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Ocelot SuUCCess:
gamble paid off

HERE WERE DOUBTERS,

In any new endeavor there always will
be. Some dare to envislon, while others
are too timld to peak.

Marv Gans and Ed Dudek dared to dream of
what Schoolcraft Coliege could gain as the first
community college in this reglon to fleld o women's
varslty soccer squad.

The docl.!lon pald handsome dlvidends when the
Ocelots traveled to Trenton, N.J., last weekend and
came home s the NJCAA tournament flnalists,

‘You doubt the welghtlness of the decision that
Gans, as Schoolcraft’s athletic director, ultimately
had to make? Then consider:

® The lIrst time Schoolcraft formed any kind of
women's team was last year, when it was treated
as a club-level sport;

o Belng varsity meant putting more games on
the schedule, an increase from 10 to 22;

. Vurslly also meant more money, pnnlculnrly
to cover travel expenses, slnce few of the east coas{
schools (wheve most of the NJCAA's wormen's
teams are located) would travel to Michigan for
one game, and that against a team of unknown
quality.

Also note that Michigan State Universlty, which
boasts an athletic budget that would dwarl
Schoolerafl's, will not grant its women's soccer
club varsity status despite players’ pleas and
student's petitions,

THE VALUE of a dollar Is far greater at a
community college, with its limited resoucces, than
at a major state unlversity, At Schoolcraft, It must

* be spent wisely; if nat, it could be lost forever.

All these were weighed by Gans, who approved
{funding the trip to the NJCAA natlonals for the
women's elub team last year. Coached by Dudek,
the Ocelots were 3-3-1 golng Into the tournament.
‘They loat all three of thelr matches,

Not exactly the kind of performance to bulld
confldence for the future. Schooleraft qualtlfled for
the tournament because it was the only community
;ﬂ;ﬂegc team in the region, glving It an automatic

rth.

Mercy in finals
North, Falcons bow out

By Chris McCosky
staff writer

For the second straight season, Farmington Hllls
Mercy has ended North Farmington’s girls basket-
ball season,

But, cliche or no cliche, the Raiders didn't go
down without a fight.

Mercy, state-ranked and No. 1 in Observerland,
defeated North 67-50 Wednesday night In the semi-
fina! round of the state Class A district tournament
at Livonln Bentley.

But, as Raider coach Greg Grodzicki will tell
you, don't let the scorcboard fool you, North gave
the Marlins a game.

“I don't care what the scoreboard says, nobody
will play them as tough as we did tonlght,” Grod-’
zickl sald,

He won't get an argument from Merey coach
Larry Baker.

“OVERALL, I'M very happy with our perform-
ance. We came out and played hard and eventually
tock control of the game. Greg Is an outstanding
coach. He threw some things at us that we hadn't
seen before, We pressed llke mad and they kept
control of the ball, They did a nice job.”

Mercy, idled for two weeks, came out of the
gotes ltke animals released from a long imprison-
ment. The Marlins forced 12 first quarter turn-
overs, they ran the fastbreak — they did everything
In the flrat quarter, basieally, except score.

“We made a lot of mistakes for a lot of very
logical reasons,” Baker sald. “We played like we
hadn’t played In a couple of weeks.”

But the palnts started to accumulate for Mercy
when Baker reached Into his deep bench and pulled
out Sue Scott. Scott scored 6 straight polats in the
first quarter to help stake Mercy to a 14-11 lead,

Seott conunucd her hot hand scoring 15 points on
the ni

Nonh Fnrmlngwn was able to stay in the game
early largely for two reasons: Pattl Kozicki and

Llsa Mummert. Kozlcld scored 11 polnts in the first
half (15 on the night to lead North) and Mummert, a
talented polnt guard, was able to get the ball up the
floor against Mercy’s press and contral the tempo
of the game,

UNFORTUNATELY FOR North, both got lnto
quick foul trouble. Mummert pleked up her fourth
{oul in the second quarter.

And in that quarter, Mercy rolled off a 21-12
spurt and Jooked poised to run North out of Livonia.

Things got worse for North in the third quarter,
Scott scored 7 more polnts and Mercy forced 11
more Ralder turnovers. After three quarters, Mer-
¢y was in command, 50-29,

‘That's when Heather McPhilllps began to take
charge of things for North. She recled off 9 points in
the final quarter to pull North back within 10, 56-46 -
with 2:23 remalning.

At that polnt, Mummert fouled out,

Mercy outscored North 10-4 in the final 2 min-

utes. .

MePhillips finished with impresslve numbers: 13
points and 10 rebounds, a very nice performance
against Mercy’s talented front court.

