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Mercy ‘5’ bests Blazers’ ‘2’

Junior Tersi Ford drives on Ladywood’s Emily Wagner durlnb Mercy's 58-50 win Friday night.
Ford scored 13 points for Mercy.

Enright
guides
Hawks

It may well be the very best football
team John Herrington has coached and
it went out in a blaze Friday night.

The Farmington Harrison Hawks,
the state's and area’s No. I team,
whipped Monroe 49-6 to cap a perfect
9-0 season. .

The Hawks' deadly.combination af
quarterback Vince Enright and Brian
Smollnski rewrote the Hawks' passing
records Friday. .

Enright completed 19 of 21 passes
for 292 yards and two touchdowns. The
292 yards sct a single-season passing
mark, The 19 completions is a single-
game record. And he has, unofficlally,
1,545 career passing yards — also a

record,
Smolinski, a junlor, caught nine

cs (a record) for 17¢ yards and two

TDs. His 48 catches this year Is a sin-

gle-season record.

THEN THERE was John Miller. All
this senlor Al-American did was rush
for 156 yards and score four touch.
downs. He scored onruns of 8, 4, 3, and
3 yards, .

Smollnskl’s touchdown passes were
of 8 and 29 yards.

Mark Meckleaborg capped the scor.
Ing with a $1-yard run.

Yet as triumphant a performance as
it was, the Hawks left the field in tears.
Early in the final quarter, word came
that Seaholm had defeated Groves, A
playoft berth looked impossible,

“It was very emotional,” sald Herr-

DT .
ART EMANUELE/statf photographee

By Chrls McCosky
statf writer

In front of more than 2,200 scream-
ing fans huddled into the Schooleralt
College gymnaslum, Farmington Hllls

. Our Lady of Mercy forward Amy De-

Mattia and her teammate Mary Ro-
sowski embraced at center court,

There were three minutes left In the
game and DeMattia had just fouled out.
Moments earller she had converted a
clutch three-polat play to give her
team a 10-point lead over arch rival
Livonia Ladywood.

“You don't have to worry about a
thing,” Rosowski sald to ber, “We've
8ot this one. There'll be no overtime to-
night”

They hugged agaln and DeMatiia
went to the bench assured,

And Indeed, desplte a furlous last-
ditch effort by the Class B

blocked a Ladywood shot inside, flred
an outlet pass the ball to Rugglero who
found Ford for an casy layup — boom,

m, boormn.

Ladywood, with the deadeye shooting
of Wagner and the gritty Inside play of
Govan (the two combined for 13 of La-
dywood's 17 firat-half points), managed
to atay even with Merey for & half.

Baker went to his bench, his Rolald
Brigade, and summoned Scott into the
game to start the second half. The'
speedy senlor triggered a 14-6 Marlin
spurt with five polnts, a pretty assist
and two steals. Instant relief,

A lesser team, down 3728 golng into
the final quarter [nsuch an

The Blazers came out with flre in
thelr eyes in the fourth quarter.

“The teams kind of did a litlle role
reversal In the fourth quarter,” said.
Baker. “Ladywood was the team press-,
Ing. They were the ones playing hell-
bent-for-leather defense.” .

AND MERCY was put in the position
of trying to play a patlent, time-con-
suming offense.

Govan and Wagner, held to just four
points in the third quarter, began to
{ind the rapge again. They pulled the
Blazers within five, 45-40, with five
minutes to play.

Mercy, behlnd the intenso play of

d — not to men-

dralning contest, would have raised the
white flag. But, Ladywood Ls in no way
a lesser team.

Rugglero an
tion DcMattia's three-point play —-
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state champion. Ladywood Blazers,
there was no overtime Friday night.

Mercy, for the second time this sea-
son, defeated Ladywood, 56-50.

“I THINK it was pretty obvlous to
even the most casual observers here to-
night that our five layets

C.J.

A

beat thelr two,” sald Mercy cungh Lar-
ry Baker,

And really, that summed up what
transplred. Mercy got signlficant offen-
slve production from five players. La.
dywood got it from two,

Annette Rugglero scored 15 points
and dished out § assists. Rosowsk} had
14 points, nine rebounds and aix
blocked shots - three of which result.
ed In three fastbreak baskets for Mer-
cy. Terrl Ford scored 13 polnts. Sue
Scott came off the bench to contribute
seven key polats in the second half. De-
Mattia scored flve points and did a
blanket-like defensive job on Ladywood
center Sue Lallberte.

For Ladywood, all-staters Emlly
Wagner and Char Govan did virtually
all the damage. Wagner scored 17
points. Govan scored 15 and pulled
down 11 rebounds. !

Of the three other Ladywood start.
ers, Lallberte was Ilimited to just three
free throws. Tracey Ladouceur scored
slx poluts. And Trish White fouted out
wlithout scoring a point.

“I thought our running game was a

key,” sald Baker. “Even though we
made successive turniovers in the flrst

. quarter, I was pleased that we made it

into a full-court game. I felt we'd still
have our legs i the fourth quarter.”

th teams like to play an up-tempo
game, but on this night, Mercy played
hare te Ladywood's tortoise.

THE TEMPO was cstablished the
flrst serles of the game, Rosowskl

Risak

HERE ARE THREE things a
Farmington Hills Our Lady
of Mercy-Livenia Lady-
wood basketball game can

guarantee:

® One close game;

® Two talented teams;

® Anawiul lot of nolse,

*Course, it takes a lot of people to
generate a lot of nolse. And this
crowd dld more than lits share per
person of cheerlng, boolag and gener-
at wailing.

