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Canadian Arts and Crafts

the
uNcommon
market

Original Inuit Sculpture
from Arctic Canada

Textiles Pottery Glass Jewelry
Native Indian Art and Handcrafts
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IF OHRISTHAS SHOPPING FEELS LIKE
A TRIP TO THE Z200..,

It's time to visit
THE ODOLL HOSPITAL &
TOY SOLDIER SHOP
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Child development

Simple toys vs. electronics

Child psychologists say children enjoy
simple things. such as blocks, and learn
by building or creating with them. This
isn't becnuse children are simple — it's
beeause they have so much imagination.

“Simple materials are very important,
basic learning tools,” according to Dr.
Melvin Lewis, professor of pediatrics and
psvchology  at  Yale University Child
Study Center. “These are literally build-
ing blocks for children’s mental develop-
ment and thinking."”

Yale studies show children use blocks.
with a variety of textures, colors and
shapes, for more than improving physical
dexterity. While handling such simple
items. children begin to conceptualize
space. weight, volume, mass and time.

“This is a way young children begin to
form concrete thoughts.” Lewis said.
“Creating and building are very import.
ant in a child's development and help him
of her learn to think.”™

PERHAPS surprising to parents is re.
search showing that children enjoy this
xind of creative activity not because it's
easv, but bevause it's difficult. Standard-
1ed tests used in the developmental as.
sesamient of children show a child likes
R activitics bevause there is a sense of

‘The exervise of imagination involved
shed product or complet.

Feasurable.” said Lew.
{ferent materials

pleasurable for children is the process of
mastering involved in their efforts and the
pride children take in the results of their
efforts.”

An Evansville, Ind., based manufactur.
er of wooden gift and collectible products
has found this to be true. And Arbor Hill
Housc President Angic Sinclair said using
handmade wooden letters and accessory
figures also allows children to create keep
sokes or gifts ad develop their imagina.
tion.

“I once watched a smalt boy making o
desk plaque for his teacher," Sinclair said.
"As he carefully glued the woodcen letters
to the base of the plaque and decided
whether to attach the rainbow or the kite
as an accessory. he and his imagination
were hard at work learning about the
world."”

DESIGNING an item in a free.form
way using imagination, a child can make
it be whatever he wants it to be. It is im.
portant that the child be allowed 10 create
and build at his own level. Studies showif
forced to go in any one direction, the plea-
sure of the activity is decreased. The ele.
ment of pieasure increases when the item
created is given to someone as a gift.

“Children love giving gifts to others,”
Lewis said. “The pleasure eveoked by
someone who appreciates and vocally pra.
ises a child's gift gives the little craftsman
an immense sense of pride. accomplish-
ve
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