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The Pledge of Allegiance is family’s heirloom

By Aichard Lech
staf! writer

It was a touching moment in a class-
room at Redford’s Keeler Elementary

School.

The sixth-grade pupils in teacher Jan
Marks’ class stood and recited the
Pledge of Alleglance, fust as they and
millions of other American schoolchil-
dren do every morning.

Underneath the flag, thelr visitor, 82-
year-old Welby Bellamy Farrell, sald
the pledge right along with them.

Farretl's presence had a speclal
meaning. As he had told the class min-
utes earlier, his great uncle, Francis

Bcllnmy. wrote the pledge 92 years
ag

le sixth graders were impressed.
Alter reclting Bellamy's oath to flag
and country, they spontancously
flocked around Farrell to get bls auto-
graph,

“I'm very proud of the fact that my
great uncle wrote that,” Farrel) sald of
the pledge.

FARRELL LIVES with his wife,
Fannle, In an apartment at Preshyteri-
an Vlllage, close to Keeler Schoot. He
never met his mother’s unele, but Bal-
lamy's legacy instilled in him a great

lnve of country ~ and a respect for ts

"My famlly's always been very pa-
triotic. They'd fight for thelr country,”
Farrell sald.

A leafet pubtished by the Daughters
of the Amerlcan Revolution (DAR) tells
how Bellamy came to write hls short
masterpiece.

A resldent of Rome, N.Y., Bellamy
composed the pledge when he was on
the staff of the Youth’s Companion, a
magarine popular with young people
around the turn of the century.

The pledge was first In the

Bellamy also happened to be the chalr-
man of the execulive commiltee that
planned the National Publle School Cel-
cbration of Columbus Day in October
of that year. He made his freshly writ-
ten pledge an integral part of me fes-
tivities.

*During the celebration it was re-
peated by more than 12 million public
school pupils In every state In the un-
ion,” the DAR said.

AFTER THAT, the pledge weat on to
bccoma as much an undhpuud Ameri-

Francis Bellamy's clalm to having
written the pledge did not go uncontest-
ed, howover. According to the DAR, the
llmlly of James Uphlm. who also was
a member of the stalf of the Youth's
Companlon in 1892, contended that Up-
ham bad, in fact, written it.

To settle the matier, the now-defunct
United States Flag Association ap-
polnted a committee of scholars to ex-
amlne the evidence provided by both
families.

The committee unanimously declded
1n !nvar of Francis Bellamy, and the
Flag Committee accepted

Sept. 8, 1892, lssue of the magazine.

as “The

Banner.

Area Agency on Aging lists ’85 services

The Area Agency on Aglng Execu-
tlve Board has approved fundlng to
provide social and nutrition services
for older Oakland County resldents for
flecal year 1985,

According to Sandra K. Reminga, di-

" rector of the agency, “All persons 60

' years of age and older have access to

- the services funded by the Arca Agency
on Aglng

Personal carc and homemaker ser-
vices will be available to those older
residents  having difficulty in their
homes and who are in need of some as-
sistance. In a similar veln, the agency
is supporting a home-chore program In
the county to help the elderly with out-
door and heavler in-home jobs,

A new service this yecar to assist
famllies of the frafl elderly will pro-
vide resplte care for famlly caregivers.

Funding will provide counseling ser-
vlces for older adults and outreach ser-
viees to assist In [dentifying the needs
of isolated arca residents,

Senior center developer positions to
provide for the development of cre-
ative programs werc awarded to the
City of Royal Oak and the Jewish Com-
munity Center.

Services for older
adults include nursing home ombuds-
man and advocacy and nursing home
community counclls.

THE AREA AGENCY is able to
make these services available to coun-
ty older adults through the use of Older
Americans Act federal funds, appropri-
ations from the state legislature, and
funds contributed to local provider
agencles by the County Board of Com-
missloners,

‘The local agencies who have been se-
Jected to operate the nutrition and so-
ciatl services are the Qakland Livings-
ton Human Service Agency, Oakland
County Moblle Meals, Arca Services
Assoclation, the City of Farmington
Hills, Clty of Royal Qak, Catholle So-
cial Services of Ozkland County, Jew-
ish Family Service, Older Persons
Commisslon, Homemaker Service of
Metropolitan Detroit, Michigan Associ-
atlon of the Deaf and Hearlng Im-
palred, the Community Counclls Asso-
clatlon, the Greater Detrolt Association
for the Blind, and Citizens for Better

are.
The agency s a regional planning,

organlzatlon for older adulu In six
countles of southeastern Michigan.
Oaklnnd County is one of the six coun-
ties.

