Wayne to join Oakland in Vista

8y Tim Richard
stal writer

Splittiog along ractal lines, the
Wayne County Commisslon has taken
took the first step toward Jolnlng Oak.
land County Draln Commissloner
Georga Kuhn's federal court sult to re-
cover triple damages agalnst Detrolt’s
Water and Sewer Department.

“This sult ought { be pursued for the
benefit of all users, including those In
the city of Detrolt — not just western
Wayne customers,” sald Commissioner
Mary Dumas, R-Livonia, who proposed
jolning the ault.

But the suburbanite was unable to
convince black commlssloners from
Detroit. One, Arthur Carter, denounced
the sult as *just another attempt to
usurp the responsibllities of the city of
Detrolt,” likening the Oakland suit to
“Invading Saudl Arabla ta take Its oil.”

DUMAS' RESOLUTION was
9-4 by the commlsslon sitting as a2 com-
mittee of the whole. One member way
absent and one abstalned.

Seven suburban commissioners ~ [n-
cluding Richard Manaing, D-Redfc ord,

Stanley Rozyckl, whose district Is en-
tirely in Detroit,

Kuhn, who did not attend the mest-
Ing, sald In a telephone Interview he
was “tremendously pleased” that
Wayne County was jolning the effort.
“We now bave 98 percent (of suburban
customers) lined up to join the suit”

Detrolt has made 17 contrzcts to
treat wastewater of communities In
three counties, As Oakland draln com-
missloner, Kuhn administers four of
them, with 39 percent of the wastowa-
ter flow.

Wayne County has two contracls on
behalf of suburban communitles on the
Middle Rouge River and the northeast
suburbs. They provide more than 33
percent of the flow, A few Individual
communities, including Redford Town-
ship, have their own contracts and are
expected to Joln the suit.

Philip G. Tannian, heading a battery
of flve attorneys for the plalntiffs, said
the U.S. District Court would prefer to
see all customers of Detrait join a sln-

Oakland Drain Commissioner George
Kuhn was ‘tremendously pleased’ that

Wayne County was

Joining the effort.

‘We now have 95 percent (of suburban
water and sewer customers) lined up to

join the suit,’ Kuhn

said.

gle sult, “There are 17 coftracts out
there. Should you try to litigate thls 17
times or just once?" Tannlan asked
thetorically, indlcating the court would
rather try it once. .

THE CASE grew out of the celebrat-
ed Vista Disposal case, In which Detroit
Water and Sewer Department Dlrector
Charles Beckham and several disposal
company figures were convicted under
federa) bribery and racketcering laws,

Without clting an exact dollar figure,
Kuhn seeks to recover the amount of
Vista's overcharges for sludge haullng
under conditions of no competitive bid-
ding. Kuhn charges Beckham and De-

troit Mayor Coleman Young passed the
onto

Involved are 3,000 toos dally of sew-
age treatment plant wastes known as
“sludge.” Tannian sald, With 385 days
in a year, that amounts to nearly 1.1
million tons annually. The alleged
abuses occurred over 5% years, ac-
cordlng to Tannian's court complalot.
That multiplies to out more than alx
million tons.

I Vista overcharged by $38 per ton,
as -alleged by Comumissioner Hertel,
something lke $230 million in over-
charges could be Involved.

Suing under the Sherman Antl-Trust

pald to all the Plalntiff customers — up
04690 million, |,

BLACK COMMISSIONERS asked
that a decision on jolning the mult be
delayed until Detroit offlcials have had
2 msut 10 rés,

Robert . Frederic, Kula's *MeN

deputy and one of the attorneys In the
case, said that al Oakland'’s com-
}’m‘:!‘: ':t;u?:aw Y u'ézcﬂnm,
or the city, Mayor Young,

Vlmhmd ma other disposal compa-
nies have yet to respond,

The request to join Oakland's sult
was brought to Wayne commissioners
by Plymouth Township, which is repre-
sented by Wayne County in d ES
with Detroit. Ironlcally, although some
viewed the sult as a Detroit vs. suburbs
matter, several of the defendants are
suburbanites,

