Russian cellist shows outstandin

The latest Detroit Symphony pro-
gram had some unique characteristics.
One of the most noteworthy was the
{act that every element on the program
was elther a firat or & second.

The works on the program consisted
of the wnc poem “Richard III* by Sme-
tana (first performance by the DSO),
the nm cello concerto Op, 107 by Shos-
takovich {second formance} and the
Symphony No. 5 by Dvorak (first per.
formance).

The (lrst-second concept appllies to
the visiting artists as well. Guest con-
ductor was the young Czech Maestro,
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Jiri Belohlavek, who made his debut
here with this appearance, and the so-
loist was the young Russian celliat, Da-
vid Geringas, marking his second ap-
pearance with the DSO,

One who ls accustomed to Cold War
terminology would also tend to see the
Eastern Bloc as the commoo denomi-
nator of boLh guest u—usu and the
works This

boyond & rigld political ideology, This
last observation s especially signifl.
cant In the case of Shostakavich, who
had to struggle most of ks life to rec-
onclle the ideological demands of the
authoritles in hls country and his own

artistic needs,
MAESTRO Belohlavek, who at the
age o( 38 Is considered utremcly

acter, but one is hard put to find much
substance beyond the noise. -

As one of the musiclany lplly
quipped, *Thls s a perfect
lng ulecum this Smetana plece Is u

The Dvorak Symphony, however, has
more redeeming features per-
formance suggested. Granted it isa't an

lece.

tion is, of course, less accurate,

For one uﬂng, Smetana and Dvorak
lived long before the concept of the
“Eastern Bloc” came into being, and
musiclans of consequence tend to reach
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Impresalve track record, Hnwcver. not
all of the works on the program proved
10 be sultable vehicles for hia tatent.
‘The works by Smetana and Dvorak
offcred a convincing argument for
their obscurity. The "Richard ITI* !nne
poem contains a lot of nolsy
that supposedly portray the lwlaled

However, i this work s

formed at all, it a.hou!d be treated as if
it were a masterplece, to pruent Itin
the best possible light,

This performance gave the impres-
sion that there was no concerted effort
to penetrate beyond the basic notes and
‘There was no

personality of
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wiu: the secondary themes. The one ex-
ception was the scherzo, which is rem-
iniscent of Dvorak’s “Slavonic Dances™
and therefore pmvidzd some familiar
ground,

THE HIGH polnt of the evening was
achleved with the Shostakovich concer-

- 0. Geringas demonstrated not only ex-
cellent but his

oninol 7

style was also unpruslve. He dug into
the passages in the flrst movement and
presented the basic pattern In it with
Infinite ]\Lnrlety.

‘The singing quality aof his Guadagnini
iostrument In the second movement
and jts extended cadenza was an exam.
ple of rare lyric purity. In the final,
sweeplng movement, a string rapt:
in the middle of the ecstatie enthusl-
asm.

Fortunately, prlndpal cellist Jtalo
Babini had & Uw -pot.
wh‘lhclh; poﬁlm
within a minute. Listening to a
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Following the long applause, Geﬂm
gas played a Sarghande from Bach's
fourth sulte M‘uuewmpanlndee!!ou
an encore, One could hardly expect a
better tribute for the master, whose
300th birthday is 1o be celebrated next
year.

David Geringas s scheduled to ap-
pear with the Chamber
Players next February. Hopefully, we
shall also hear more of Belohlavek In
the future. In spite of the aforemen-
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