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She’s fi

By Teri Banas
staft writer

Llke most tecn-agers, Suzanne Klea-
bir Portman and Glynda Kleablr
Chamle used to fight over wearing
each other’s clothes. After a while the
fighting became more good-natured
with the older sister affectionately tag-
ging Glynda "messy Bessy.”

Now, 30 years later, Portman is
f1ghting for Glynda’'s life.

"In March 1982 Glynda was in a ter-
rible car accident, and she’s been slow-
ly debilitating ever since,” sald Port.
man of Comstock Street. “Last spring
she went to the Mayo Clinic, and they
told her she had 1wo years. Then they
found the disease is debilitating more
rapldly. In September they cut it down
10 six months.”

Chamie, 46, Is quickly losing the use
of her liver, requiring a lifesaving v
er-transplant operation, her sister said.
In the next couple of months, as soon as
an organ becomes avallable, she is to
charter a flight to Presbyterian Uni-
verslty Hospita) in Pittsburgh, Pa., and
withln two hours be ready for surgery.

“The transplant will save her life.
‘The discase will kill her,” Portman
said.

In the meantime. she is racing
against the clock trying to ralse the es-
timated $150,000-$250,000 the opera.
tion will cost.

“Insurance companies don't cover
transplants, they say that’s experimen-
tal surgery. It's a cruel thing, but we're

just up In the air without funds,” Port-
man sald,

PORTMAN is hoping the community
will help her raise the money for her
sister's medlcal expenses. So far, she
bas set up an account in the fund's
name at a local bank, and made Initial
inquiries with local institutlons, busi-
nesses and politicians. One early sup-
porter, Fantastic Sam's hair salon in
the Mid-Sevea Shopplog Center, will
donate $1 off each sale In December.

It has been a long time since the sis-
ters were teen-agers growing up ln
Llvonia. They moved here with their
parents in the 1950s and settled In one
of Livonia's first subdlvisions, at Five
Mile and Merriman. -

Portman married and she and her
husband, Don, raised four chlldren in a
colonial-style home on Comstock
Street. Her sister — the "business per-
son” by Portman's definition — weat to
college, briefly; married her busband,
Omar; had two children, moved to a
“farm” In Salem Township, and spent
23 years working her way up to office
manager of an Automobile Club of
Michigan branch in Amn Arbor. She
also worked as an area supervisor for
the United Fund. At one time, her area
Included a part of Livonia.

Then 2% years ago their llves be-
came as intertwined as family ties can
bind. It happened while Chamie was
driving home from work in Ann Arbor
and was hit by a car that ran a stop
sign. After that, her life became un-
done.

Her sister recalls the car was hit in
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the p door with such force that
it spun around and was struck in the
driver's side. It then became airborne

Tenant group
plans meeting

Tenants who live in the Beznos-Bez-
tak Co.-cwned apartment complexes
are invited to a meeting at 6:30 tonlght
in William Tyndale College's auditori-
um - chapel in Farmington Hills.

‘The college is on the northwest cor-
ner of Drake and 12 Mile.

The meeting is sponsored by tbe
Muirwood Tenants Assoclation. Resi-
dents who live in the Beznos-owned
Fairmont Park, Muirwood, Walden-
wood, Kensington Manor and Walden-
wood in Southfield are urged to attend
by the association.

Tenants, particularly those at Muir-
wood, have been fighting frequent rent
tncreases and the lcase system.
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Let CHAMBERLAIN, REALTORS help
you seli your home.
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Meet Dr. Lendon Smith at iBrowse

Join us in this special opportunity to meet

Dr. Lendon Smith

%Y and the newly published “Dr. Lendon
y Smith's Low Stress Diet”

ﬁesd&y, November 13th
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

iBrowse Books
n{ at Orckard
‘West Bloomfleld « 855-9353

favorite lamily physicians

hor of “‘Feed Your Kids Right"
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& Greek Cuisine
Breakfast Daily Specials

from 7 am till 11 am
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and hit the ground in a crumpled pile of
metal. Chamie spent 45 minutes
trapped under the stoering column be-
fore rescue workers f) ber,

As a result, she had broken ribs,
closed head Injuries, a brokea shoulder
blade, a broken collar bose, ruptured
spleen and many other [nternal inju-
res,

E;rumully the ducts in ber liver be-

called primary sclerosing cholangitis,

AT THE TIME of the accident,
Chamie was lviog i rural Salem
Township with bher husband and two
teen-age sons, John, now 19, and Joe,
now 17, and attending Churchlil High.

Because she was so badly injured
and needed constant attention, she first
lived with ber mother and then moved
In with the Portman famlly in Livonia.
She bas been there ever since. Of the
four Portman children, the youngest,
Don, 15, still lives at bome.

““The accident kind of broke us apart
In the beginning,” sald Chamie of ber
. “Here 1 was the bulwark, the
calm, cool, collected one in any family
condition. They couldn’t accept it.”*

In and out of hospltals during the
past covple of years, Chamie Jeft Pres-
bytedian University Hospltal in Pitts-
burgh last week to walt for a llver back
in the Portrman home.