The causc was a good one, of
course. If Ladywood won, they would
be tied with Mercy for the Catholic
League lead. Mercy would all but
clinch the champlonship with a victo-
.

MERCY GOT its wish. The Mar-
lins' talent was a blt deeper, and that
was enough for a 56-50 win.

This was girls' basketball, remem-
ber, Glrls playing in front of as big a
high school basketball crowd for a
regular-scason game as I have ever

The game won't get
much better than this

witnessed, boys inctuded. Some 2,200
men, women and children, alt
crammed {nto Schooleraft College’s

gym,

‘They stood fn the aisles and piled
into the bleachers, while the overfill
spllled onto the floor right up to
courtside,

WITH THAT kind of a mob, what
could you expect? Even if they are
two of the finest teams in the state,
such an emotional confrontation ls
bound to make those poor young girls
Jlittery, right?

Sure ~ that's why Mercy hit 11 of
13 floor shots n the second half.
‘That's why Ladywood, traillng by 10
midway through the final quarter,
fought back to within four,

One player sure to be overloaded
with pressure was Ladywood's Emily
‘Wagner. It sure got to ber, too: She hit
ber first three shots of the game.
Wagner ran the show with precision,
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Farmington defense
ruins North’s streak

8y Chrls McCosky
stat! writer

North Farmington’s bld for its first
undefeated football season since 1978
ran Into a stone wall Saturday —the
stone wall belng the Farmington defen-
slve line,

‘The Falcons shut down the Ralders'
normally potent ground game and went
on to a startling 14-7 vietory.

“The kids just played a whale of a
half,” Farmington coach

things they didn't want to do.”

For Kuick, It was a bltter-sweet af-
ternoon. After the game, he embraced
North quarterback Eric Engel. -~

“I hated to have to do this to you,”
Kulck sald.

Kulck coached Engel and numerous
other Raiders three years ago.

BUT KUICK couldn't ‘have been
more pleased with his team. After a
horrendous season last year, the Fal.
cons have won a divislon champlonshlp
and finished with & €-3 record.

“The kids fust did a great job all sea-
300, Kuick sald.

On the other side of the field, there
were tears. The disappolntment over
not making the state playoffs turned
into shock and dlsbclie{ after losing the
season.

ington. *Especially when 1 pulled the
starters out of the game In the fourth
quarter. It ::‘c. thelr hllhgx:e, you
now. The real]; great
football.” 7P

They certainly did.

Ncnh'; Kurt Gawlsy hauls [n a 24-yard touchdown pass from
quarterback Eric Engel in the second quarter Saturday. It was the
only offense North would muster against the stingy Farmington
defense, ..

I doo't know,” sald coach Jim
O'Leary, fending off the tears. “Maybe
the kids were just too high. We just
dldn't seem to have any intensity after
our first scoring drive” ., .

The Raiders first scoring drive
proved to be their Jast.

NORTH HAD excellent field position
throughout the first half. Early in the
second quarter, the Ralders drove to
the Falcon 18, But John Tureaud recov-
ered a North fumble.

4

‘The Ralders got the ball back at the
46 and marched it In, Engel, who com-
pleted 12 of 21 passes on the day for
118 yards, hit Kurt Gawley on a 24.
yard pass play for the score,

On the ensuing kicko!f, Farmington
fumbled. Chris Reed fell on it for North
and it locked as If the Raiders would
score again,

‘The Falcon defense, led by Tureaud,
Cralg Petersmark, Jim Latrd, Bob
Kaminski and Ab Hazen, was equal to
the task.

“We dld not do a very good Job block.

:ll;%‘do‘lury ul.hji ;o“ﬁ: ouemb}ve line
one & great jol year, but th

played bad today.” . i

THE FALCON defense took over In
the second half, North mustered just 28
{xcr::mmsgﬂg in thl;el:cand half, In

{1 e ers gal just 64 yards
rushing on the day. s v

Kaminskl picked olf an Engel pass at
the beginning of the second half, but
Farmington could capltalize.

Then eame the break of the day for
Farmington. On a (ourth-and-4 from
thelr own 37, the Raiders atiempted a
fake punt. Bruce Kelsey, who came up
with several key stops from his corner-
back position, wasn't fooled by the

Raider fake, He stopped the ball car-
rier, Pat Gallina, at the Ralder 27,

Five plays later, Falcon quarterback
Chris Green found Kamlnski in the end
zone for. a 10-yard TD and the game
was tled,

On the Ralders’ third offensive pos-
sesslon of the second half, they fum-"
bled. And Ka was there to
pounce on it at the Ralder 24,

ON THIRD and 9, Green hit Hazen at
the 2, Two plays later, Greea ran it In,
It proved to be the winning score.

North was able to gencrate just five
more first downs the rest of the way.
The Raldera did mount one last drive.
With completions to Buddy Pope and
Scott Knoll, Engel marched his team to
the Falcon 38 with just 2:20 left to play.

But on third and 10, Engel was
sacked by Tureaud and Hazen. Kamin.
skl batted away Engel's fourth-down
pass.

“It's been a long time since we had
win liko this,” Kulck sald,

Indeed. It's been a long time aince
Farmington has had a football season
like 1984, . .

And although the sesson ended In
tears for the Raiders, their 8-1 season
was exceptional,

“I'm still proud of the kids,” O'Leary
sald. “We won the Northwest Suburban
League champlnship and no one can

‘take that away from us. These kids

played bard, They did a heck of a lot
bott“ﬁ-‘ than agyone thought they
would*