‘Mary Rosowski was superb for Mercy, She led all
scorers with 17 points and she pulled down 11 re-
bounds, Bev White contributed 13 points, 10 steals
and 7 rebounds. Terti Ford made 6 steals.

Merey (16-2) will play host Bentley for the dis-
trict championship at 7:30 p.m. Friday. North fin-
ishes its scason at 147,

BENTLEY 63, FARMINGTON 43: Alyse Fortune
will always remember this game. Not only was it
the last of ber brilllant carcer at Farmington, but
she took the beating of her llfe.

Bentley's qulck, aggressive (to say the least) de-
!cnse manhandled Fortune. Still, she managed 14
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Mercy center Mary Rosowski (dark Jersey) batiles a band of Raid-
Bentley (14-8) was led by Kelly Kowalski (16), ers, namely Isaly Butters (44) and Heather McPhillips {52), for a

Sherri Wolfe (12) and Lonnic Payne (11).
Farmington fInishes at 8-12.

mbound Wedneesday night in Mercy’s 87-50 victory,

Bentley shocks Stevenson; North prevails

By C.J. Risak
staff writer

not to get the last sh;zl." the Bentley conch

finals against Farmington last night (see sto-

But Gans, who once coached s men's
soccer team, and Dudek, who also coaches Livenla
Churchill’s glrls squad, know their sport. They
knew the team they took to nationals last year was
not the best they could muster.

“We were somewhat competitive last year,” sald
Dudek. "We knew, with a llttle strengthening of our
team, ye could compete wlth any team on the east

. coast.”

DUDEK DIDN'T need to convince Gans. “After
what we saw,” the Schoolcraft AD sald of the '83
tournament, “we felt we had the local talent to
compete nationally. We went to get the experience,
and to see what it would be like.”

So he pushed through the team’s varsity status,
which not only meant more money and more
games, but security, That allowed Dudek to start
recruiting in earnest,

His efforts landed him a sizable portlon of this
year's team, including two players who were
named to the NJCAA’s all-tournament team: Sue
Fergusen and Jeany Gans,

Ferguson, from Farmington, racked up 38 goals
during the scasen, including five in the three-game
tournament. Gans, from Northville, permltted just
four goals at natlonals. She's the daughter of the
Schooleraft AD.

‘THE DOUBTERS never wanted varsity status,
nor dld they want Schooleraft to foot the bill for a
tcam trip to New Jerscy, especially after last
year's showing.

“I never did (doubt our chances),” the elder Gans
sald, “but some of our people hore did. Some people
thought we went only because we were the only
team In the reglon.”

‘The Ocelots proved atherwise, They surprised
everybody with easy wins over Unfon CC {Cranford.
N.J.) and Marrisville (N.Y.) CC. And they battled
Nassau CC (Long Island, N.Y.) until the final
minute before falling.

‘Tom Lang looked llke a genius.

Twenty-three seconds remained in Mon-
day's glrls basketball state district opener be-

tween Lang's Llvonia Bentley squad angd

Livonfa Stevenson. Bentley had just knoited
it at 58-al on Kelly Kowalski's flrst free
throw. Stevenson coach Wayne Henry called
time out before Kowalskl's second.

“Kelly’s golng to make thls,”" Lang assured
his troops during the time out,” but we'll run
our rebound play anyway.”

Lang then coneentrated on defense. “She Is.

instructed, referring to Stevenson’s Lisa
Bokovoy. “Deny her the ball.”

He switched his tenaclous Buildogs Into a
box-and-onc defense, with four players In'a
zone and Sher] Wolfe houndlng Bokovoy.

EVERYTHING WORKED, Kowalski hit ’

her second free throw and the Bentley de-
fense stalled Stevenson, forcing a turnover
when Mary Kay Husscy trled to get the ball
to the double-covered Bokovoy. Kowalskl in-
tercepted, was fouled by Hussey and hit 2
more free throws to ice the 59-58 victory at

Bentley,
The win sent Bentley into the district semi-

Ocelots blanked
in national finals

By C.J. Risak
slaff writer

O %ﬂzm&mao M lo ya( .
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ry page 1C). Stevensen finished at 14-7.

‘The teams had split two earller meetings,
cach winning in overtime. No overtime was
needed this time, but the victory wasn't se-
cure unti) the final buzzer.

“They're awfully hard to match up
against,” sald Lang. The game pitted his
team's quickness against Stevenson's size.
Bentley started fast and kept it in high gear
throughout, jumping to a 13-8 lead after one
quarter and expandlng it to 23-14 on Kowal-
ski's fifth-straight polnt with 2:42 left in the
half.

