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Disgruntled tenants in Bemnos-Bez-
tak apartment complexes will wnlk

out with Muirwood as our target
spot”’

Tenants will picket 1:30-3:30 p.m.
in front of Mulrwood on Grand River
Ave Resldents in lhc other Bunoa

the pleket line Sunday
Mulrwood apartments in Fnrmlngton
Hills to protest rent blkes of as much
as 32 percent in the Jost 28 months.
“It's our chance to make a state-
ment,” sald Ronda Pretzlaff, an offl-
cer of the six-weck-old Muirwood

Tenants Assoclation, “We're starting

Southlield Falrmon! Park and Kcns-
ington Manor in the Farmington area,
and Aldingbrook In West B|oomllc|d
are expeeted to joln the protest,

The Mulrwood Tenants Assoclation
recelved the nod of approval for the
scheduled picket from more than 180

W,

tenants who met Monday night at
Willlam Tyndale College to discuss
their concerns over the rent increas-
ea.

TENANTS MONDAY also dis-
cussed the possibllities of a rent
strike and getting rent control lawa
passed in the state as well as in the
clties,

Most tenants in the Beznos-Beztak
complexes have received about four
rent Increases in the last 28 meonths,
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‘ 3
About 160 angry tenants crowdod lhe Vﬂlllum Tyndnla College auditorium lc Tuesdsay discuss concerns about their rent Increases,

sald Rob Falls, a tenants association
chalrman.

But the firm's method of raising
“rents at wil),! is the associaton’s
major bone of contention and purpose
of the picket, Falls sald,

Beznos-Beztak has been able to
raise rents at its apartment com-
ylci'dx& by not renewing leases, Falls
said,

Leases have not been renewed and
tenants have been forced to pay reat
on a month-to-month basls, allowing

the landlords to raise the rent every
few months, he sald.

Beznos officlals could not be
reached for comment.

The assoclation’s scheduled picket
cames on the heels of two unsuccess-
nln lx;meung; with Beznos-Beztak offi-
clals.

FALLS TOLD tenants Meonday that
ofticers attempted to negotiate with
the firm’s offlclals for:

® Arent rollback to January 1.

® Astandlng lease option.

® Recognition of the tenants asso-

clation “to bargaln oo behalf of
tenants.”

“So far they bave said no” to all of
the assoclation’s demands, Falls sald.
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Apartment rent hikes spur strike talk

The flrm's refusal to recognize the
tenants association has put an end to
further ncxnuaunns, Falls added.

I Octaber, Louis Allen, Beznos of-
flelal, sald l.he recurrent rent increas-
es at at the Beznos-Beztak apart-
ments are “uousual by historical
standards.”

One of the reasons for the recurrent
rent adfustments, Allen had sald, was
to keep up with the market. Other
complexes In the area charge near or
the same rent, he saild.

A MARKET study {s always made
before rents are increased, Allen add-

Pigase turn to Page 14

Rob Falls: “We expect a ront Incresse each year. But whon you
don’t know how much and It happens every few months .

Marinucci tapped as Hills top firefighter

By Joanne Mallszewski
staff writer

Farmlngwn Hills has a new flre
chie

Richard Marinueel, 31, formerly a
department licutenant, will fill the po-
sition that has been vacant since late
July when former chief Lawrence
Karon resigned. Marioucel has been
acting fire chlef slnce Karon's resigna-

tion.
Karon resigned about a week before

he was arrested on embezzlement
charges. Karon is awalting sentencing

to me by the distrlet chiefs of the city's
four fire stations) that I consider ap—
of Richard

Ing." said Marlnuccl the mornlng after
his confirmatlon.

on a charge ol of $100 or
less, He pleaded no contest to the
charge.

Farmington Hills council Mondny

appolntment as recommended by Cily
Manager William Costlek,
Marinuccl was chosen from a total of
26 qualltled applicants,
“After a review of these applications
it was the unanimous recommendation

acting fire chlef, to the position of llre
chief,” Costick sald In a rcport to
council,

BEFORE council took the conllrmn-
tion vote, Councllman Joe Alkateeb
lauded Marinucei’s success in coming

up through the ranks of the depart-

ment.
“T'm.happy. It's exclting. I look for-
ward to petting the department mov-

d by the clty's fire depart-
ment sinee 1977, he has served as a
licutenant for the past two years.

