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State study silent on M-275, Northwestern

By Tim Richard
staff writer

.Anyone walling for the Blanchard

Administration to say stop or go to the
M-375 and Northwestern freeway pro)-

ccts In Oakland County will have to
wait a little longer,

But James P, Pltz, director of the

Michigan Department of Transporta-
tien (MDOT), dld give one clue as he
unveiled a 12-year projection of road,
passenger and port needs In the state,

* “We have shifted to preservation” in-
stead of new routes In outlining trans-
portation needs, Pliz told a news con-
ference in Lansing Tucsday.

- ASKED ABOUT the long-delayed M-

275, which would follow the Haggerty
Road corridor from 1898 In Novl to I-
75 at Clarkston, Pitz replied:

“This study does not speak to any
speciflc project. Whether that's M-275,
Northwestern or US-31 on the west side
of the state will be the product of fu-~
ture study.”

The two controveralal freeway ex-
tenslons were cancelled by the old
State Highway Commission in 1978, re-
vived laler In the ‘708 and placed on
hold when Goy, James Blanchard took
office in 1983,

Oakland County political and busi-
ness leaders favor the profects as es-
sentlal to economlc development, For-
mer Gov. William Mililken and Detrolt

SEMTA ‘is one
of the few
systems in the
country with
no tax
support. The
status quo on
public
transportation
in the
metropolitan
area is not
acceptable.’
—James P. Pitz
MDOT director
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political leaders see them as wasteful
“urban sprawl”

WHAT PITZ unvelled was a batch of -
dollar numbers indicating the state bas
cut its estimate of needs by half since
the last time it conducted a similar .
study In 1980, The three highlights:

# The 1930 study placed transporta- !
tlon needs at $51.2 billiom; the naw:
study at $27.8 billlori. The study sald*
the reduction was made by “technical '
reflnements in the accessment
pmcm and lmprovements in the ln-
ventory process.”
® The new study increased the em-
phasis on preservation, or malnte-,
nance, from 65 percent of the total to
74 percent. The percentage going to

, bus groups, rall Lnteresis lnd
mﬁ-’dm—hd

Humdmﬂ‘AmmmﬂD& control without guarantees of service. .
of riation need to The Detroit city budget

method of closing the $5 billion me-
nue shortfall,

State Sen. Rick Fesaler, RwWelI
Bloomfield, was unpleasantly surprised
at !.he pro}ecﬂon of & revenus moruau.

passed a two-cents-a-gallon gas-
nllne hx m‘m in 1982, sald Fua
aler, chairman of the State Affairs
Transportation Committee,

Road neceds are met through a 18-
cents-a-gallon tax on gasoline and a ve-
blcle weight tax, The revenue is par-
celed out by formula between MDOT,
county road commissions, cities and
villages,

Docal governments may supplement

from thelr

new construction and new
was cut from 12 percent to 8 percent.

@ Beginning in 1987, revenues will
be Insufficient to meet even the lower
level of need because more fuel-effl-
cient automobiles will generate a de- .
clining amount of gasoline taxes. Over
the 12.year period from 1983-04, he
said, lhu !hordlu will amount to $5 bil-
Hlon.

“Transportation revenue can ncvnr
pace inflation,” Pitz sald. .

PITZ NOTED the ul\ldy“eomlnllm

. budgzl& 1n addition, the federal gov-

ernment contributes about 33 percent
of all transportatin nwncy spent in
Michigan,

PITZ SAID something must be done
nboultl public ll'ﬁl.hl mmﬁ:n:: the met-
ropolitan Detrolt region, but he stop)
short of endorsing a sales tax increass M

proposal advanced by the Southeastern
Michigan Transportation Authority.

“It (SEMTA) Is one of the few sys-
tems in the country with no tax sup-

rt," he sald, “The x‘t;m: quo on pub-

— composed of
and representatives from county road

Am s not acceptable.”
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Under state law, SEMTA and PDOT
are supposed to merge, but Detroit
Mayor Coleman Young has balked at
swrendering Its bus syatem to mmnn
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