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- Michigan

é)ur state deserves credit

‘#~4TATE government in Michigan has
been getting 2 terrible rap the last
couple of years. Its enemies write
it off as building a bridge that

won't stand and a barge that won't float.

In supporting Proposal C, they openly

hoped to eripple it.

. The facts won't support them. Far from

being Inept, state government in Michigan

tas periormed some great works and a

few near-miracles In the last generation.

We ought to be thankfut for them.

<-Just a little over 25 years ago, the state

it the ribbon for the Mackinac Straits

Bridge, once considered an impossible en-

glneering feat. The bridge generated so

much tourist traffic between the two pen-
insulas that a few years later the tolls
were cut by half.

! Michlgan put in place more miles of

freeway faster. than any other state. Be-

¢ause of delays with a couple of Oakland

County freeways, it's possible to forget

what was built, how well and how

promptly.

As public tastes in recrealion changed,

the state laced its forest with snowmobile
(rails and then with bicyele paths and hlk-
Ing trails. Roads and parks in western
Wayne and Oakland counties, in particu-
lar, boast a wealth of bicyele trails.
© ENVIRONMENTALLY, Michigan is a
leader among the 50 states,
. In their collective wisdom, voters in
1984 nol only rejected the savagery of
Proposal C but adopted Proposal B,
making Michlgan the first state in the Un-
fon to give constitutional protection to a
Jand trust fund, It will enable us to replace
lands lost to olt and gas drilling with other
recreational lands.
* The Detroit River, a brown sewer in the
1950s, has been turped literally into a
trout stream.
- By 1960, lamprey invaders had almost
wiped out the lake trout. In cooperation
with other states, Michigan led the way in
virtually exterminating the lamprey, res-
toring the lake trout and introducing
salmon to the Great Lakes.

‘The deer herd is larger than it has been
in decades. An elk herd has been intro-
duced to the Pigeon River Country in the
northeastern lower peninsula and has
been 50 well managed that it is now al-
most huntable. The latest news Is an am-

bitlous plan to introduce moose to the
mainlands.

‘THE 1963 STATE constitution is near-
ing the quarter-century mark, and its
benefits have been immense.

Take the justice system, The old, some-
tmes amateurish justice of the peace sys-
tem has been replaced by a system of pro-
fessionally run district courts. The Su-
preme Court is still a thorn, but a lot of its
work has been absorbed by a Court of
Appeals whose declsfons are frequently
models of clarity, promptness and una-
nimity.

EDUCATIONALLY,
much progress.

College tuitions are, frankly, higher
than they ought to be, but the state college
system is still a joy to behold. The Univer-
sity of Michigan and Michigan State Unl-
versity have been preserved. Detroit’s
Wayne University was adopted by the
state and in the 1960s given almost a new
campus.

Regional teachers colleges such as
Eastern and Western galned university
status and size. Civic dreams such as Uni-
versily of Michigan-Dearborn and Qak-
land University are now admirable reali-
ties as they celebrate their 25th annlver-
saries.

A generation ago there were five scat-
tered junior colleges, often mere scholas-
tic havens for admitted draft dodgers. To-
day we have a border-to-border system of
29 y colleges doing |
things for traditional students, women
seeking to enter the workforce and the
redeveloping economy.

Countles, remnants of medievai Eng-
land a generation back, now may adopt
county executive systems and home-rule
charters, Oakland and Wayne have done
so respectively. Counties also have been
given the responsibility for dealing with
solid waste — and have responded,

UNSOLVED PROBLEMS? Sure. Public
transit is starved ... townships have
contributed to ugly urban sprawl ...
welfare has grown cancerously . . . loecal
schoot districts have been left to pick the
pockets of homeowners,

But let us be thankful for what has been
done, and done so well.

—Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

we have seen

Opportunity fades;
hunger survives-

;. THE AMERICAN DREAM holds the il-

lusion of living in a land of opportunity.
That vision — the hope of a better tomor-

row — is stlll bringing Pilgrims to our
.shores,

© However, thousands of Michigan resi- '
.dents find themselves living a nightmare.

i Some lack the job skills, work habits
{and resources to hunt for work. They are
:the chronically unemployed. Others are
rcaught In an economic time warp between

OLE _ Thursday, November 22, 1884

The parade is saved again

AT PRECISELY ;20 a.m. Thursday
near the Detroit Art Instltute, a marchlng
band will begin to play. The $8th
Thanksgiving Day parade will be under
way. Ah, the parade has been saved for
another year.