There, she spends ber days in a
weakened state, sleeping mostly. The
discase has caused faundlce, and her
coloring on “bad days" ls a mossy
green and a paler yellow on her “good
days.” “The nature of the beast” is how
she describes the symptoms of the dis-
ease,

" November Specials
Zotos Foam Perms
Roq $46 S27.comere | (ff
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L HAIRSETS 'A%
PRECISION HAIRCUTS "

Senior Citizen Sets « Mon,, Tues. }7'* |

Ann’s Hair Design
29249 Rayburn « Livonia

{5 Mije & Middiebatt area - sround comer from 7-11)
Sat. 8-5 Opon Every Evening

Something To
(Y Think About

the chitd’s life.
s

end of lite are our way of

LOSS OF A GRANDPARENT

For the majority of children, 1he first encounter
with death in the family comaes through the death
of a grandparent, Grandparents have a $pec
placo In the life of thelr grandchlidren, lor they
represent an unconditional love thal can be
treasured lor a lifetime. The question for the
parent la how to explain and make acceptable to
the child the dealh of 8o Impertant & person In

not an easy situation, Tha temptation Is to
avold It by telling 1he chlld a convenient slory and
by excluding the chlid from the funeral service. -
But this Is cheating the child in a very Important
way. The ritea and rituals that we use 1o mark the

Lately, the reaction has caused a ter-
rible itching in her skin, resulting in
lesions across her body. She says
memory has been affected by the acci-
deat, and often her mind feels
“cloudy,”

“Sometimes 1 wake up at night with
scratches all up down my back,”
said Chamle in an Observer interview
Thursday.

DESPITE the paln and discomfort,
she flnds bumor in things, whether in
past recollectlons or in things people
say to ber today. -

“People say to me, ‘How can you
laugh when you know you have one
year to live?' Well, I say, ‘if I ery, It's
going to be done in private' Why
should [ pull everyone else down
around me? Life’s too short, too preci-
ous to make cveryone else miserable.

So Ilaugh.”

This particular Thursday was a
“good day.” Her skin wore the famillar
yellow cast but she was talkative, alert
and charming. Her red balr is cut short
with soft curls framing her face,
highlighting an implsh grin. Even the
yellow cast didn't diminish the sparkle
in her eyes when she smiled.

Today, she made a joke about her sls-
ter returning from Stan's Market and
quoting her the “price of young liver.”
The Jaugh was easy, and Portman
smiled with love Lo response to her sis-
ter's joke.

Then Portman, sittlng in a living
room chair off to the side, said some-
thing about the possibility of getting
Chamle a “chimpanzee’s lver.” (It’s an
obvious joke, playing off the recent
news stories detalllng the so-called in-
fant “Baby Fae,” who received a ba-

ghting to save her sister’s life

women's mother, Elizzabeth Kleabir,
who suffers from cancer, and takes
part in a home-hosplce program. A for-
mer television room Is cutfitted with a
hospital bed for her comfort, Their fa.
ther, John Kleabir, suffered a stroke
recently and also la hospitalized.

“He'll come home with me,” saig
Portman of his convalescense.

Those interested In contributing to
the fund-ralser can contact Portman by
writing them at 15438 Comstock, Livo-
nla 48154,

boon's beart in another transplant op-
eration)

“What the hell, I'm game for aoy-
thing." responded Chamle in lively hu-
mor. “Just as long as whea they take
my liver out, they keep it pumplng, s0
if ‘the new one doesn't work,they can
put it right back 1n.”
Lookin,

£ to the pext few months, she
added solemnly, “I'm praying awful
bard for a mlracle.”

The Portman home has another resi-
dent these days with the additlon of the

ART EMANUELE ¥tatt photographer
Suzanne Portman (right) has launched a fund-drive to raise the
cost ol her sister Glynds Chamie's medical expensas for a costly
liver-transplant operation.
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THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO
YOUR PART FOR AN APPOINTMENT.
INVENIENCE, CALL:

21021 Farmington Road
Farmington
2 Blks. N. of 8 Mile
M, W, F 8-12, 2.6, Tues. 9-12
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« Private Lockers

k + Aeroblc Dance Classes

Beglnner and Advanced

B ¢ Individual Exerclse &
Nutritional Guidance

« Special Family Rates

474-8640
33505 W. EIGHT MILE RD
(SUST W. OF FARMINGTON RD.}
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betwoen child and parent.

FUNERAL HO!

saying &
appropriate good-bys, To have this opportunity
taken away can leave tha child with many unro-
solved feelings. 1t can also possibly damage truat

THAYER-ROCK

ME
33603 GRAND RIVER « Farmington « 474-4131
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Lumber Supplies
28575 Grand River

-(Near 8 Mile)

474-6610 or 535-8440

i
. ALETON STREET STATION
Site of Birmingham's Historic Train Station

245 S. Eton St. » Birmingham » 647-7774

EARLY START - Mon.-Thurs. 4-6
New York Strip Steak
* served with vegetable, cola slaw, roll & butter
Teriyaki Chicken
* served with vegetable, rico, cole staw, roll & butter
Lasagna ’
* served with tossed salad, roll & butter

Fresh Catch of the Day

« served with vegetable, cole slaw, roll & butter
Any of the Above Dinners *5,95 each!
[ Please Piace Orders Before 6:00 pm, |

p.m.

Early Starc Special also
available at:

ol 1403, Commerce » Walled Lake, MI « 624-6660
dt *No coupons please.
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