This spy’s life would make 007 shudder

By Richard Lech
staff writer

.‘I’?hn Cottell was sure he was about

The German troops led him to a wall
at the Geatapo headquarters. The lights
of four trucks shone on him as the Nazi
firing squad prepared to fire.

As a British spy with a price on his
head, Cottel} had been’

John Cottél spent 32 yoe

sarvice. During that time he
was imprisoned In’

Buch,

dle hy Naz! leader Helarich Himmler.

“It was not like a Douglas Falrbanks
movle,” Cottell told the Livonla Town
Hall audience last week,

“I was very frightencd, but, you
know, there h a very big difference be-
tween being frightened and lettlng the
blighters see it I {ought and kicked not
to have a blindfold.”

HE REMEMBERED making his
peace with God, then bracing himself
with his hand agalnst the wall.

ald tration
camp, spent 18 months in
solitary confinement in &
Russlan prison and learned.
!ha! his wife was killed by
Nazis and his son by.
‘Russlan agents.

In the British secret |

“To my surprise, the wall
u lhe bullets shot over my head,” he
“This, of course, was donc to

make me talk.”

For five consecutive mornings the
soquence was repeated, each time the
{iring squad alming high. Seeing this
could not make him talk, the Nazis
commuted bls sentence to long impris-
onment in a place he calls a “Dante’s
Inferno,” the concentration camp at
Buchenwald.

Cottell described these and other
grim experiences he had In 32 years
with the British secret service, Cottell,
who retired from the service in 1974
with the rank of coloncl, was the sec-
ond speaker in the 1984-85 Town Hall
:cl:uan at the Mal Kal Theater in Livo-

a,

‘WITH HIS walking cane (a gift to hla
great-grandfather from King Edward
‘VII) at hls side, Cottell spoke In a re-
strained, gentle volce about horrars
that were neither restralned nor gentle.

“I would Hike to dispel the James
Bond Image people have,” Cottell said.
“It was not llke that at all. It was ex-
tremely dlfficult.”

He described his experiences In wars
.both hot and celd, including 16 months
in l_’,;l‘;ﬂll.n-y continement In a Russian

0.

F He told how two of those he loved
‘were killed by those he fought agalnst.

. His first wife was killed by the Nazis,
His gon died as the result of injurics
suffered in an auto “accldent” that Cot-
tell subsequently found had been com-
mitted by Soviet agenis as a way of
getting at him.

“One never really gets away from
:the feeling of someone's hand on your
‘shoulder,” he sald. “Although there Is
only about 1 percent of a chance of
‘something happening, I stlll look over
my shoulder and keep my back to the
wall. That sounds dramatle, but that’s
.the way Ilive.”

HE SAID his message was to de-
acribe the sacrifices people have made
for freedom — and to wam of the
threat to freedom that exists today
from the Soviet Unlon.

Cottell, who became a resident of the
United States four years ago, sces
adopted country as being in danger
from enemies within and without,

*You must remember, in this coun-
try there are Russian agents, people
brought up as first and second genera-
tion Americans, They do exist. The So-
vlet Unlon has done a great job of Infll-
tration.”

A supporter of President Reagan,
Cottell sald proponents of the nuclear
freeze arc “naive* He sald he, too,
would like to abandon all auclear

weapons.
“But we can't do that because what-

ever we do the Soviets are golng to
keep butlding up.”
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HE CHARACTERIZED the Soviets
as ruthless adversaries who have sald
they intend to enslave the West — and
mean jt.

“Sometimes when I hear ple
volce thelr opinion I say, ‘Fine, you've
sald what you feel. Now shut up and
listen, for God's sake listen, to us who
know what's going on.'

Cuttell first entered the spy business
at the age of 18 durlog World War II.

At school, he had been a “mild boy”
who didn't llke to fight and dld not get
very high grades.

When war came, Cottell had been
turned down for an officer’s position
with the army and became an army
mechanic instead.

An intelligence offfcer saw potentlal
In bim, however, and recruited him for
Speclnl Operations Exzecutive {SOE),
the sectlon of British Intelligence that
operated behind enemy lines with the
reslstance fighters.

COTTELL UNDERWENT extenslve
tralning, includlng learning from crim-
inals how to blow safes and burglarlze
a bultding.

At the end of his trainlng he was sent
to a place called Camp X on the shores
of Lake Ontario in Canada,

“This was a barbaric school, and I
saw men killed In training,” he sald,

“I went through two months of ex-
treme pressure. At the end of that I
suppose I was a hlgh-powered secret
agent.”

One of his teeth was removed and re-
placed with a false tooth with a top
that unscrewed, Inslde, Cottell was
told, was cyanlde capsule with which
he could kill himself within 15 seconds
f captured.

The young agent then was sent to
meet with no less a persenality than
the British prime minister, Winston
Churchill,

* I want you to go, ag one of my best
agents, to Holland,” * Churchill sald.

“I remember saying, ‘But I don't
speak Dutch."

“‘Well, my boy, you have one week
tolearn.'"

