still a private residence, her
best friend, Mary Ellen Crusoe, lived
there, One day the two teenage girls
were talking quletly in the south end of
the library. Suddenly Lhe glass covering
a large picture at the opposite end of
the room shattered and fell to the floor,
A started butler came Into the room
and angrily accused the girls of throw-
Ing something at the pleture, The girls
knew they hadn’t.

ON SEVERAL other occaslons, when
Arlene was visiting her fricnd, they
were accused — falsely — of opening
and closing doors, turning lights on and
off, and making strange nolses on the
back stairs.

Dld she belleve the house was haunt-
ed? “Well, 1 know we didn't do these
things,” Arlene sald, “and whenever I
walked up or down the maln stalrway,
I always felt llke someone was walch-
Ing me ~ when I knew there was no
one there."”

" A mald who worked for the Claude
Crusoe famlly denled anything unusual
occurred, “All large houses make
strange nolses,” sald the mald, who

a friendly ghost, haunts restaurant -

asked that her name not be used. “And
besldes, I don't belleve In ghosts.”

THE HOUSE has since been convert-
Into a restaurant. Waiters, wai-
tresses, the manager — and even some
customers — belleve that at Jeast one
ghost, maybe two, frequent the bullding
and mingle with the living,

But no one scems concerned about it
Some employees even talk to one of the
ghosts, whom they affectionately call
“Charlie.”

Arlene, who has caten there on sev-
eral occaslons and plans to contloue
dolng so, still feels she Ls being watched
and even followed on the main stalrs,
But she, too, says she isn't frightencd
by it

‘WHITE HOUSE Manor is a graclous
combinatlon of pre<dcpresslon New
England and southern Georglan archi-
tecture, Built in the late 19203, it was
the home of Charles Rogers and hiz
wlle, Harrlet,

After their deaths, the house was oc-
cupied by the Crusoe family for about
10 years and later by the Sinacolas,
who now live in Arizona, After the
Slnacolas moved in 1973, [t stood emp-
ty for several years.

In 1981 the Cervi brothers converted
it {nto an elegant restaurant,

The building stands en the original
homestead slte of the Thornton famlly,
Into which Charles Rogers marrled.
The old farmhouse was moved when
the new house was bullt; it still stands

‘Mr. Rogers is really a friendly old
fellow, We all call him Charlie and
acknowledge his presence, and we get

along just fine.’

— Waiter Richard Shank

just northeast of the newer, larger
structure.

At one time, the two houses, were
connected by a secret underground tun-
nel. It has been closed off and its en-
trances sealed.

Rogers made a fortune in the canned
milk industry, His father is credited
with the invention of condensed milk.

THE HOUSE always has been a
showcase, with Italian-inspired col-
umns, a wishing well and balconles.

It features pediments, pllasters and
cornices on the outside and band-
carved woodwork, thick rich paneling,
moldings and sculptured cellings on the
inside.

Beveled and leaded glass doors and
stalned glass windows add to the at-
mosphere.

Tts most arresting feature Is the
grand stafrcase [n the entrance room,
Ten feet wide, these stairs have cherry-
wood banisters on each side which
curve and rise upwayd to cirele the en-
tire second floor.

Rogers Is sald to have bullt this stair-

HALLOWEEN

way for the daughter he never had,
dreaming of leading her down (he
stalrs on her wedding day. Instead he
was blessed with four sons.

FINALLY THE day came when a
Rogers granddaughter announced her
engagement. It was planned that her
wedding would be held in grandfather’s
house, He would escort her down the
atairs to her walting bridegroom.

At the last moment, the couple
ecloped. It broke Charles Rogers' heart,
He dled shortly afterward — Nov. i1,
1942. His dream of the beautiful wed-
ding never was fulfilied.

In the three years White House
Manor has been a restaurant, more
than 30 weddnings have been held on
that stalrease.

Perhaps that Is why the ghost of
Charles Rogers sl lives in the hause,
Is it possible he s still longing for the
wedding that never was?

MIKE CERVI, manage and co-

owner, isn't sure, But he is sure that
strange things kappen there.

Late at night, after everyons else bas
gone home and he knows he s alone,
Cervl often bears footsteps on the
stairs, He hears doors opening and clos-
Ing. He feels a presence there with him.,

Many times he hax carefully turned
out the lighta before locking up, only to

see them go on agaln when he reached .

his car In the parking lot,

Several others also have seen the
light on the large, unused, third floor
tumn Itself on when no one was in the
building. .

SHERRY MIDKIFF, who tends bar
at White House Manor, tells of a dis-
turblng Incldent. A huge mirror hang-
Ing over the bar shattered although no
one was anywhere near it.

Cervi sald this has happencd on more
than one occasion. And the mirror
hangs exactly where the plcture which
broke used to hang when Lhe Crusoes
lived there 30 years before.

On more than one occaslon, women

customers have reported strange expe-

riences In the upstaira Iadles' room.
One woman Lnslsted that when she en-
tered the restroom, she heard someone
moving about In the tollet stall. Then

the tollet flushed — but no one came °

out. -
When she gently touched the door, It
swung open, Theatall wasempty. .
MIdkUE soid It Iso't unusual. “It
scems that bathroom was once con-
nected to the master bedroom, and Mr,
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Rogers still belleves 1t is his own,” she
laughed. =

RICHARD SHANK, known as “Cap-
" {0 regular customers, bas

ly two years. He i3 an authority on the
history of the bullding.

Fascloated by what has taken place
the:e,shukm;gmtmnyhmr_llm

b
learn whatever he can about the house
and its former residents.

He belleves that neither Charles
Rogers nor his wife Harrlet has ever
really fully given up possession of their
home.

Like other employees, Shank has
heard the nolses on the back stalrs, has
seen doors open and close myaterfous-
1y, has felt Rogera’ presence on many
occaslons,

SHANK BELIEVES, however, that It
isn't Charles but Harriet who breaks
the mirrors and glass, -

“Mr. Rogers Is really a frlendly old
fellow,” Shank. clalmed. “Wo all call
him Charlie and acknowledge his pres-
ence, and we get along just fine.”

atrick and Juanita Suchy and thelr
davghter Lealle, regular customers at
White House Manor, seem to agree
with thelr favorite walter.

“‘We like it bere,” zald Leslle, a sen-
ior at he University of Michigan.
“We're not afrald of ghosts, and the
food Is great.” .
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