For exdmple, defendant Sam Cusen-
2a of Plymouth Township was a 50 per-
cent sharebolder in Wolverine Dispos-
al, Inc., and pled gullty o racketeering
activity last Jan, 19, according to
Kuhn's complaint. And defendant Wal-
ter Tomya :! Troy was an officer and

\ of Ml

Act, Ruhn Is asking triple damages be

OU wins grant for preservation

Concern that some Macomb County
archltecture may be lost to the wreck-
Ing ball bas led to a atate-supported
survey of those resources,

The sutvey s belng conducted by an
Oakland University team supported by
2 National Register Grant of $22,684
{from the Michigan History Divislon of
the Department of State.

OU just completed a four-year study
of Qakland County architecture also
supported by Michigan History Divi-
sion,

Directing the survey are professors
John Cameron and Jan Schimmelman
of the Department of Art and Art His-
tory.

THE FIELD wark is directed by
Joyce Himes of Rochester, an architec-
tural historlan and OU graduate. She ls

assisted by Shelly Kutchlns, a student
{rom West Bloomfleld. .

Cameron, Himes and Kutchins are
writing and producing a videotape of
their survey technigues. Produced with
a grant from the OU Alumni Associa-
tlon, the tape will concentrate on Octa-
gon House n Washington, Christ

in

THE CURRENT grant enables the
QU team (o identlfy, evaluate, photo-
graph and document Macomb County
buidlings constructed before 1935

A centra] storing house for the data
has been established in Lansing,

'.The center will serve as a resource
or he

Church Cranb

Maple Place and Terry Place in Au-
burn Hills, Meadow Brook Hall on the
0OU campus,

The tape wlil be available to QU stu-
dents, area high schools, lbrarles and
historical socleties.

Other area students worklng on the
Macomb project are Anlta -

tions, and Individuals Interested in
identlfylng possible historic districta or
in nominating monuments or sites to
the Natlonal Register of Historic
Places,

Survey sponsors say the informatlon

is avallable to planners concegned with
future development and will aid in en-
vironmental reviews, It 1s hoped that
Identlfying these historic sites may
help prevent the structures from belng
altered or destroyed and may open the
way for state and federal restoration
funds.

Areas to be covered include Bruce,
Armada, Richmond, Washington, Ray,
Lenox, Shelby, Macomb, Chesterfield
and Clinton Townships. Also in the sur-
vey are the citles of New Baltimore,
Richmond, Memphis, New Haven, Uti.
ca and Armada.

an, Bloomtield Hills; Sara Howell, Bir-
mingham; Carol Charlton, Birming-
ham; and Heather Brown, Canton
Township.
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A PROFESSIONAL ADMINISTRATOR
WORKING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT

[x] GEORGE W. KUHN

ploy posal and an
englneering consultant to Vista Dispos-
al, Other defendants are from Dear-.
born and Dearborn Helghts, Pl

COMMISSIONER Carter sald he
*'questioned the propricty” of Wayne
County jolning Oakland to sue one of fts
own citles, Carter suggested Plymouth
‘Townshlp file its own sult.

___(soneTNORSE

rsday, November 1, 1084 O&E : gm!é.\a FI6A

sludge suit ~

Rave o bring tha actom
ve to t -
“You are our atiyes

“I DON'T SEE this as any attack
the water department of tha city of Def.
troit,” m‘: Comx;!:-dm 1
Manning of Redf “Detrol ;
overcharged for services it did not geG
Thosa charges were passed on to usel
In the northeast and Middle Ronge sf)e

“Certain monies taken by thesd
sludge haulers bave been recovered 4y
the (federal) government. It's not a ]
flection on the executlve of Detroit,”
Manning said. He sdded that, If Wayne
County falled {0 join the suit, the
ered funds might go_entirely to
land and Macomb plaintiffs, with noth- |
ing golng to Wayne County -

“We're slmply jumplog on _a
bandwagon," objected
Samuel Turoer, D-Detroit, one of laj
four who voted agalnst joining the
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