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Actors Alliance puts energy into sporty ‘Godspell’

Christian A, Gardner (left), Nicole

.‘ :‘_ \

Hakim and Terry Gerald Hunt

appear in the Actors Alllance Theatre's new production of “God-
spell” with an athletic motif.

Performances of the Actors Alllance Theatre

athletes, I8 a new presentation for the musical. It
wol

Company production of the musical *God:
continue through Sunday, Dec. 30, at Lycee In-
ternational, 30800 Evergreen Road, Southfield,
For ticket information call §42-1326.

By Cathle Breldenbach
speclal writer

The Acters Alllance productlon of “Godspell”
puts athietic musele into the old story of Christ’s
.ministry. The cast of 13, decked out as athletes of
al) persuaslons, offers a biblical revue, a vigorous
musical rendition of the Gospel according to St.
Matthew,

Players bound energetically up and down a bas-
ketball court, baptizing Coach/Chrlst, acting out
the parables and huddling around to listen to his
teachlngs,

William P, Ward, the director; Susan Panek, cho-
reographer, and Phillp J. Michael, muslcal direc-
tor, succeed in staging fine, foot-tapplng songs and
dances and high-cnergy cntertainment in this up-
dated verslon of “Godspell,”

‘The sports metaphor, In which all the players are

SZ

rks well, as when a rich
soctety lady wearing impeccable tennis whites (An-
nette DePetris) takes the role of a Philistine as the
cast acts out one of the parables. At other times
when the disciples atretch their hamstrings and
shoot baskets for God, the sports metaphor seems
mercly a sweaty contrivance.

THE METAPHOR may be a gimmick, but the
sneer energy of the sporting presentatlon keeps the
action moving well, as cach sport In turn has its
moment {o shine.

The captivating solo by petite gymnast Laura A.
Lamun is a graceful highlight. Wit and humar shine
when swimmer Irene Schweyer and the whole cast
sprawl on the floor to present an Esther Willlams-
style synchonized swimming routine.

The cast harmonlzes beautifully on the sangs,
and the three musical basketball players, Carol
Lempert, Sandl Litt and Jobn Pitonlak, deserve
speclal mentlon. The songs, written by Stephen
Schwartz, are full of lively rhythms and lyrical
melodies.

There's an Ingenuous exuberance to the whole
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Announcing Our New
DINNER MENU

Ofteting Beef Tenderloin Filet, Vea! Dishes, Duck,
Chicken and Fish on Friday and Saturday Evenings.
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March of Dimes

29200 Qrchard Lik. Rd.
«Farmington Hills
8514377
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1t will be serving complimestary house specialtics.
Please be his guest.
Greek-American Culsine + Luncheons & Dinners

PIANO BAR with Ronny Phillips
evenlngs
.

Mon-Sat 11-9  Sun 4.9

show in keeping with the quote from the book of
Matthew, “Unless you change and become llke chil-
dren, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”
The simplicity of the presentation keeps “Godspell™
from being too Broad slick despite

ed musical productions and chorcography.;

‘The story of Christ's minlstry s, after all, a sim-
ple tale, written to reassure common folkg that the
poar, the merciful and the pure in heart are blessed
in God's eyes. Christ espoused some downright rev-
olutionary tdeas, among them the notion thal power
and wealth are llabllities when It comes time to be
admitted Into the kingdom of heaven.

“GODSPELL” TELLS the stories with chlldlike
simpilclty and doesn’t leave out favorites such as
the tale of the Good Samaritan, which has topped
the biblical bestseller list for centurics, A Sesame-
Street-style puppet show retells with warm humor
the popular parable of the Predigal San.

Mark F. Maccagnone has the dublous honor of
playing Christ, always a difficult role desplte
Christ’s connectlons up above. Maccagnone plays a
gentle Jesus, an almost-Charlle-Brown type who
makes up for his lack of charisma with goodness
and wisdom. He's a good sport who docs a softshoe
routine with Manager Christian A. Gardner.

‘Though they're not the crackerjack dancers that
some others in the cast are, thelr routlne using
hockey stlcks for eancs Is winning.
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Hours: Monday-Thursday, 11A.M, - midnight;
Fridey & Ssturday 11A.M. 1AM, - closed Sundays.
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SZECHUAN DINING & COCKTAILS
Celebrating Our 2nd Anniversary

3200 Dinner
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Slzzling Rice Soup » Mongolian Beaf s
Peanut Chicken » Moo Shu Pork « Hunan Shrimp
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