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Make your art a gift

By David Messing
special wriler

1 really admire people who plan ahead. I just
can’t, or maybe I should say I just don’t. I am not
gning to blamg my short coming on my business

my childhood, my home (I've been remod-
cllnn for u:a last three years) or my boys whose
schedules have put Sandy and I ““on the road agaln.”
There is just so much today that tomorrow seems a
loag way off.

‘Thema Pugh is one of my very talented art stu-
dents. A couple of months ago she asked me to
spoak at her Art Club, When we figured out which
was the best night of the week, I asked, “Is it this
month?” and she sald, “Oh no it's April of 1985.”

WELL, TO a non-planner llke myself that sounds
like it's about three light years from November,
Yes, Thelma, I'll be there but let's talk about it
around March. Wait a minute, 1 did plan ahead
when we named our youngest son. I thought “when"
Adam grows up and “if" he decldes to be an artist,
it would be neat if hls initials spelled his pame. So
we pamed him: Adam Drew Aaron Messlng
(A.D.A.M.). I can just see it in the lower right hand
cormer of a palnting.

SINCE FOR once in my life I planned ahead,
when Adam grows up he wlll probably cod up
welder or something. Yo know I don't even plan
ahead for the holldays until they are here. Like 1
think of ‘l‘hanluu(vlng, the morning I get up and the
parade ls or

1 also do all my Christmas shopping bright and
early on the Dec. 24. For you folks that think ahead,
1 thought it would be Interesting to talk about some
of the media that would make for nice Christmas
glits. Also I would like to mention some of the very
interesting glfts non artist have created by framing
memorabilia.

FIRST, LET me mention how nlce it Is to give a
gifu of your artwork. Your work of art is as charac-
teristic of you as your finger-prints. Your work of
art is & personal expression, an objectification of
your feelings. Your art Is & creation, characteristic
of your talent and most people will AppredMe it

Andree for example, is onc of my students and
she recently went home to France for a vislt. Well
Andrec plcked up a stone from the River Franche
and saved It. Then everywhere she went In Europe,
she bought a stamp characteristic of the country,
Then when she came home she decoupaged the
many stamps to the stonc. Best of all she gave it to
me. It is a beautlful and thoughtful gift and I really
appreclate the tlme that she put into it.

I think artists often discount their own art work,
but as a gift it is really quite a plece of themselves
they are glving. So do something especlully for Un-
cle Bil) or Great Gramma or that new In-law.

ONE NICE medlum Is pen and ink on glass. This
finished artwork must of course be fitted into a
frame and the total appearance is mot often im-
pressive, To ink on glass I only recommend technl-
cal pen ink or Higgens Black magic. All you need Lo
do s lay glass over a sketch and atart inking in al
the llnu and details. A technical pen !s fine for uzls
as it maintains a very fine line. Quill pens also
wnrk well but they can produce a heavier line or
you may prefer to just paint little sections solld
black than cross batch with a seratch polnt as in
seratch-board,

THE SCRATCHBOARD technique on glass actu-
ally produces a much flner line then on scratch.
board, and any mistakes can of course be relnked
and reworked.

But remember, only use tech pen ink or Black
Magic, as other (ndla lnh tend to blister and pop
off when you use the scratchpoint.

Keep this and all gift artwork small. Often, frus-
trated recipients of 18 by 24 plctures come in and
ask us to help them figure out what they can do
with thelr overalze gtft.

I will just briefly mention the medium and not
the technique of some of the other faverites for
gifts.

PEN-AND-INK on smooth colored paper or mat
board. Colored pencil on dark colors or black paper
or mat board,

Speaking of colored pencil on mat board; you
have got to try colored pencil on linen mat board.
Just use one or two color pencils, Burnt Umber and
Burnt Ocher are my favorites on gray linen.

The weave of the board aurface actually can pro-
duce a stitched effect to your drawing. Also with
glIt art, remember to play down your colors.

NOTHING COULD put your loved ohe on the
spot any more than to give them a multicolored
wark of art and [Ind that most of the colors don't go
anywhere In their home. I bave an aunt who knitted
us a plilow last Christmas,

"Oh," we said, “wow" we sald. “Oh you shouldn't
have,” we sald. And of the three exclamations, we
really meant the third one.

Of the 25 colors in the pillow, I think six of them

artifacts

are florescent: But I guess a glow-in-the-dark pil-
low lan't all that bad. If you are good at calligraphy
or even kind of good then find a nice “one Ilner’
phrase and fetter It In color on colored paper
board, Or, instead of Ik, try Ilquld bleach in your
peatip and letter on colored mat

IT TAKES a minute or two but watch as the
letlers turn white against the colored background.
When malled #nd/or framed calligraphy bs a beau-
thhul glit,

If you can't letter at all, use dry transfer letters
on colored paper or mat board.
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559-3344

FOR SALE
OR LEASE

Designer Penthouse
Providence Tower
SOUTHFIELD
CONDOMINIUMS

For Appointment
CALL MICHAEL

642-0046

Entry is off Drake Road,
behlveen Maple and Walnut Lake rcads.

