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Have you ever put up a shelf for dec-
orative glassware or a collection of
beer muga? Later, you load on books
and stereo oquipment — and your
shelves fall off the wall.

Most shelves will bave to handle
heavy loads elther now or later, 50 it
pays to get them up right the first time,
expecially wall-hung shelves that have
no floor support. Commercial shelf
hardware comes in types and siyles to
sult any need.

For wall-hung shelves, you face two
basic considerations; proper wall at-
tachment to support total load, and
proper bracket spacing to prevent
sagging shelves,

In general, the maximum safe span
for a heavlly loaded ¥-Inch wood shelf,
with no support at the back edxe,
should not exceed 32 Inches. Shelves in
enclosed bookcases with back support
can span up to 48 inches. Glass shelves
of %-lnch plate, such as typleally used
in medicine cabinets, should not exceed
about 20 inches between supports,
though much heftier %-inch plate can
safely span up to 40 Inches.

Screws turned into thin wood panel-
ing or plasterboard will soon pull loose.
Whenever possible, it's best to screw
shelf brackets into wall studs. This
way, the studs, not the surface wall,
support the load and no special anchors
are needed, Since studs are generally
spaced on 16-Inch centers, you can
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screw Into every other one and maln-
tain a sturdy 32-Inch apacing.

BUT STUDS ARE often hard to find
or may oot fall where you want wc
shell-bracket. Here you need
made speclally lur hollow vuus
Screws turned Into plastic sleeves will
support hundreds of pounds and stay
put mdeﬂnllely. Otner anchors mdo of
lead or zine are used

Metal utllity shelvlng. once n'.legnled
to the basement, now comes in attrac-
tive decorator colors, making it at
home In a famlly mm, dw. pul.ry.
home office and chil

These bolt-together Iln!ta, mmlsUng
of predrilled angle-iron legs and
lipped metal shelves, can be assembled
In minutes with only a scewdriver.
They provide fast, flexible storage
wherever substantial shelving s re-
quired. The leg angles have rows of
closely spaced bolt holes 30 the hefght
of the shelves can be adjusted easily,

Most metal utility shelving Is de-
signed to be freestanding, making It
readlly movable. Some units, however,
can be wall-hung with speclal clips.
Stock sizes range from 47-Inches high
by 30-inches wide up to 71-Inches high
by 42-inches wide. Shelves come 9 to 24
inches deep.

Adjustable shelving provides one of
the most versatile and attractive sys-
tems for wall-hung shelves. It uses
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slotted metal uprights, called stand.

, that can be attached to any wall
surface. Metal arms, keyed to fit Into
the slota, lock In at any beight to sup-
port a urlu of adjustable lhelva
wherever they are needed.

The standards come in lengths of 1 to
8 feet and in a variety of flnishes, In-
cluding brass, bronze, sluminum,
me, black and white. Matching
brackets are available In 6-, 8-, 10- and
12-Inch lengths and take elther prefin.
ished shelves In stock widths or plain
boards you finlsh yourself.
The great advantage of (his type of

Here’s some- tips on shed selection

When you decide on the need for a

prefabeicated outdoor shed on your

property, there’s more to It than just
purchasing it.

Although a shed comes in a kit wlth
precut parts, assembling it can be el-
ther a tedlous or a fairly easy task, de-
pending on the type of shed you want.

Many factors affect the amount of
time and work necessary to assemble
the shed. Considerable thought should
be glven ahead of time to how the ahed
will be used, where it will be placed

system 1s its flextblity, You can add
shelves at any time, rearrange them to
suit changing noeds, and Uf¢t them out
for easy cleaning,

Perforated hardboard such as Ma-
sonlte’s versatile Peg-Board s widely
used for storing tools, sports equipment
and othier gear. It also can serve as the
basis for a flexible shelf system. Metal
shelf brackets, made to hook into the
prepunched holes In hardboard, are
avallable in 4- to 8-inch lengths and can
ll;:e prefinished or homemade shelving

rds.

and what your local bullding codes will
and will not permlt

pect. spcnd belwecn $100 and
$700, with wood sheds costing a bit
more than metal ones, Site preparation
and any materlals not specifically in-
cluded in the kit, such as anchors for
metal sheds, wil be extra,

A metal shed is particularly vulnera.
ble to strong winds, heavy snows and
ealt alr. Choose alumninum rather than
steel for a seaside Jocation. Plck a
sliruclurnl design suitable for the loca-
tion.