Uncertainty has surrounded the parade
since 1980 when the J.L. Hudson Co. with-

drew as sponsor. Without the support of -

many suburbanites, there would beno pa-
rade this year.

Birmingham’s Walter McCarthy will be
among 50 persons who will walk down
Woodward Avente dressed as a clown,
MeCarthy organized the distingulshed
clown corps, each of whom paid $1,000 to
wear grease palnt and costume.

Tom Adams of Bloomfield Hills is
chairman of the Michigan Thankgiving
Parade Foundation, the fund-raising
agency of the parade.

1TSS APPROPRIATE that suburbanites
take the lead In saving the parade. It's im-
possible to know for sure, but parade or-
estimate that 400,000 of the

Sandra
Armbruster

which funnels food allotments to units
outside Detroit.

:the industrial era and the age of technol

S8Y.
{ “A lot aren't well trained, and there
jaren't the opportunities for jobs that pay
$well-enough to sustain themselves and
thelr families,” said Tom Frommeyer, di-
rector of Southfield’s human resources
tdepartment.

‘Whatever the reason, when people don't
work, they don't eat much.

DESPITE AN apparent drop in unem-
ployment, many people in the metropoli-
tan area are barely able to subsist. Toss
and turn as they do through government
regulations, they seldom wake up to a
better tomorrow.

The problem is well-documented. In
Redford, for example, the demand for
surplus and emergency food distributions
stiil exceeds the level set in 1962 when a
state of emergency was declared.

Fi n ellows served 400
{amilies and senlor citizens last year, This
‘year they need $16,000 to meet the need.

Southfield’s Frommeyer said the “num-
bers show us the aituatlon lsn't de-es-
calating,” Instead, requests to Goodfel-
lows are above

;
“Lots of people dre bligible who we've
sald Al Ha

The p N g to Hatch, is
loglstics: There never is enough food, and
people without transportation are unable
to reach the 60-some community sites
where it is distributed,
Besldes, such distributions aren't cost
-effective, according to Sid Blitz, director
of Redford's community development de-
partment. He estimates that it costs $2 to
distribute every pound of surplus cheese,
“That's why food stamps exist,” he sald,

THOSE COSTS have deterred some lo-
cal government units from getting in-
volved in surplus food distributions,

Yet food stamps and welfare programs
have been cut as the Reagan administra.
tion fantasizes about slashing domestic
spending to reduce the federal deficit.

‘That may be a reflection of the Ameri-
can psyche. Headlines about the hungry in
Africa catch our eyes, but we doze off
when talk turns to those hurting at home.

If we don't find better ways of dealing
with poverty, however, we all may be in
for a long night. Those who work do have
it better, says Frommeyer, but those who
are “down and out” find costs escalating

| /as economic supports drop off. '

Despite the efforts of charitable groups
around the holidays, Ross notes those peo-
ple are “just as hungry in June as they are
at Christmas time.” .

*. Cutting ‘off welfare benefits or day-
’ that all's well with America

$t - won't change the problem. But providing

economic support for familles while the
breadwinner learns new job skills could
,break the cycle of chronic unemployment
nngmarehopalnlm

600,000 persons attending will come from
the suburbs.

In addition, many of the marching
groups — one thinks with pleasure of the
Redford Township Unicycle Club, Frank-
lin Village Band, Oakland County 4-H
clowns and Oakland County mounted po-
lice division — come from the suburbs.

Nick
Sharkey

Like it or not, running a parade is a
business. In the case of the Thanksglving
Day parade, the bottom line is $650,000,

Although most of the 3,500 participants
are volunteers, expenses are still high.
For example, the average float costs
$35,000 for materials and labor. Approxi-
mately 390 glant papier-mache heads will
be seen in the parade. Each costs between
$500 and $2,000.

THESE COSTS forced Hudson's to stop
being the major sponsor in 1980. For a
few months, it appeared there would not
be any more parades.

Then Detroit Renaissance stepped In as
sponsor {n 1981 and 1982. After incurring
a $100,000 deficit in contributions as com-
pared to expenses in 1882, Detroit Renais-
sance ended the parade.

Inte the gap stepped Michigan's first
lady-elect, Faula Blanchard. In early

an P t
agency to run the parade,
‘That's how the parade has operated for
the past two years, Boaner is now its di-
rccft;n' and is no longer on the first lady's
staff.

