The

armingion Gbseruer

a division of Suburban Communications Corp.

Onpinion

23352 Farmington Rd.
Farmington, Ml 48024

from our readers

To th

Steve Barnaby edilor/477-5450

O&E _Monday, Oclobor 20, 1984

Mopeds a problem? You bet

This week’s Oral Quarrel question asked
readers: Are mopeds & problem lu your
nelghborkood? If 30, what can be done?

Followlog are the responses:

Mopeds are a problem In both Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills, It’s not just the
children who operate them. The parents
are buying these mopeds without knowlng
the specifle laws which the children are
suppased to ablde by. I have made many
traffic stops and [ssued citations to chll-
dren who do not have the restricted opera.
;;an permit which they are supposed (o

ave.

We have such a problem with mopeds in-
cludlng bicycles on Nine Mile west of
Farmington Road that some day this paper
is going to report the death of many chil-
dren because of the stupldity of the city In
not liccdnslng them and keeplng them off
e road,

I think mopeds are a terrible problem In
our neighborhood. There are kids driviog
all over the place with no helmets on and
they should be arrested and not be able to
get thelr license unttl they are at least 21
years old.

T live almost dlrectly across from Ken-
brook playground in Farmington HIlIs and
T have scen every type of motorized vehicle
you can posstbly imaglne on that play-
ground. I have seen mopeds, three-wheel,
all-terrain vehlcles, groups of cars parked
right directly next to the baseball diamond
and then drive off right past the swing
area. Mopeds don't bother me qulte as
much as the snowmobile races that go on In
the Kenbrook playground every winter.
‘The response from the police has been that
they cannot catch them and they continue
year after year for nlne ycars now,

Yes, mopeds are a problem in our nelgh-
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borhood and I think the solution fs to find
the parents who buy the bikes for the kids
whoa are under 15 years of age,

The mopeds are a problem In our subdi-
vislon in Kendallwood I, I think it will con-
tinue to be a problem because I believe that
the police are alrald to tackle the problem.

Yes, I consider them a problem in our
neighborhood. I suppose we need more cov-
erage {rom the police, but anytime you call
to report the fact that two or three or four
are racing through your neighborhood, the
police want you to sign a formal complalnt.
All too often |t is your neighbor’s children
and you hate to get Involved, But in our
nelghborhood mopeds, all of these little
two-wheeled vehicles that these unlicensed
young klds are driving are a problem.

What is a moped? All these llitle two-
wheeled moterized things and if they don't
get them off the streets, I am golng to buy
my kids some because It is not fair that
they sit home and want them when other
kids bave them. All these kids are young.
Where are the pollce?

.
I bave seen small children walking home
from Wooddale and almost run over by

reckless moped riders from Dunckel who
hang around Wooddale paths,

.
Yes, they are a terrible problem. 1 tive in
the Wooddale area and I think they should

be outlawed, The children are always chas-
ing the younger ones.

I think we need a lttle more observance

by the police especially in the subdjvisions
where they screech late at nlg,h}t)qind cut
across people's lawns. Look at all the taxes
we pay, no protection at all.

Mopeds are deilnitely a problem In our
nelghborhood. I live next to a school where

- kids come to ride their mopeds and the con-

tinual unpleasant noise of a moped racing
by Is a real irritating problem. Of the lew
times 1 have tried to contact the police,
they have been very disinterested and un-
cooperatlve,

1 feel they should have to ablde by rules
like automobiles do. They should have
some kind of a license on them where you
can get the number from and then report
‘whatever you sce Is golng on.

Yes, we do have a severe problem If
there was some kind of a license plate num-
ber, as on a car, you could write it down
and report it. That way you don’t punish
those obeying the rules by labeling them all
bad.

T have to take my children to their school
playground when they want to play alter
school hours, They have been chased by
moped riders even in my presence. They
should have stricter laws and stricter
penaltics, not anly for the rider, but for the
parents.

Yes, we do have a problem. Glve the chll-
dren back thelr schoolyards to play in sinee
Farmington lacks parks.

Young moped riders should be required
to pass a test on the safe operation of u:elr
vehiclestbefore they get a license.
chitdren in our subdlvision feel uusa!e
walking home because moped riders al-
most run them over.
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As a veteran of three. Farmington Hills City
Councll campalgns and baving been quite involved
In the politics of this community for the last 18
years, [ have decided to take the “risk” and |
out regarding the City Council contest between
Marks and Sever.

Although political’ prudence suggests um
lence I3 golden ' 1 strongly believe that tim
come to substituto “political responsibllity” (or "ll-
lence"” and to bring out to the pllbllc view what ia
fact and what ia fiction.

