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Houses of gingerbféad -

A something-different for the craft shows
keeps decorator busy with baker’s art form

By Loralne McClish
staff writor

‘Terri Anderson converted her living
room and dlnlng room inlo an assembly
line of candles and frostings late last
summer that will keep her busy turning
out gingerbread houses and Hanukkah
houses unttl mid-December.

Pets and little visitors are barred
{from cntering her work space and she
aays her husband enters only hesitantly
into the operation area that al-
ready produced about 500 holiday hous-
¢s Lhis year.

“I've had to standardize the ginger-
bread walls, roof and base, to make it
casler on myse)! while bakiog, but oth-

erwise no two arc the same,” the

Farmington Hills resident sald,

At least two dozen houses are In
some stage of being created constantly,
{rom batches of dough mixed up in her
kitchen that bas never lost its ginger-

“ fllled aroma, to the {inished product
cncased in its permanent storage box

with Instructfons that tell how to pre-
serve It for many years of use.

The orders got so heavy at one time
during the fall Anderson cancelled out
the reatal of a booth in Farmiogton
Community Center’s October Arts and
Cralts Show. After working preholiday
craft shows for many years, and all the
while trying to concelve a craft idea
that would be different, as well as
worth her time and talent, belng forced
to cance! a show because of too many
orders was a bit fronlc.

AS FOR DIFFERENT, every minls-
cule plece of decorallon on the colorful
houses 3 placed by band. Tiny spots of
icing that make a flame for a candle
are piped ln indlvidually. Pine trees
are band rolled and frosted with
preclse detall. Each tree takes a min!-
mum of 30 minutes and its trim goes on
one small bead at a time, Most recently
teen-agers from the nelghborhood have
been hired to roll out a gum drop, for
cxample, and reshape it for one specl-
fied spot on the house or its landscape,

The other notable something-differ-
ent is the creation of a Haou! house
that came about for no other reason
than that Anderson wanted to glve a
glit to a child 'who was Jewlsh,

“A few Jewlsh nelghbors helped me
with that one and I've since researcted
it out very carefully so every symbol Is
both meaningful and right,” she sald,
“The Hanukkah houses scem to be just
as popular as the traditionnl ginger-
bread houses now, and if any onc else Is
creating thein I'm not aware of it. I
started early on those because at least

Terrl Anderson, at left, talke
In

a dozen of them were taken to Florida
for the bolldays. They had to be packed
well for travellng and besides, T just
can't bring myself to rush.”

All of the houses are completely fln-
ished on all four sides 80 they can be
used as centerpleces, As for those that
are belng purchased for glfts, Anderson
sald she belleves they are golng to the
person on the list “who every-
thing,” and many are golng to the hard-
to-buy-for young teen-ager,

“They are the ones who scem to be
making the biggest fuss over them,"
she sald,

‘THE TRADITION of holiday glnger-
bread houses stems from the Grimm
Brothers' Hansel and Gretel fable and
has no rellglous cennotatlon,

“It was a fun custom picked up by
the bakers In both Germany and Eng-
land In the mid-19th century,” said An.
derson, who rescached the history as
she became more Involved with the art
form. "“They were made for all boli-
days, and the bakers’ guilds were quite
2ealous about keeping the houses for
themselves. In England the gulld was
powerful enough {0 even prohibit any-
one but a gulld member from making
one during the Christmas and Easter
holidays.”

The English bakers had more more
trouble getting splces in that period of
history tban the German bakers, she
aald.

“The Germans were getting all the
splces they wanted from every port
they had so everybody could bake as
much gingerbread as they wanted,
They were the ones who atarted ginger-
bread house contests all over the coun-

about her pl g
her firat Hanukkah house as a

before the Ch

su'snn, which Is probably why you as- -

soclate houses as strictly a

gitt for a Jewish
Since that time she estimates
she's made at least 150 of them,
simifar to the one below.

By Shiries Rose iden
stalf writer

Why wouldn't a guy who's mopped
{loors in & jewelry store, done the scut
work for a photographer. and worked
two paper routes at once dote oo a ca-

reer In radio?

