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Future plans
for the Hills
are studied

By Joanno Maliszewakl
statf writer

A Farmlngton Hills citlzens commit-
tee formed to promote a charter
to provide for

ued. “Most people won't support an Is-
sue llke that unless they thoroughly
know about it.”

Echoing Vagnozzl's sentiments, Lar-
son suld he was “not terribly

capital improvements may remaln in
business despite the proposal's recent
failure at the polls.

"We aren’t glving up m.h n’ll." sald

" with the proposal’s defeat.
In the last days of the campaign,
Larson sald, it was clear the charter
amendment was fighting to stay allve
in 8 “no tax atmosphere” prevalent

Harold Larson, an.

Instead, commiltee members arc
scheduled to meet this week. Members
will decide whether to terminate the
commiltee or contlnue to try to get
support for the city’s needed capital
Improvements, Larson safd.

The “Say Yes to Farmington Hitls"
committee was formed in early Octo-
ber to actively promote and support
the passage of a proposal that would
have given the clty authority to levy up
to an addltional 1.5 mills for 20 years
for capital Improvements.

Council lnst week commended the
committee on its efforts by adopting a
resolutlon of appreciatlon,

Desplte the committee's enthustasm
with Its task and belief in the charter
amendment, voters turned down the
proposal by an almost 2-1 margin,

But comimittee leaders were not
suprised by the outcome.

Aldo Vagnozzl, commltteec vice
chalrman, said he was “not especially”
surprised that the proposal was
trounced by voters,

“1 THOUGHT It would be dlfficult
to pass," he said. “The lssue was cer-

the country.

WIith the defeat of Proposal C — the
Voter’s Cholce Amendment — It was
clear voters were not willing to make
such immense cutbacks but nonetheless
were not prepared to glve thelr bless-
Ings to a tax increase, n sald.

‘What Larsen fclt was interesting was
that while “a millage issue has no per-
sonality,” more volers voted on the
charter amendment than they did for
the city council candidates,

Approximately 27,000 votes were
cast for the charter amendment. In the
city councll race, voters cast about
22,000 votes.

With only about a month to work
with before election day, commlttce
members stllf managed to acqulre ap-
proximately $6,000 & donations to help
send a brochure to every houschold in
Farmington Hills, Larson said.

“FRANELY WE dldn't have a lot of
time,” Vagnozz! said,

But then council dld not put the lssue
on the ballot until Jate September, ear-
ly October, Vagnozd sald, Putting the
issue on the primary ballot in August
would have helped city leaders deter-

tainly by the presld
tial and alt the other offices on the bal-
lot, plus Proposal C.

“Many people probably didn't know
it was on the ballet,” Vagnorzi contin-

mine the of the proposal.
‘Then if it was defeated in the primary,
the cily could have made another try at

Ploase lurn to Page 7

Renters debate
strike options

By Joanns Maliszewski
staft writer

Although still considering a rent
strike agalnst Beznos-Beztak Co. In
protest of frequent rent hlkes, Muir-
wood Tenants Association officials say
it won't come before Dec. 1.

“Not only have we not ruled that out,
but It’s becoming more and more of a
possibility,” snid Rob Falls, the

discussed by residents of the Beznos-
Beztak apartments at a general meet-
ing about a week ago. A declsion was
never reached as restdents made it
clear they wanted to know the full con-
sequences of such action,

“Something like that takes a lot of
plapning,” Falls sald. “We want to
make sure that everythlng is done as
well as possible.”

Most resldents in the Beznos-Beztak

tenants’
‘The chances of a rent strike were

School finance chief bids
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A \‘ull day in Amish eountry of Ohlo Ionnd 1hll 1urmnr out worklng In his llald and our 1984 color photo contest winner Emlly Patz
caught this fading bit of Americana.

Winners

A penchant for trips to the Amish
country in Ohlo has reaped a fall har-
vest of sorts for Blrmingham's Emily
Patz.

Alter only four years behind a cam-
era, Patz came out tops among more
than 150 entrics In this year’s Observ-
er & Eccentric color photography

contest, -

Her efforts have won her a week-
end at the Livonia Holiday Inn, $100
In cash and $25 in Holiday money.