Terry Sever, clty councl] candldau:. bas chosen
to promote hla credentials by downgrading his op-
ponent, Ben Marks, using innuendo and distortlon of
lactl. thIe nyproprhuly enough, printing his bro-

f “banallties” on yellow paper.

The Oclnber 22nd Issue of the Observer attempt-
ed to touch upon this “sick' form of campaigning
but many of the sallent facts were left out.

‘The blg issue in the aforementioned artlcle was
the percentage of voles recelved by Marks {(49.9
Flercenl) and Sever’s ¢lalm to the inaccuracy of the

gures,

FOR THE benefit of the readers here are the
offlcial figures of the primary vote: Total Votes
cost — §,124; Sever — 1,778; Marks — 2,555. If we
dledc 2,555 by 5,124 we Rave exactly 10.38 per-

Anouxer point of interest (same article) is Severs'
threat to run to the Election Commlssion for
Mark's alleged fallure to {dentify his letter to the
voters. Fact Is fact. What could be more of an iden-

a personal signal on
a letter that accompanled his polltical brochure
which was properly Identified in accordance with
election lawy.

In his campaign lterature, Sever has chosen to
compare hls stand on a set of issues, chosen by him,
to that of his opponent.

‘The comparisons, In my oplnion, are an unpro-
voked attack on his opponent’s character and integ-
rity, The positions that he has taken on these issues
could be quite Injurious to Farmington Hills and
therefore I'am compelled to speak out.

irat, Mr. Sever wants to sell our “proudest” pos-
sesslons, !he San Marino Golf Course, in order to
save a bunch of money. One does not
“conserve" hy l.ncrmnl.ng a “gem of nature,” the
San Marino Gold Course, to the crue} blades of a
bulldozer, If Sever’s reasons are strictly “econom-
Ie” then let us talk facts:

REVENUE [rom the golf course in FY 83-84 was
$195,000. Net profit is recorded at $80,000. In five
years the golf course will be paid for. Except for
total ignorance, why would anyone with “good com-
mon sense” put forth such a proposai?

Second, Mr. Sever opposes the November 6 ballot

Sever rapped; apology asked

question on a Charter Amendment, a sacred Ameri-
mmumwmﬂﬂw@tolmm

c Process.

lwuuld 1lka to say for Terry’s beoefit that when

u:u “ballot box" becomes a problem for our poten.

g Lb[enwlmdmdl:(m'mml:
In dire ly. I am very prou
mememﬂmwanVW
ers oo & “Tax Questlon.”

I candidate Sever |s suggesting to finance z $55-
milllon capltal Improvement program without the
inpnt of uzo people, then what's bacome of our “aln-

" candidate's long espoused stand for more
pwple {nvolvement In their local government.

, be says that he will “conserve and com-
trol" — What and When? Mr. Sever ran the Foun-
ders Festival in 1979, loeing considerable amount
of money for the Jaycees and the Hills tax-
payers several thousands of dollars ia pollce over-
time due to poor control and p!

surprised that the ‘“very neu-

Fourth, I am quits
-tral” grounds ol the llhrary did not escape Sever's

“In-depth” analysis. Obviously bhe knaws so Uttle
-mtmumm:pmmnmmm
the thousands of students that use the lbrary al-
most daily.

MnudeuuundolheuF Inm!thatmdty

F, and
1y with the Lib; Boudwwmiwnhud(et
My chnﬂermbomdnﬂ and within the mil-

hauutbvxindby
Fifth, Mr, Sever suggests that the city will be
best served by constructing the police bailding over

pol
& five-year period. For those of you who have kept
up with police bullding debats, you should know
that the police building cost has been reduced from
‘!N million to $2.5 million using the latest est!-

che’lldumwuhthenbmdm-

Le. lu!lm-ndchau.lnoﬂn;&e\od:ﬂallmpu—
dhmuudmch-pmdmwtuumm

fact that the cost

In my 22 years o{ beavy lnvolvanenn.ntbebuﬂd-
Ing Industry, I have never seen a building of this
size (very smail)

stages.
And last, since Sever hax chosen to compare him-
nell in the mmd nenuve wny punibh, o a salld,
this commu-

Nty.letmny&hmmrhbouhapmd
record of service and Involvement in this communi-
ty and be did not deserve the unprovoked attack on
his {ntegrity and his character.

With all due care, I request that Mr. Sever pub-
licly apoligize to Ben Marka and to all the people of
Farmington Hills, for his “political tantrum on yel-
fow"” has insulted all of us.

Joe Alkatech
Farmington Hills
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