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Christmas cards

Age-old tradition enters high tech

Snow may be folling, and stores may be
bustling with shoppers, but it really isn't
Christmastime until the letter carrier de.
livers the first Christmas card of the sea.
son.

This scason, approximately 3.5 billion
Christmas cards will be sent in the United
States. That figure is even mose impres.
sive when one realizes how far the grect.
ing card has evolved since ita b i

The history of greeting cards goes back
morc than 500 years., Yet today's cards

The custom of exchanging cards dotes
back to the 1400s when Europeans left
specinl grectings. while visiting friends on
New Year’s Day. These greetings were of-
ten small woodcuts wishing good will for
the coming year, Sometimes they featured
an engraving of the Christ Child.

This practice ended in 1652 when Eng.
land's Puritan Pacliament abolished pub-
lic observance of Christmas. Later, during
the early years of Queen Victorin's reign,
Christmas celebrations came back into

continue to create history, ding to o
spokesman for American Grectings. For
le, such D arc offering new
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lines of greeting cards this Christmas that
use the technological capabilities of the
microchip, Some cards actuatly can scpro-
duce the human voice, and ather have
noises such as engines and thunder. In
other cards, smull lights blink when the
cards arc powered by a thin battery that
drives small silicon microchip ond
speaker inside the card.

THE TECHNOLOGY may be new, but
the idea was uscd long ogo. In 1878, an
English publisher introduced sound cards
that were two thin pastcboard layers
sandwiching a flat suction whistle. When
pressed, the card emitted a friendly chirp.

foshi and shopkeepers began to add
seasonnl grectings to their trade cards.

The yeor 1843 is notable in the history
of the Christmas card. Chorles Dickens
popularized the message of this holiday in
his novel, “A Christmas Carol,” and ta
celchrate this event, an exclusive shop on
London’s Old Bond Strcet offered its cus.
tomers the first Christmas card.

Onc doy during that season, u gentle.
man named Hency Cole passed by the
shop. He was known in England as a pas.
sionnte supporter of the Penny Post, a
mailing system started three years carlier
that sllowed the sender of mail to bear the
cost instead of the receiver,

Cole conceived nn idea to send a Christ.
mas message vin the Penny Post and
asked his friend John Calatt Horsley ta
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From Pulsar Quartz.

Cliistmas sparkles, and s do these elegant diamond

watches trom Dular A pertectly Feautfud @it 1o gve

ar receve. Al saomdable, yor'll stee Iehevimge in
Santa Claos.

We have a complcte selection of Pulsar watches
starting at $49.50,
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Diamond watches for Christmas.
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1 many colors and slyles

CERRER QR QR G R AR SR R R RUR B

e e o
RusTiCS

L 4




