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The jury is still out
on chelation therapy

Dear Jo:

What Is chelation therapy — and ean
it help bardening of the erteries?
Mr. D.

Dear Mr. D.:

Chelation therapy I1s a 10-week
course of treatment consisting of 30 to
40 sessions in which the chemical
EDTA (cthylenediaminctetraacetate) Is
glven Intravenously over a period of
three to four hours,

‘The treatment [s promoted primarily
for chest pain (angina) and other condi-
tlons such as hardening of the arteries
and has been used as an alternative to
bypass surgery. Other proposed bene-
{lts of chelatlon therapy are improving
the memary, opening blocked arteries,
dissolving small cataracts, reduclng
the symptons of arthritis and it Is sup-
posed to have an antl-aging eficet.

Apparently, this chemical Is able to
bind with a variety of minerals and
metals that are present efther in the
blood or in body flulds. After binding or
chelatlon occurs, the mineral or metal
(s excreted through the kidneys,

Infuslons of EDTA have been suc-
cessful in the treatment of persons suf-
fering from heavy-metal poisoning,
such as lead polsoning. During the

not only the symptons of lead polsoning
had subsided but that the symptoms of

also scemed Impi
after treatment. He apeculated that the
mineral, calelum, found fn the arterles
of persons with this dlsease bound to
the EDTA and was excreted.

Studles such as these are considered
ancedotal rather than sclentlflc in na-
ture and are not coneluslve proof that a
therapy is beneficial. Extensive and
controlled sclentifle studies have to be
done on this chemlcal before it can be
consldered a proper medical trcamt-
ment for atherosclerosis or any other
of the aferementloned conditions,

The FDA has only approved EDTA
for the treatment of heavy metal pol-
soning and a couple of very rare dls-

eases,

At this present time chelation thera-
py s offered by an estimated 1,000
practitioners or cllaics in the Unlted
States. The cost of a course of treat-
ment, which Is not covered by Insur-
ance, ranges from $3,000 to $8,000.

So, Mr. D., untl) this controverslat
therapy has been scientiflcally proven
to be successful in the treatment of
atherosclerosis and other discases, we,
the consumers, must be wary of is
present clalms and have to take 4 wait-
and-see attitude.

19503 a physician gave chel. thera-
py to several patlents who were suffer-
ing from both lead polsoning and kard-
ening of the arterics. He reported that

can write to Jolayme
Farrell at PO Box 66, Postal Station
G., 1075 Queen Street East, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada.

Red Cross takes funds
for African famine relief

The Southeastern Michigan Chapter
of the American Red Cross i3 accepting
contributions for African Famlne Re-
llef.

More than $21,500 [n unsolicited con-
tributlons have already been recelved
by the local chapter,

Chapter Chalrman Anthony J. Vinei
announced that the Executive Commit-
tee of the Board of Directors has ap-
proved a campaign to raise a minimum
of $120,000 from the cltizens of the
metropolitan Detroit area.

Checks should be made payable to
American Red Cross, earmarked “Afri-
can Rellef,” and mailed to: Executive
Ottice, American Red Cross, Southeast-
ern Michigan Chapter, P.0. Box 351,
Detroit, Mich, 48232,

CONTRIBUTED FUNDS wlll be
channeted directly to the League of

ed Cross and Red Crescent Socletles,
which [s coordinating a worldwide Af-
rican Relief Campalgn.

= “Helping people in need at home and
-abroad is a Red Cross tradltion,” sald
Vinci. “But, perhaps no disaster has
‘ever posed a greater challenge to Red
_Crossthan the famine In Africa,

+ "Literally thousands of men, women
and children ave starving to death eve-
1y day. In some places in Africa, it has
not rained for two years.”

. THE LEAGUE of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies has jssued a
worldwide appeal for $37 milllon In
‘emergency relief, The American Red
Cross has promised to ralse a mini-

::Oakl_and pyschi

mum of $5 miilton to help the rellef
effort In 12 of the most severely affect-
ed countries, The Southeastern Michi-
gan Chapter goal of $120,000 is part of
the national Red Cross effort.

The countries that will recelve Red
Cross ald are Chad, Djibout, Ethlopla,
Kenya, Mall, Mauritanla, Mozambigue,
Sao Tome, Senegal, Zambla, Zimbabwe
and Tanzacia,

SEVERAL AMERICAN Red Cross
teams will travel to Africa the end of
November to obtaln flrst-hand infor-
matlon on famlne conditions and relief
operations. The teams will be headed
by American Red Cross Presldent
Richard F. Schubert and will be ac-
companied by actor Charlten Heston.

