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Polltical actlvitists and local govern.
ent clerks are on a collision course.
eir battleground will be the Michi-
an Leglalature.

lymouth, “and found a number of lo-
al clerks who refuse to deputize.” She
ited West Bloomfield Township, the
ities of Muskegon and Ypsllanti and
any townships,

McAninch was among a parade of
Itnesses Monday speaking :to Sen.
ohn Engler, R-Mt, Pleasant, and his
dminlstration and Rules Committee,
Engler was folned in the Ann Arbor
Clty Holl by Sen. Lana Pollack, D-Ann
Arbor.

“WE FOUND clerka who were
unwiltlng to deputize non-residents, It
|s wholly impractical to staff a booth at
a county fair with 20 or more depu-
ties,” 3aid McAninch.

conducted heavy voter reglstration
drives during the 1984 election. Many

oter signup is thorny issue

Gene Thornton, lobbyist for the
Michigan Townships Association, cited
4 news report where a depuly clerk paid
persons $1each to reglister. ‘That's why '
clerks are reluctant to deputize,’ he

said.

tion forms for a shopplng center drive.
The LWV quickly ran through them and
had to turn away six would-be voters.

® Persons wishing to register in ru-
ral townships had trouble locating
farmer-clerks. “They were off on a
tractor somewhere from sunup to sun-
down,” she quipped. ‘

Secretary of State Richard Austln
backed the LWV by advocating “unl-
form standards for clerks [n appolnting
deputy registrars, Same clerka would
not deputize (members of) some
groups. The leglslature should sot
standards, if there arc to be stand-
ards,” Austin said.

THERE WERE plenty of officials
with dim views of deputizing, however,

eir cards,
casting a public cloud over the honesty
of speclal-interest groups who would
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putize,” he sald.

“I would hate to mandate to a clerk
that they must deputize,” Thormton
went on. "I would llke to sce (deputles
required o have) some training.”

Elalne Skarritt, Milford Township
clerk, said the Mlichigan system pro-
vides ample opportunities for persons
to register — wlth thelr local clerk, at
Secretary of State branch offices and
even at high school princlpals’ offices.

“1 have never encountered anyone
who couldn't register to vote,” sald

it she bad

volers as long as “those worried about
uun;dnployment lines” also are depu.

"“The only thing you and I need to
worry about,” she told MTA's Thorn-
ton, ~is that everybody has an equal
shot at it."

She objected to giving clerks discre-
Uon about whom to deputizs and
whether.’to deputize non-resldents.
“The clerks are taking on too much
pov;-er to decide who ia deputized,” she
sal )

formed declslon, It is terrible to regis-
ter them.”” The mother of a 29-year-old
woman with an 1Q of 20, McQueen sald
five retarded persons {n her daughter’s
group homao were reglstered, an absen-
tee ballots were even sought for them.

Pollack replied that ralsing the ques-
tion of the retarded also raises the
question of aged parents, stroke vic-
tims and “people who appear to be in-
competent,”

Pollack’s big question was who s to
judge whether a person Ls mentally Ln-

driven to resldents’ houses to register
them when they couldn't come to her
olfice during business hours.

SEN. POLLACK said the crux of the

churches” being deputized to register

Northwestern
and Franklin

29100 Nofthwestern, Suite 100
.

Oaily 8:30

to vote. “I don't want the
doctor judging whether I can vote or
not.

- Just in time
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