Jay Roberts, captain of WJR Radio’s
“Nlght Flight," has plloted his show
more than 25 years on a station he be-
lleves says *Detroit” to the country and
the world.

“How can anyone not love playing
great music,” he asks, "and not enjoy
an Intense relationship with the listen-
er? It's like we know one another.,”

The all-night show, which takes off

German Christmas tradition.”

The history books list gingerbread
houses as an art form, But Anderson
does not conslder herself an artist.

“The hardest thing about them Is get-
ting all the pieces of the house to bake
at an even thickness. I've gone through
three thermostals on the oven alnce I
started this,” she said.

ANDERSON FELL back on some
sales tralning she had in a premarriage
career to create her gingerbread house
market.

Newly married, she and her husband
came to Hve In the Detrolt area at a

time when the bottom fell out of the job,

market here. For a while she was kept
busy making a new home.

“I was never an enthuslastic cook, or
a baker, but I did scw all my lfe, both
practical things and crafts, toys,
aprons, doo-dads, And that was the
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trouble with the craft shows, I was ina
saturated market with people ke me
working hundreds of hours, for pennles
an hour, creating the same things as
everyone else. It took a long while to
come up with something no one else
was selling, something not seen in the
craft shows,” she said,

The idea to create the gingerbread
houses turned Into a reallty when a
close-up look at the commercial houses
revealed them as “both standardized
and not too attractive,” she sald.

One of her houses has been created
for Ramada Inn, on Telegraph Road in
Southficld. She's taken a couple of spe-
cla) orders for churches, fashioned with
her own recipe for hard candy which s
used for stained glass windows, And
she is toying with the idea of creating
an entlre village she expects will have
{o be started next summer,

Meanwhile she has a definite cut-off
date for orders this year, Dec. 5, and
that {s only from nearby customers
who will pick up the houses themselves.

“One of my biggest aurprises [s that I
had 80-percent return sales from my
list of first-year customers. But I'm
still bullding that customer list and af-
ter the order deadllne date I'l have at
least two-three weeks to finlsh those
up,” she sald.

Anderson can be reached by calling
553-0649.

Even though her large number of ar;{an for
glnnar?raad and Hanukkah houses has forced

Every pine tree is rolled and shaped by hand and every mound of
frosling used to cover It with snow is carefully put in place for the
festive houses that grew to popularity from the Grimm Brothers’
{alry tale of Hansel and Gretel, .

actly alike.

Terri to work

at 11:30 p.m,, provides BT mu-
sic for lovers, balm to insomnlacs and
company for those whose work keeps
them active while the rest of the world
sleeps. ——

Roberts was born In-Highland Park
General Hospltal. The name on the

certificate was “Sam owitz,”

something few people remember.

One who does i Roberts’ Aunt Mabel
Alvin, resident of Southfield. She coul
hardly forget. Roberts expl his
birthday was the date she bad chosen
for ber weddlng. “So we stole some
thunder from one of my mom's sis-
ters,” he says,

“MABEL writes poetry and plays.

Symphony recreates.
16th-century wassail

Oakway Symphony Soclety’s third
Wassall, described as “literally a feast
of sights and sounds,” begins at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 15 In Madoona Cotlege's
residence hall room. The col-
lege Is on the corner of Levan and
Schooleraft, Livonia,

Soclety members will transform the
hall into a winter setting of 18th-centu-
ry England with locds, ladles, long
trumpets and a foast.

Entertalnment will come from the

Madrigal Singers of Royal Oak, an en-
semble of medieval Instrumentalists,
and jesters. The evening will be round-
ed out with the presentation of the
boar's head, Wassall toasts and Christ-

mas Caro| .
Tickels are §25 for each reveler, and
tables of six or 10 may be reserved.
Reservations are taken by Rose Ka-
{n the Oakway Symphoay off-
ice, 5910268, and Siater Francilene In
Maddona College, §91-5046.