Whan you Install shelving keep in mind the proper wall attach-
ment lo support total load and propor bracket spacing to prevent

sagging.

Metal sheds are casler to put up than
wood and are fairly standardized in
form. The main differences are in slze,
roof style and features such as door-
closing systems and protective finlshes.

Wood shed kits come with precut,
partlally precut and uncut materials,

‘ood sheds require some carpentry
akills, but are ecasler to customize than
those of metal,

Select a aite that is level, firm and
well-drained, so that the shed wilt sit
squarely, settle evenly and be subject

to minlmal molsture.

Depending on your local bufldlng
codes, you have several cholces for a;
foundation or pressure-treated lumber, | '

Consider whether the things to be‘
stored can be put in and taken out easl-
ly. For example, you don't want to;
have to turn sharp corners to‘
maneuver in a lawn tractor, Thlak
about access in bad weather, too. If you,
must use the shed regularly despite;
pmclplu:unn put It close to the house
50 you won't get drenchied each Ume,
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DON'T LET WINTER
CHILLS ICE YOUR PIPES!

OWN A HOME, CABIN, MOBILE HOME ORR.V.?
RIZE/DE-WINTERIZE AUTOMATICALLY) -
BE 100% PROTECTED FROM WINTER FREEZE-UPS
AND USE YOUR WATER SYBTEH YEAR-ROUNDI

APBW fills your. plumblng with a safe,
non-toxlc antlireexe et the 1l
And protects down to -80°

of a swiich,
. In minutes,

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING

*Immediate Delivery Available*

ROOFING WHOLESALE, Inc,

19250 W. 8 Mile Southsleld
353!

~

And you can de-winjorize Just s fast.

+« NO MORE FREEZE-UPS OR
COSTLY PLUMBING REPAIRS,

¢ USE YOUR CABIN/HOME/RV
YEAR ROUND!

« SAVE ENERGY!

+ ATTACHES TO YOUR WATER
SYSTEM.

(" SUNHAWK SOLAR SYSTEM

S.R.C.C. rated #1 Solar collector, and
that s just the beginning of
“SUNHAWKS” Solar Heating
System. Transistorized control
panel, thermostat and more air
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Call in your results:
Eccentric - 644-1101
Observer - 591-2312

DO-IT-YOURSELF
FALL SPECIALS

Roating Shingles
Selt Seal Special

Encore Furmshmg
Executive “U
Success \

Save on Encore’s executive
furniture
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coratar Cloths ¢ Aluminums * ©.
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ASK ABOUT OUR
OCTOBER
SPECIALS
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Leatlter Inlay Roll
Top Desk
Regular $2150 * Sale $1750
4 drawer File

2| Cabinet ]
| Regular $650  Sale $499
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M
Cross Buck' W ‘27"

You can sec our full line at the Home and
Energy Shaw, Cobo Hall, Nov. 8,9, 10 & 11,
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tom Made Shutters - Styling With imogination

Cus
Your Choice of 20 Colors
al Trim Rent
to Order or Rent-a-Brake
.{ CUSTOM AWNINGS®

‘VIKING ALUMINUM CORP.

«FORD ROAD - GRRDENCITY

Smece 196

ORCHARD & 14 MILE CENTER
0858 Orchard 16 A3 Dady 906 00
Farminglon Hety - Man & Thues § 30 B 30 -
136264313 Upen Sun 12 00 400
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HALSTED & GRAND RIVER
37045 Grand Rover  Davy 930600
. Farmington  Man & Thure 9308 10
Cmnaman

273, R Ave,
On the Comer of Fourth snd Washington
1997 Maing Neoember 151A to Gaodyear's on Main S1.
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