P!

THE THANKSGIVING parade has
many sources of income. As already men-
tioned, the distinguished clowns contribute
$1,000 each. Business sponsors Include
firms like General Motors, Michigan Bell,
Detroit Edison, Hudson's, - The Stroh
Brewery and K mart.

Last year a 6.2-mile race called the
Turkey Trot was added. This year up to
1,000 runners are expected to race the
length of the parade. At $8 per entrant,
the Turkey Trot has become an excellent
fund-raiser.

And there’s even a role you can play
this year, Those who attend the parade are
being asked to contribute.

“How much would you pay to see a two-
hour sports event or concert?” asks Car-
lene Bonner. “If every one of the 600,000
persons expected to line the parade route
would glve $1, the parade's future would
be assured.”

- .Cg?trlbutlons should be malled

to:
d

1983 she led a drive to keep the parade.
She loaned her exccutive assistant, Car-
Iene Bonner, to work on it full time, She

T g Parade F
tion, Drawer 64644, Detroit 48216.

1f there’s no free lunch, there’s alse no
free parade,

Wow! International agents!

1 DID NOT realize what an

group those picketers at Williams Inter-
national Corp, were until 1 read the re-
marks of Oakland Circuit Judge James
Thorburn on the subject of protest at the
Commerce Township plant where parts
for cruise missiles are manufactured.

In a rather sobering Interview, Thor-
burn suggestd that the majority of those
who took part in the protests at the plant
may have been protesting at the direction
of a communist conspiracy,

Thorburn suggested that most of those
who picketed at the plant gates were
“agents of somebody” and really “not in-
terested in the moral issue of nuclear
war."

W::. Bob
| YD) Wisler

sonable doubt, surely, that this gaggle of
protesters is really a well-coordinated
group of agents with links to groups in
Scotland, Germany, France and who-
knows-where-else. .

And, they obviously are linked to the
Marxist-Leninist-Communist worldwide
plot to make the U.S. Into a nation of
weaklings hesitant to'develop and deploy
th

The Oakland judge noted that p
seemed o protest at Willlams Interna-
tional on the same days that antl-nuclear-
weapon demonstrations were held in Ger-
many, England and Scotland.

IT IS extremely helpful to our under-
standing of the situation,

Previously we thought that the group
which picketed several times at the Wil-
liams plant consisted only of a few mls-
guided clerics, nuns, do-gooders and
crackpots who fail to d that

P

1IF THE OAKLAND County protesters
are agents, they have disguised them-
selves well. Those who have observed
them see the protesters as mostly mild.
appearing clergymen and nuns, older
women and college-age men and women.
They are people who stand in courthouse
corridors and pray for those who bave
been jailed and for the judges who jailed
them. -

Actuall

readiness, willingness and abllity to wage
thermonuclear war is the same thing as

peace.

Now it Is apparent that those who plek-
eted Willlams were picketing on the same
days that protesters in other parts of the
world chose to picket. Proof beyond a rea-
7

, the r

characterize the picketers as agents is
consistent with the readiness of Oakland
County officials to view the protesters as
serlous menaces to the safety of the free
world. ,

Prosecutor L. Brooks Patterson began
the theory by charging those who bad In-

of Thorburn to . ‘what

terfered with plant traffic at Williams
with conspiracy. Conspiracy carrles a
penalty of up to one year in jail rather
than simple trespasaing charges.

At the time it seemed strange to many

the ] and
observers that Patterson chose the harsh-
er conspiracy charges. But Uf Patterson
chose to believe, as Thorburn apparently
does, that these ple are “agents”
rather than citizens engaged in assembly
and protest, the situation becomes more
understandable,

There has been a suspiclon in these
parts that the conspiracy charges were
brought about at the suggestion of federal
“agents” fearful the protesting would get
out of hand unless tough steps were taken.
Patterson has denled any suggestion that
the federal government or its agents had
any influence on his decision. He said he
wanted to make an example of these pro-
testers to discourage future protests,

If anyone has been used, it i Patterson,
Thorburn and those who chose to pursue
as harsh a punishment as possible for
what Is hardly more than overzealous
picketing.

They ensured that the protesters got
ey wanted in the first place —
publicity. Without the publicity, they:
would be merely a group of clvillans who
like to walk back and forth Lo front of a
manufacturing plant on the alim possiblity
that someone would pay attention to their
futlle effort to stop the production of nu-
clear weapons.