WHAT COTTELL didn't know was
that he was being used to try to decelve
the enemy. Intelligence had looked at
hls poor school grades and declded he
was a weak man who would crack un-

der pressure. He was fed false informa-
tion that the British hoped he would
glve to the Nazis once he was captured,

“I'm sure the capsule that was under
my tooth was not lethal because they
wanted me to talk,"” Cottell sald.

After the war, Churchlll apologized
to Cottell for n:lng him in an attempt
to foo) the Germ:

“Well, bad luck slr " an angry Cottell
sald, “It didn't work."”

INSTEAD OF being coptured, Cot-
tell worked with the Dutch reslstance,
blowing up trains and doing “as much
damage as I could.”

The Nazis put a price on Cottell's

head and his name and face were
plastered on wanted posters throughout
Holland. He eventually made hla way
to pro-British Portugal, but only after
belng imprisoned for a while in Naxi-
sympathlzing Spain.
Back in England Cottell married a
Belglan woman who also was working
for the SOE and made two parachute
misslons to France herself,

In September 1944, the British decid-
ed upon a massive parachute raid on
Armhelm In Holland. Cottell became a
regular British army offlcer for the
{lrst time, and was sup
as a ltaison between the Dutch resist-
ance and the British Army,

COTTELL PARACHUTED behind
German lines, was wounded, picked up
by resistance fighters and left at a
Dutch hospital, where he was to have a
most unweleome visitor,

“A young German officer was look-
ing down at my bed,” Cottell sald. “In
one hand he had a rope, {n the other one
of the pletures of me that had
the wall of a pollce station,

“He addressed me by the name I had
used in the Dutch resistance. Then In
true cowboy style be put the rope
around my neck and drove me down
the hallway to a walting truck.”

Cottell underwent his flring-squad
ordeal, then was packed In chains in a
cattle car to Buchenwald. There he was
asslgned to the camp hospital to re-
move the remalns of the victims of the
sinister ex—perlmenu performed by the
“doctors” there,

“Don’t believe what people tell you
about the gas chambers or concenira-
tlon camps never existing,” Cottell
sald. “I am a living witness.”

posed to serve |

ONLY THE ARRIVAL of the US.,

Army in April 1945 saved Cottell and
other Buchenwald survivors from
death. In a near state of shock from his

experience, Coticll returned to Eng-
| land.

His wife bad gone on her third mls.
slon to France, after giving blrth to
thelr son. Yet no one would tell bim
what had happened to her.

“Here came an lnu-icn!.u web o! de-
céption to decelve me.”

Groggy from a drug treatment, he
one day talked to someone who sald she
was her on the phone, It wasn't uatil he
was assigned {0 a desk job of sorting
photographs of people who badn't re-
t&med from the war that he found ont

The second photograph he saw was
of a “solitary, naked glrl with one leg
underneath her body.'

“This was seconds before my wifo
was machine-gunned to death, Soma
casual German photographer had
caught the uiter look of determination
in her eyes, and I can tell you that has
carried me all through these years.”

m THE war, British Intelll-
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geocs Had to decido what to do with
Couetl, who knew & mt deal About
the intelligence of
“They had a decislon to mlhe.
whether to bump me off or find some

loyment for me. So they p,

mhxbmhll’ad me."”

For this new, cold war, he was given
& cover as a bustnessman,

In this role, he collected troop move-
ments and other information during the
1958 Hungarian Revolution,

But on ano! assignment, in Dres-
den, East Germany, Cottell was arrest-
ed as an agent of a forelgn power.

Someone within British Intelligence
fad betrayed him.

After his trial — durlng which he
was beaten three times — ho was sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison, the firat
two in solltary confinement at the
dread Luby: unhPrhvnlanw.For
four monm he was subjected to
interrogations lasting 16 hours.

TO SAVE his mind, he mentally con-
structed a house down to every detall,
even the gut|
m;mny years later I built that fiouse,

Ho also made a pact with God that if

Huwould" va' me un,xwm 6
Youllmyﬂ W» serv

“That's thlkeplmllln,notﬂ:dr

tralnlng.” bé mald,
British .umdua ovmm!ly won
later
Hllapeﬂmee
theipywul *Tinker, 'mur
Spy” by John LeCarre.
THROUGHOU'I‘MJywllnIMAIH
geoce, Cottell’s tamily tiever knew his
Mmpnﬂmﬂahdmumd.m
his wife, son and daughter
lhemth.ﬂomxymdnnymmm
know in later years. .
’l‘heul.lmw'ylew!dlet
in my family know what I ru!lydo."
he zald. “That would have been the

chink in my armor,
“L had to live a lie, It had to be part
of me. It hldwi’me off my Uips just

.A\.

uluthnt‘u

ter his retirement, Cottell was or-_
dﬂned an lcan minister and even-
tually left England because it was “too

near the nerve center of my past.” He
now considers & permanent
resident of the United States.

“I love England, but this is my coun-
{ry now, this ls my home,” he said.
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As your Hostess, It's my job to help you
make the most of your new nelghbor-
hood. Qur shopping areas, Community
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facts to save you time and money. Plus a
baskat of gifts for your family. I'll be
listaning for your call,
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