Other top finishers in the petl

Photo buffs find action in solitude

Judging for this year's competition
was done by Observer & Eccentric
staf{ members Randy Borst, staff
photographer; Gary Cates, reporter;
Marfie McGee, Wayne County subure
ban life edltcr, Mindy Saunders, statf
photographer; and Steve Barnaby,
community editor,

Patz cnjoys travellng with her
friends from the Motor Clty Camera
Club and the Detrolt Camera Club
Council to the Amish counu-y in Qhio
to take

tion were Gail Yurasek of Farming-
ton Hllls, who placed second. Third
spot was taken by James Higgins of
Grass Lake, Mich. Higglns was vislt-
Ing the Westland area when he saw
the color-pholo-contest entry blank in
the newspaper,

‘The second-place finisher will be
awarded $50 In cash and the third-
pIace winner will be awarded $25.

SECOND- and thlrd-place
phowgrnph: can be seen on the back
of this section,

culture.

“This is the third time I've been to
Ohlo in the fall with friends. I'm very
hesitant to take pictures of them (the
Amish). So I stood at the road to take
this one,” she sald.

The Amish are reluctant to bave
thelr pictures taken, she said, but they
Ignore photographers if they stay far
enough away and don't lnletfem with
their farming.

The wlnnln photo wos uxkeu near
Millersburg, Dhlo Patz used a Nlkon

F2A with a 200memn lens, ASA 84 fllm,
at % second exposure.

“] DID usc a red enhancing filter
to bring out the colors,” sald Patz,
who said the photo was taken on an
overcast October day.

The judges pmm.mx liked the
mood created by Patz's winnlng pho-

tograph.

“It was obviously spontancous,”
sald Barnaby. “You just don't go
around setting up shots of the Amish -
at work. It also was a clever interpro-
tation of the competition’s theme,
‘Autumn Action.’ "

‘Patz says she always wanted to be
involved in photography and the hob-

by mixes well with her desire to be
outside.

Although she enjoys photography,
she has other Interests of an artistic
nature — one of which is oll painting.
She has taken lessons {n that medium,
but says she's “not doing any great

g

many other Interests including hockey and mod-
el trains.

district a fond farewell

By Tom Basr
staff wrlter

At age 64, Bill Prisk of the Farming-
ton schools flgures it'a about time to
call It a career.

He's announced hls retirement after
17 years as the district's assistant su-
perintendent in charge of finances and
services.

And that should leave more time for
the really important things o life —
Iike playing bockey.

. The many-faceted Prisk — defense-
man on two overager hockey tnm:
collector of model trains and rallroa

lore, polisher of stones ‘and nspected
financial expert for the public schools
— was an egenda ltem at the board of
educatlon meeting on Nov. 20, when his
intentlon to retire was revealed.

Prisk’s retirement becomes effective
next June, but his job will be posted
1mmedmcly "30 we can begin screen-

1d “Sr ::n‘:;’dtnl Lewis
posiuun." »al ) 'w|
Schulman diring the meeting.

Schulman accepted the mlmuunu

“with regret and sadness.”
Emma Makinen added, *1 \m\l]d lllc to
thank Mr. Prisk for the detailed Infor-
mation be's provided us over the
years.”

Prisk himsel! seemod to have lttle

to say about his upcoming retirement.
“I'm not anxious to leave,” ko said In
an interview last week. T just think
I'm ready to make a change.
“I lnveu t dwelt on what you're talk-
Ing about (retirement), frankly. It's

our lives, and my turn has come.”

AS FINANCIAL director, Priak held
a key post In the administration during
what he remembered as “hard times™

something that happens to most of us in * Pleasa turn to Page 4
— —— o
what’s inside
Amugements . . . . .. 3C
Cabls Connection. . . | 7A = e
Classifleds ., . Sectlons C-D
Community Calendar . . 78
Crossword puzzle . . 7C
Editorlals, . . . . .
Inside Angls . . . ..
Oral Quarrel . .
Shopping Cart . . . . 1-2C RECRUITMENT

Sports . . . ..
SuburbanLife .

- 581-0000
HOME DELIVERY ., 501-0600

HELP WANTED
Ctassitied Adveriising
Begins in SECTIONC

of today's paper.