By day, Jay Roberta sleeps to noon,.
eats, vigits friends and relatives, dines
with his wife, then goes to work before
11 p.m. By night, he's a smooth-talking,
high-flying player of good music on a
radio station that reaches audiences
awake wherni most people sleep.

‘There was always literature and musle
in that part of the family, We had our
slngers, even my grandfather who

e a horse and wagon and went
through the streets ainging ‘bananas,
apples’ and such.”

Roberts has five brothers and aisters,
who like his extended family, are sensi-
tive to writing and music, He attended
Leland Powers School In Boston and
udled accounting in Syracuse.

Roberts met his wife, Jo Ann, whila

Arkansas.

L'Abom that time bu;u uzenmo;. ‘t;uder?
as a mystique about flylng
started & 15 minute program called
*Night Flight',” he said. “Here I made It
atravelogue.”

|The original *Night Flight* began In
1952 In Little Rock, Ark. By 1955 Rob-
erts had married Jo Ann and the pext
g'prheumwbetwllwwuﬂut

“It was one

of the great radio sta-

tions and I was part of a staff of eight

announcers, Fred Kendall and his 1¢

plece orchestra were wilh us and we

gloried In ‘The Hermit's Cave, ‘The

md Guest Show,' and favorites like
L

One time Roberts’ boss asked if any-
one knew anything about country and
western music. “The station in Arkan-
sas I worked for had hired Elvis Pres-
ley for $35 and ] did country and west-
ern for two yeara,”

ROBERTS recalls WJR In the 50s as
a “busy place with writers, producers,
engineers and great stars lke Artbur
Godfrey” associated with it.

“Disc jockeys played 78 rpm records
and the DJ and engineers were seven
floors apart,” he said. “My boss came
out of a bot meeting one day and point-
ed at me and sald: “You do the night

So *Night Flight" WJR version was

y-line fashion,

Good mus'ic, talk make DJ top night flyer

put on course, took off, and is stlil &
much loved musieal journey to lsten-

ers.

“I played big band musi¢ like that of
Stan Kenton and songs of Harry Be-
lafonte. The records themselves can't
:1 ;.vp!a:ed. We bad no tape then,” e

Roberts combines a mix of musie
and conversation, admitting he's a
“perfectionist in my speech patterns”
He has taught speech in university
communication departments at the

y of Detrolt and ek

Ten years after their marriage, a
daughter, Cyuthia, was born to Jo Ann
and Jay Roberts. “She's our miracle,”
her father said.

"She's an artist and writes poetry,
and I even allowed her to Msten to rock.

“Actually a lot of the music I play
today i3 a reflection of the Beatles and
the rock greats.”

After the death of his mother, Rob-
eris moved 10 Utica to be pear his fam-

ly. Presently, they live In West Bloom-
field, .

Through the years, be has played all
kinds of music. For a few years he did
& program of classics and light muslc,
“l just the musle, dut
didn't Jecture people on the classics.”

ROBERTS does the commercials oo

she says no two houses are ever decorated ex-

his show and also boasts the only num.
%one rating at night In tllf country,

e program goes everyplace,” Rob-
ertssald,

“I've gotten two calls from New Zea-
1and and others from Norway and Swe.
den, Once SS Hope listencrs wrote in,
and lo any given month, I bear from ap
average of 38 states.

“I represent the entire Detrolt m
area to people outside,” - tmetro
With WIR moving from the Fish
Bullding to : Roberts® lcbedn::
wiil move around a little as well, But
basically he gets to work before 1
pm., goes through wire copy, and
sporta material, and then is on 0 § a.m.

“Life i3 s0 backward for »
2ald. “Jo Anne sleeps while T mme. ..;'3
works all day. Until Cindy was born,
gn:_-uyed up all night and critiqued

“I aibble on around
and eat breakfast at § am, u:‘e:nt
bome and sleep until about noon.* g

His wife i3 (nvolved in achoo!
lbraries, and the Lugue": W i,
Voters, She is a past proaldent
Detroit Area LWV and of

Historicl Soclety,

amen
of the
West




