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Roger Cralg, the Detroit Tigers' pitching coach In their 1984 world

p Ip season, phs coples of his book “Inalde
Pitch” at the Paper Tiger bookatore in Livonia. Earlier this month
Cralg announced that he was reliring from his coaching position
with the Tigers.

Ex-Tiger makes pitch for book

By Richard Lech
staff writor

OGER CRAIG admitted his
arm was getting a little tired,
but no rellever was warming
up.

A steady stream of fans ot the Paper
Tiger bookstore in Livonia kept Craig
busy autographing coples of his book
“Inside Pltch.”

Cralg i3 the pitching coach who guid-
ed the Detroit Tigers through their
1984 world championship season, “In-
side Pltch,” with Tiger manager Spar-
ky Anderson’s Bless You Boys,” Is one
of two inslder’s accounts of the Tigers’
super scason that have been released so
far.

1 hear your book’s better than Spar-
ky's," a fan sald to Cralg.

“Ht Is,” Cralg sald with a blg smile,
then paused.

“Sparky'll tell you that.”

THE RECENT appearance at the ap-
propriately named Paper Tiger was
one of 22 Craig and his co-author, Livo-
nia resldent Vern Plagenhoef, have
made In recent weeks to promate “In-
side Piteh.”

Praised by critics as an {nsightful
look at the team, the book, which takes
the form of a diary, already has sold
out its first printing of 20,000 coples,
Plagenhoe! said. A sccond printing is
on the way.

“A diary is a personal thing, and
there are a lot of personal things In the
book that you normally don’t see,”
Craig said.

With his cowboy boots, glasses, bald-
ing head and southern accent (by way
of North Carclina), Craig was reminl-
scent of a low-key Lyndon Johnson as
he scribbled a personal note to each
fan.

He wore a big go!d belt buckle with a
Tiger’s head on It, a gift from his wife,
and his ‘84 World Series ring, one of

four such rings Cralg has earncd.

Although he was there to promote his
book, Cralg genlally signed anylhlng
handed his way — sllps of paper, book
markers, posters, “Roar of "84” books,
even coples of Sparky's book.

THE AUTOGRAPH seckers scemed
just as interested n the 1985 season as
in the '84 championship year, Specifi-
cally, they wanted to know if Cralg was
coming back next year or golng ahead
with his plans to retire.

“Den’t qult. We necd you,” sald one
fan.

hope a lot of people talk you into
id another.

“I've a lot of them talklng to me,”
Cralg sald. “it just makes the declslon
a lot tougher.”

Four days later Craig made that
“tough decision” and told the Tigers he
was not golng to be the club’s pitching
coach in "85,

“My wife wants me to retire,” he
sald, "“The travel ks the part | don't like.
I love teaching, love coachlng, love the
ballelub, Jove Detrolt.

“But I've been [n professlopal base-
ball since 1950, and we have a nice pen-
ston plan, and I'tl be able to live faicly
decent.”

CRAIG, 53, said he wants to spend
time at his home In San Diego, where
he and his wife, Carolyn, can be with
thelr family year round. Craig sald he
intends to just play golf, ride his horses
and play with his five grandchitdren
this winter.

Recent rumors suggest that Craig
might take the pitching coach's posl-
tion with the Tigers’ World Serles
rivals, the San Dicgo Padres, but that
would still keep him close to home and
famlly.

Someone might wonder whether
Cralg is glad he's net comling back to
the Tigers consldering some of his
book’s candid comments on varlous De-

trolt pitchers.

In the book, for Instance, Craig de-
scribes Jack Morris as one of the best
pitchers In baseball, yet Morris at
times “behaves ltke a llttle boy who's
had hls candy stolen.” Juan Berenguer
at one point In the season “has some
unfounded suspiclons that the club is
having him tailed.” Rellever Aurelio
Lopez had a “brulscd ego” when he lost
the No. 1 tireman's job to Willle Her-
nandez.

Craig denled that his candor would
have led {o friction next year,

“There's nothing really bad in there,
just honest oplnion,” Craig said.
“There’s nothing controversial. 1 don't
think it will have an effect. I think
they'll enoy it."

1 he had returned Craig sald he
would have guarded agajnst the Tgers’
pitchers falling prey to the second-year
Jjlnx that seems to have haunted cham-
pions in recent years.

“If I'm here next year they won't be
complacent,” Cralg said. “They're
golng to come out there and work. The
toughest part of winnlng is to repeat.

Especially this winter, they've got to’

keep themselves in good conditlon.”
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KEEPING A diary is nothlng new
for Cralg. He has always kept a cas.
sette-tape diary on his pltchers for his
and the manager's benefit, he sald,

Before this season started, however,
he declded to turn a personal record
into a publlc account.

“I felt all the time we were a good
baltclub, that we were going to win It
all.

“I like to go back and go over {he -
things that happened In a game. So §
thought, ‘Why not make a book about
it?" People might like more Insight into
the pitching staff. Even with the year
we had, we had our ups and downs,* .

Throughout the season, Cralg would
record hls thoughts after each ball.
game on a casselte player. Plagenhoef,
who covers the Tigers for eight news.
papers in the Boath Newspapers chaln,
then would transeribe and edlt Craig's
comments,

“In a general sense, we wanted (o
show there was some reality to thls
{airy-tale scason,” Plagenhoef sald,
“That there were human relatlonships
and human feelings involved.”
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‘A diary is a personal thing,
and there are a lot of
personal things in the book
that you normally don’t
see.”

©  ~-Roger Cralg
on hig book “Inside Pitch”
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FARMINGTON HILLS CENTER

for Metabolic Diseases

introduces
A ! YOS young. A
Povringe of 18t contury,
i your dist plan is not

working, don't blame
yoursolf, blame the diet.”

For information CALL 626-9690

Michigan Ballet Theatre
PRESENTS
Tchaikovsky's

NUTCRACKER

A Complete Performance
at the West Bloomfield H'('p"l School Auditorium

live music provided by the
Birmingham Bloomfield

Symphony Orchestra
SefR4R Wikember 8, 1:30 P.M.
Tickets: $6°& $3 (students & sr. citizens)
Sunday, December 9, 1:30 & 7:00 P.M.
Tickets: $8 & $5 (studenta & sr. cltizens)

o
N .
It

e

classics in solid Mahogiany «

Walker & Buzenberg

AMERICAN OAK
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¢l For m:mumm 624-5590 o 669-9444 Man.. Thurs.. Frl. 10-9, Tuas.. Wed., Sat. 10-6
» . . Froe Parking (2 Blocks trom City Hall)
3| Tickets also gvailable through West Bloomfield  |. ;
¢ Community Education ‘ !
¢ ]

. - . \[

1