BUT STEVENSON answered with 4 pomm
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In a row and trailed by § at the half (27-22)
before assuming control [n the third quarter.

Behind Bokovoy and Joan Frysinger, the
Spartans outpointed Bentley 16-4 in the first
six minutes of the second half to assume a 38-
31 lead. The 8-foot Frysinger poured In 8
points In the stretch and Bokavoy (6-1) added
6, a3 the palr went to work inslde on the
smaller Bulldogs.

“I thought In the third quarter, we were up
by 7 and In control,” satd Heary. “We were
belng very patient on the offenslve end. All
we had to do was play good, solld defense,"

Please turn to Paqo 4

/um/mg ary 261"

y/ v/

press in the late stages and Nassau got

Not one of the seven teams opposing
Schoolcraft College at the NICAA
women's soccer tournament expected
much from the Ocelots. After all, last
year they were hardly compemivc. los-
ing 21l three of their tourncy games.

‘That oplnion has since changed.

It changed about the time School-
craft was hlanking highty-regarded
Morrlsville (N.Y.) Community College
2.0 in the semifinals. Suddenly a team
in l‘us first varslty scason was in the

finals,

The last hurdle proved too difffcult.

battled Nassau CC (Long

Schoolcraft's pcr(nmm nce earned the xhool
more than a line in asthe
team that lost in the NJCAA finals. It also carned
Schooleraft respect, None of its castern rivals
cexpected much from the midwestern school.

THAT'S CHANGED. As Dudek explained:
“Nassau said they want to come here and play us
now. Mouroe (N.Y.) CC does, too.

“Instead of always going out to find opponents,

! we'll have teams coming here, We'll have a much
" stronger schedule, and better home games.”

Which in turn wiil cut travel costs and ald
recruiting. It's bound to be the best women's
callege soccer in the state when the top two N.ICM

teams in the nation tangle at Schoolcraft.

What will also ald Dudek's recrulting a the lack -

- of a varsity women's program at any state
, unlversity or major college. :
! “My fecling is the four-year colleges have really
. missed the boat on this,” said Dudek.
} " He's right. A coilege-bound female soccer player §
m!ght ‘want to thiok twice about enrolling at a four-
! year school with a club-level team. At Schoolcraft,
n.he'll get 1o the NJCAAs, a tournament frequented -
H 1 by college scouts, That translates Into a possible !
| athletic scholarship at a four-year college. :
Sllch a success breeds all wrtlollmenluslor

1 opponnnlun for its athletes and a -hole bunch of |
proud stu
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Island, N.Y.) unli} the last minute be-

an goal with just 1:10 left.

OCELOT GOALKEEPER Jenny hiaokes Sway
Gans also carncd a berth on the all- g
tournament team. She allowed just 4 Spocial offor:

goals in the three tourncy games. -

“Qur defense was outstanding,” sald
Dudek, pralsing the play of backs
Heather Brda, Martina Millen, Paige
Ericson and Sue Bartrum, and mid-
fletders Mary Taylor and Dudek, as
well as Gans, *Jenny was outstanding.
She made all the right moves, all her
declslons were good ones.”

‘The team captured one other presti-
glous award from the tournament: the
Sportsmansbip Trophy, for which

il was the cholce.

fore mmbung 2-0 In the
finals at Trenton, N.J.

“None of them were really prepared
for us,” said Schoolcraft coach Ed Du-
dek, whose team ended Its season with
& 16-4-1 mark. “I kept an eye on them,
but’ they dlda’t even bother scouting
us.

THAT WAS a costly mistake, be-
cause It allowed high-scorin, Ocelul
forward Sue Ferguson, from g
ton, to roam the whole fleld, She m
sponded with $ goals In Schoolerait's
opening 5:2 win over Unlon CC (Cran-
foul;d, N.J.) and 2 more against Morris-
vile.

Ferguson finished with 39 goals this
season and was pamed to the All
NJCAA tournament team. Amy
McCauley and Doreen Dudek also
scored agatnst Unlon CC,

*“No one marked Sue early,” satd Du-
dek. Nazsau learned from the mistakes
of Its predecessors and shadowed Fer-
guson in the flnal, Ferguson injured ber
back early in the second half with
Schoolerast tralling 1-0 and was forced
to Jeave.

That sapped Lhe Ocelots' offensive
capablilities. Schooleralt was forced to

.

“It shows our kids were good exam-
ples on and off the fleld,” sald Dudek of
the award. "It was a rully nlce experi-
ence for us — no, I shouldn't say nice.
It was great.”
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