The new chief's immediate geals for
the department are to maintain
Ing programs and to keep things run-
nlng smoothly.

“Things arc running well now,” he
sald. “There’s no nced tg change any-
thing.”

His work with the department bas in-

No room for the inn around town

By Tom Baer
statf wrlter

Inspired by a recent court success,
the American Civl) Libertics Union
(ACLU) has wamed Oakland County
clties that they'll face lawsuits If they
display Christmas Natlvity scenes on
public property this year.

Save your legal fees and reat your
lawyers, officlals of Farmington and

Farmlnxlon Hills might reply.

Scems that, as usual, the Nativity ~
a Christian dhplay dcplcllng the birth
of Jesus Christ — won't be seen on pub-
lic grounds of either city.

“There's never been a Nativity scene
put up in Farmingion in my tenure
with the city,” sald Farmington City
Manager Bob Deadman, who's been
with the city since 1957. ‘We've always
celebrated the high hollday season, but

————

oral quarrel

Angry tenants of Bemos-Beztak
apartment complexes in the Farm-
Ington-area and elsewhere plan to
march a picket line outslde Farming-

ton Hills' My apartments Sun-
dly afternoon to protest, among other
things, rent increases which they say
bave gone up as much as 32 percent
1o the last 28 months. .

Many tales of woe sbout landlords
were bheard at ; ,ecent meeting of
.} Mulrwood Tenants Assoclation.

Bexnos-| “is takire ad-

wantage of & tight rental market in

Wanted: Stories
|about landlords

Oakland County." a protest leader
clalmed.
Today’s Oral Quarrel question Is:

What stéries — good or bad — can
you 1el] us about Indlotdt with whom
you've been associa

To answer this question, call 477.
5498 anytime before 1 p.m. oo Friday,
Nov, 18. To sec how your nelghbors
foel about ‘this Issue, please Jook In
Monday’s Farmington Observer,

there's been no o C

*itself.”

‘The ACLU's court victory came on
.\‘uly 23 when Federal Judge Anna

Diggs Taylor ruled that a Nativity
scene placed yearly on the lawn of the
Blrmingham City Hall constituled “an
unconstitutlonal establishment of relig-
lon"

TAYLOR'S RULING stated that the
Nativity sceae stood alone without any
of the other traditional hollday symbols
to offset the religious nature of the dls-

play.

offtelals have sald they
intend to appeal the decision.

In Farmington Hills, a more reli-
giously diverse communily than its
smaller pelghbor, City. Manager Bill
Costick sald there would be no Nativity
seenc,

“'We doo't display anything religious
in nature,” Costick sald. “We don't

» have a Nativity scene or anything like

that.
A Christmas tree in the lobby of clty
hall Is about as far as Farmington Hills

Please turn to Page 14
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volved adminlstrating the Fire Preven-
tion Bureauy, including public fire edu-
catlon, arson contrel, fire safety In-
spections and code enforcement.
Marinuecl also works with depart-
ment tralning and emergency medical

services. He developed Inspection, re-
sponse and communicatlon procedures,

as well as promotional procedures.

Marinueci lives in Farmington Hills.

He is married and has two children.

RN T =

AANDY BORST/stall photographer

Courtroom drama

Dennls Beltung and 8lirl Scott are two of the stars in this week-
end’s réndllion of “Night of January 16.” Ta read mors about the

should have Eaid he was smplnyed by
the Sl:un of Mercy Province of

Bull(m‘l worked in the boller room
of the phyzical plant at the Merey com-
plev o 11 Mile and Middlebelt.

play turn to page BA.
.
-Mercy structure explained

In the Nov. 5 edition of the Farming.  Although separately Incorporated,
lonnOh:cn?r:r an nrul:-:e about anlx ercy High School i3 mb, the Sis-
Beauford, 44, who recently won a ra- uﬂn’“
clal tion suit agalnst the Sis-  Beauford ‘was bired bnhrdm'-lwph‘::
tera of Merey Province of Detrolt :ﬂ o Mercy, R