Although the officlal American Red
Cross fund campaign will not begin un-
til January, the Southeastern Michigan
Chapter i3 accepting donations which
wlll be forwarded to the national Red
Cross on a weekly basix for transmis-
sion to the League of Red Cross Socl-
etles in Geneva, Switzerland,

CONTRIBUTIONS TO  Red Cross
will be used to obtaln food and medical
supplles, to transport those materials
to the affected arcas, to staff relief op-
crations and to develop long-term food
production programs In areas where
agricultural production has almsot dls-
appeared due to the lack of rainfall
over an extended period of time,

Cross rellef efforts will be
aimed primarily at helping “high risk”
groups such as children, nursing moth.
ers, pregnant women and the elderly.

atrist is handed

4-month jail sentence for fraud

A Blrmingham-Bloom!leld area psy-
.chlatrist who pleaded gullty to flling
Araudulent health-care claims follow-
g an Investigation begun by Blue
‘Cross and Blue Shield of Michigan
! M), the FBI and the USS, district
~httorney’s office has heen seatenced to
-four months in jall,

7 Gary R. Plerce, MD,, 41, of Bloom-
JJield Hills, was also ordered to

return
‘.Lss.ooo to BCBSM and fined $1,000 by
US. District Judge Anna Diggs Taylor,
H Dl:dp'ﬁr hchhlrf l:onnuung
o with psy c cen-
dera in Oakland County to be charged
Mvith flling frandulent claims during the
7 months.

The probe began fn 1980 following a
tip. At the time, Plerce was associated
with Walden Mental Health Services of
Southfjeld.

A federal grand jury subpoenaed re-
cords 1n 1981. Dr. Plerce challenged
the action to the U.S. Supreme Court,
but the court rejected his argument.

“Subsequent investigation revealed
that Dr, Pierce billed BCBSM for ser-
vices that were pot performed,” ex-
plained Gregory W. Anderson, director
of BCBSM's jnvestigative unit."

The Blue Cross-Blue Shield telephone

n;unbu- for reporting frauds ls 800-482-
3787, .
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 Custom Spreads ¢
Custom slipcovers
| {Labor Specal)

DRAPERY SALE t
Labor $8 Per Pane)
Spedal Prices KvﬂabhmDrapery,

Stpcover & Upholstery Fabrics
@ES‘T PRICES ON VERTICAL & HORIZONTAL BLINDS

GRAND OPENING!

Men's and Kids'

$4090

lialian hiker, )
Sturdy suede upperin brown.
Men's sizes 612-11, 42,13,
Kids’ sizes 342-6. -

At mostslores $36, §34

Our regular price
$29.99,$27.99

- Women's

$4990

Studded boot
Assoried colors
SuedeLeather

- At moststores $38
Qur regulor price
$32.99

For the Family

59690

Lightweight suede canvas hiker

Men’s sizes; lan or grey. §26.90

Kids'; $24.90. Similar women's

Velero closure hiker:

khaki or blue: $28 90
——At-mostslores-534-$40————

Qur regulat price

$25.99-534.99

AN EXTRA 20% OFF ALL HANDBAGS!

Famous Footwear. The

————0urteguorprice—|

R3]

Kids' *
$Q90
. Moon bools.
Polyurethane uppets
In assorted colors.
Removeabile liners.
Kids’ full sizes,

Atmost stores $18
Qur regular price

Kids'

34790

Fleece-lined bool.
Versatile nylon in grey,
dusty rose or navy.
Kids® fult sizes 43.4,
Atmost stores-$28

Our regulor price

Men's

*2390

6" Sport bool

teother foot with canvas
upperin tan. Side zip:
Men'ssizes 712-41,12, 13,
: Atmost slores $38

$29.99

best

place to buy brand name shoes.

At Famous Footwear you'll find the same brand name shoes
department stores carry. But at savings of 10% o 50%
everyday. And our selection cant be beat. Over 20,000 pairs
for the family in every store. From dress and casuals to all the
big name athletic shoes. So if you're looking for brand name
shoes at the best price in town, come to Famous Footwear, &

Finally Ashoe store that fits the times, - .

GRAND OPENING! ROCHESTER
HAMPTON PLAZA 2079 Rochester Rd.

OAKLAND PLAZA 360 John R.
LIVONIA TOWN CENTER 29635 W, 7 Mile

Rd.

CLINTON VALLEY SHPG. CTR 44947 Schosnherr Rd.,
ROSEVILLE SHPG. CIR. 28788 N. Gratiot
SOUTHFIELD PLAZA 29710 Southfield Rd.