Priced from $143.900.
12%% Fired Rate Morgages are available

666-1750

In the Hills of West Bloomfield

For purchose

2and 3 bedroom ranch and 2 story
delached condominium homes of
exttaordinary quality ond chotacier.

Situated in @ privale esiate-Iike setting,
wilh gcres of pond, frees and roliing hills,
accessed ihrough a 24 hour monitored
galehouse.

A choice of prima sites, fealuring hilllop
focations, and an extraordinary vatiety
of innovative and exciling features, The
Manor Homes at Aldingbrooke ore open
for yout inspection daily, from 42 106

BY BEZTAK « US.A,

A PERFECT SETTING
RUSTIC TRI-LEVEL ranch nestied In roiling hifls. 4 bed-
rooms, one with glass doorwall, 2 full batha, famity room,
attachod patios, 3rd patio has fleidstone grill. Brick wall In
Rving room has flreplece with ralsed hearth. Much more.
$70,000. 658-2300,

IMMACULATE COLONIAL
SHARP 4 badroom home. In Farmington Ridge
sub. Very cloan, tastefulty dwor-lod.full basemont, cantral
alr and alzrm system. $123,000. 851-1800.

BRICK RANCH
NEAT HOUSE on a cormer lol, Cantra) alr, now and
docorating. Hardwood fioors, brick 2 car garage and great
femlly area. $58,800. 851-1900,

NEW CONSTRUCTION
BUILDERS MODEL. Popular Frankiin model, Deslirable fo-
catlon. Open area with balcony, Custom package, Wood,

alarm system, many exiras. Immedi occy,
$140.900, 051-1800, sle cccupancy.

Lathrup Village Fa
rmington Hills

Mary Ann Grewl-Mgr. Genny cgnnd-unn

8559-2300 851-1900

Westland
Laura Cantin, Mgr. J'on& i:yo‘c,l'-‘-'f. Mgr.
326-2000 ‘ . E ' ' 261-0700
Livonia otd e Pl '
mouth/Canton o

CHARMING 3 M;’w”fwﬂ'ﬁ&un ot couid o ‘"‘;;;";";’:g‘i'» Y e unlnllfllah QUALITY mnwou‘rlﬁzgucsue; bulR and superbly
cHARM oedroom home has el tha oo bo - n n 4855.7000 malntalned Tri-Lavet. Tostofutly dacorated In nectral fonee,
o mﬂﬁ- Bring o o o > ® INC. Mﬂ custom bullt-ins, For fussiest buyers. $38,800. 851

ﬁ::r‘nlnglon Northville

REALTORS - Sharon Berra-Mgr.
477-1411 3‘:8-:233'

40,000 SELLERS KNEW WHERE TO GO

Over the past 14 years Real Estate One has sold over 40,000
homes. This represents experience that can help youl To
sell your home at the highest price, in the shortest amount
of time, call us now. Over 1,000 super-professionally
. trained associates are walllng for Your Call!

DECORATOR'S roucu

THIS BEAUTY may well be the sharpea
Fermington. Neutral docor, new tami: N‘ mw;dl" .é:uo!:
down the IIIOM Wwell mAInlllmd $68,900. 477-1111,

15t floor laundry. Backyard
private snd many trees. $124,900, 881-1000.

FARMING‘I‘ON HILLS NORTHVILLE

ranch on super lot. Super neat and ciean . HIGHLAND LAK room
m w targe lot. Home Is very neutral. $65,000, 851- PRICE SI.MIHED! Onthis w&;;l weall li'J’?w 3 bed- BPEOTACUU[‘ FAMILY ROOM. Overiocking treed lot. 3 room. Bpldmssl'alb.lgom mmu Fo:::_l‘; dl#"b‘g
w2 e - coulmykhnhn $10,900, 4771111, Mu: and gas grill, Lend Contrect teems. int condilon, $81,000. 477-1111.
mﬂm 2 fireplaces, alarm, gersge. Neutral de- mm A, NOVI
.. cor lends heelt or n LEVEL, Great & ‘room.
‘ @ e ot au ot wet . WELL m‘g’b‘.’lﬁi‘:m l’lllﬁlm ;‘P‘ treed IOL Three
”‘m tor privacy. Fi room, fireplace, formal dining BACKS TO COMMONS. A “Mark Home." Larpe beautiul
‘room"d“"mtxw wv!h troes, huge deck. $108,000.  master badroom. 18t foor laundry, 2 paniries, Nioely G6co- SOUTHLYON
rated and landscaped. $112,000, 477-1111, LOVELY COLONIAL on one scre

bath, 3 bedrooms, family hﬁ"hM o
3 Foom heatolat repiace.
Miany oihe extras. 302,680, 345-6430. " .
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