County residents serving on the advi-
sory councll and executlve board are
rd N. Cogger, Dorls Shuchter,
Mattle Green, Leo Mahany, John Erich,
James E. Lanol and Myrtle Hunt.

Madrlgal performs
2 holiday concerts

The 70-voice Madrigal Choral of
Southlleld, under the direction of Caro-
iyn Eynon, will perform In two con-
certs during the holiday scason, The
first is scheduled for 8 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 1 in Kirk in the Hills, West Long
Lake Road, Bloomfleld Hills. The sec-
ond beglns at 8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15
in Old St. Mary Church Greektown,

Among the numbers the choral will
perform ks Poulenc's “Gloriz," featur-
Ing soprano Carolyn Grimes.

Also included in the program are
numbers from the repertoire of Schutz,
Benjamin Britten, Jean Berger, Robert

haw, Monteverdl, Handel and
Vaughan Williams. _Mgr)nbers of the

Bir

the committee's declsion in 1039,

Growing up on the family farm in In-
diana, Farrell was aware from an ear-
1y nge of his familial connection to the
Pledge of Alleglance,

The pledge, however, was not part of
the dally routine at the lttle red
schoolhouse he attended. Although the
chlldren occaslonally would recite the
pledge, thelr only dally task was to
come up with a Blble quotation, which
they reclted In class.

Young Farrell also was aware of an-

other noted author in the famlly. Fran-
els Bellamy's brother Edward wrote
the 1887 best seller “Looking Back-
ward — 2000 to 1837" a sclence flction
novel that projected a socialist utoplan
soclety for America.

The book insplred the creation of a
national polltienl party, the Nationalist
Party, but was less-than-inspiratlonal
to young Farrell,

“When I was a kid we had a copy
around, but I never could get into (t,”
Farrel! said.

FARRELL moved to the Detroit
area in 1926 and worked for Chryster
Corp. for 38 years before retlring from
the engineering department in 1964,

The Farrells once had a framed copy
of the pledge written by Francts Bella-
my himself, but lent it to a relative,
who never returned it.

Yet they have a memory of Bella.
my's legacy that transcends any tangj.
ble souvenir,

Several years ago the Farrells visit.
ed Bellamy's grave Ino a cemctery tn
Rome, In central New York State,
Slgns throughout the clty point out the
locatlon of the grave marker, which is
inscribed with the pledge. An American
flag flles over the grave 24 hours a day,
Farrell said.

Farrell also flies his flag every day,
except in Inclement weather, and en.
courages others in Presbyterian Vil
lago to do the same,

"There's no flag that can touch (t"
Farrell sald. "Our own iz the most
beautiful of any country.”

And he's similarly proud of the “re.
public for which it atands.”

“What country in the world could you
get that's half as good?”

The Galileans
bring the '
gospel in song

The Galileans, a six-member muslcat
gmup, present "The Gospel in Sang," at
pm. Sunday in Falth Covenant
Church 35415 14 Mile Road, There [s
no admission charge. The group which
sings with plano and organ accompanl-
ment has made personal appearances
since 1966, accepting donations,

The concert will take place durlng
the church's weekly “Sunday at Seven"
gatherings. Sunday merning services
are at 9:30 and 11 a.m. Sunday School
classes run at the same time. A nursery
is provided and colfee Iy served as each
service.

Wednesday night is Family Night,
which begins with a 6:15 p.m. supper
and fncludes Bible studles, Pioncer
Program for youngsters and actlvitles
fur older youth.
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TEMPTATIONS MUIRWOOD SQUARE HOLIDAY STORE

* Gitts and Gift Ideas
* Bedecked Christmas Trees
« Holiday Tables
..all to fuel your Imagination

Spedially Priced

Trim a tree for Sarah Fisher
Buy one ornoment and we wil
tim Sarah Fisher's free with a
second. All proceeds donated to
the Sarah Fisher Home of
Formington Hills, Help fulfil the

Saturday, Nov. 24 Traveloa children’s hollday dreams

‘ Joln AROUND THE WORLD TRAVEL Get the spirit
; at Nam, 2p.m. and 4p.m. for
: “Cruising the Carlbbean*
t Widen your horlzons!
KIDS. ..

* Free holiday fantasy photos
« Enter our fun-filed
holiday gift drawing NOW!

Tuesday, Nov. 27
Wrecth and house tiimming
workshop, 2pm. to 4p.m.

&
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MUIRWOOD SQUARE
SHOPPING CENTER

Grond River and Droke In Farmington Hiis

Holiday Hours:
Daly 10am to 9pm. Sunday noon 10 S5pm




