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McGhee creates world of perfect harmony

By Benlis Bornstsin
spoctal writer

“Nature is my best teacher,” clalms
natlve Detroit artlst Allle McGhee,
whose most recent palntings (1983- u)
::lﬂn at the Sheldon Ross Gallery of Blr-

As n “close observer of nature,
Ml:.chee 1nugrntes experience, pemm
his

variation of surface response - the
{nnlerlnl ftself suggesting dense viscos-
ty.

Theee I8 a three-dimensional quality
to the paintings 23 McGhee moves
from the flat unpainted masonite to a
heavily encrusted, often flaking, bub-
bled and cracked, but sometimes slick
and shiny surface.

‘THIS IS McGhee's statement that all
must be well orchestrated

and
hlsl\ly textural palntings. By allowlnx
shape, color and textural variation to
work together, he creates a statement
of natural harmony.

The repetitive use of figurative sym-
bots, such as the triangle (mind-body-
splrit} and crescent (moon, horn) vary
according to the concept of the work.
His palette |8 sublle and muted to earth
tones shot with primary colors. i

The materials such as oil, acrylie,
Joint compound and metallles assume a

to achleve a harmonlous balance — a
metaphor for the balance of nature —
in fact, many of the pleces are musical-
1y Uit titled.

*Jungle Sulte,” with Lba suggestion of
a glraffe, bright blue plummage, and
follage, is another example of the
world in perfeet harmony. Since be-
coming an avowed vegetarian, McGhee
{eels freer to observe the beauty of anl-
mals — thelr motion, personality and
moods - their oneness with man.

Although McGhee communicates a
love and commitment to hls work, he
also evokes a sense of humor, The two-
dlmensional beautifully palnted palnt
er'’s slick fs McGhee's way of saying
that often the tool Is as wonderful as
the work.

His pl. ofa

In “3/4 Time" the tilted 1
shape of a sall rendered in slick ahiny
clectrie blue has an unbeat movement
and energy as the thick whitened bub-
bled and cracked-like #urf explodes in
o spray. The brownish-red of the un-
painted masonite suggests 2 symphony
of nature-carth, water, sky.

metric tool of mm.hemnllcnl balnncn
and proportlon, suggests not ooly the
Intruslon of science into art, but that
the two exist together.

Allle McGhee's commitment to art
extends to the larger art community
where he has been active for almost 20

years. He has taught at Qakland Com-
munity College, Your Heritage House
and presently at Northern High School
where heluru.lt in residence, |

In addition to teaching and insplring
talenled and Interested young artists,
he also works with inmates at the
Wayne County Jall.

MOGHEE s represented in a
number of private and public collec-
tlons, and I.n 1882 was commissioned to
create a large mural for the Martin Lu-
ther King Center in Detroit.

His wark bas appeared In several na-
tional exhlbitions: Black American Art-
ists (Chicago), MId-West Artists Exhibit
{Mllwaukes), The Art Center (Anshurg,
Canada), Kalamazoo Art Center and
the Detrolt Institute of Arts.

The exhibition runs through Nov. 24.
Sheldon Ross Gallery is at 250 Marin,
Birmingham, Gallery bours are Tues-
day through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

60 artists, There witl

The Holiday Sales Show which opens at Birmingham
Bloomfield Art A iation Monday and

through Saturday, Dec. 8, Is always a colorful harb-
inger of the season atiead. A highlight of the show is
the huge Christmas tree with original or

Celebrating the holidays

Sharon Hubbard, pottery, Janice Haddad, evening
purses, and Wayne Peterson and Kathy Burtsher-
Peterson, windsocks and kites. Hours are 10 am.to &
p.m. Monday-Friday, unm 4 pm. Saturday, 1516 8.

Detroit artist Allie McGhee creates richlf toxtured surfaces of oll
acrylics and other substances for his current series of paintings
W;Ih:h have an upbeat fesling to them. This one is titled “Masquer-
ade.” i

by
be many new ariists such as

at 14 Mite,

. GOHDOHIHIUMS
Plymoulh
-.Now Oftfering
Special Model
for Sale.

Top Unlt...tree-top view, located at

1060 York Street, Plymouth
Call for Appointment
433-2380 - s 683-8440

PRIVACY AND PLEASURE
« Lokeiront wooded lot- approximatsty one acre

CLASSIC OLD WORLD CHARM
* Plcturesqgue Laihrup Villege Colonlal

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

SPANISH GONTEMPORARY RANCH
« Tho Broak Side Center - Shelby Township ing

* Live on an tsland In Blrm!

+ Walkinp diatance to schools, shopping and swim club » 17,000 square feet of commerclal bullding +20 x 40 Inground pool with jacuzzl + Lake view from every room

« Large triple lot with beautltul treoa « Zoned to accommodate varisty of businesscs *4-5 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 love « Largo dock with gazebo and beach

* Accuatomed (o the besi—see this home »23 Mile and Mound Roads at Ford Trim Plant »2 fireplaced famity rooms, terraced patlos « 4 bedrooms, 2% baths, 3525 8. f1.

+$121,800 657-8700 *$840,000 843-8500 = $240,800 500 +$289,000 JUST REDUCED 640-8777

i
CONTEMPORARJ‘ RANCH

STATELY TUDOR MANSION “WASHINGTON HEIGHTS SUB" REDUCED 810,000 FOR FAB‘I’ SALEN
« Privato wooded setiing In Bl . Slur !nmllytlamo. 264)(292 fot, 2% car garage . :; ""’; of owniership refiects the beauty and charm of this ’w;;tﬁm I aumtry 'cml)y mom
+Vaulted cellings with bamwood bea A Eats, har mantels « 4 bedrooms, 214 + % baths, famity room, library : :

. 2 .way lireplace In fiving room, llhruy « Finlshod basement wi

rooms, 3 baths, In-law sults
. 5139 200 REDUCED AQAIN

. curllps houulanu quaﬂm. 7.400 8. f1.
« Powablic fountaln, parquet floors, carved doors
+$299,000

= Fabulous kitchen, circular stalrcase, mearbie foyer
+ Many axtras throughout, Land Controct Terms

»2car garage, wm\klon. shlrv
*$86,900

540-8777 547.2000 557-8700

1400 Echo Lane, Bloomfleld Hllls
EXECUTIVE HOME IN BLOOMFIELD
«North of Lone Pine, West of Telsgraph
bedroom Cod on 2+ acres

GREAT VALUE

Cobnloiln

+ 4 bedrooms, 2v baths, large kitchen
"amlly room with natural ficepiace
Mmlnmomumnﬂxﬁyn.

.smm

BLOOMFIELD CONDO
« Estate sale, one owner
=2 bedrooms, 2% batha
« 1 car garage, full basement 6

baths, 2 I
. Mnm bodroom sulte s {oft with wlul stalrcase
« Large lovely woodad lot. Custom bullthome!  »
»$105,000 .

Localed off Mich, Natural Beauty Rd.
»Superb recreation area, poot
+ $335,000

. :
ham erlaim

SALE POSITIONS AVAILABLE...CALL TODA

.+ Neutral tones, mint condiion
+$76,500

851-2303

BLOOMFIELD

644-6788
@

WEST BLOOMFIELD
851-2303

THRUP
557-6700

ROYAL OAK
547-2000

TROY
643-8500

ROCHESTER
651-3330

BIRMINGHAM




