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1t will be Ben Marks on the Farming-
ton Hllls councll tonight.
He edged out Terry Sever by one
vote in an electlon recount on Dee. 6 of
the city’s 27 precincts.
The recount, conducted and certified
by the Oakland County Board of Can-
vassers, showed Marks received 11,008
votes to Sever's 11,005,
Marks picked up 26 addltional votes
in the recount while Sever atayed even
— losing and then galning seven votes,
In the November election, Sever
squeaked past Marks with a 25-vote
margin to win the council seat. In the
vate tally clectlon night, Sever chalked
up 11,005 votes to Marks' 10,880,
‘While Sever was being sworn in later
that week, Marks requested a recount.
Origlnally, Marks requested a re-
count of the nine precincts In which he
lost to Sever. He later changed his
mind and asked canvassers to recount
;:u 27 precincts, including absentee bal-
ots,

“I flgured if I'd bave them counted,
I'd count them all,"” Marks said.

MARKS WILL be swomn In by City

One vote
puts Marks
over thetop

Clerk Floyd Calrns thls afternoon In
ume for tonight's council meeting.

“I just expected to win,” Marks sald,
a\{dlng onc vote is Just as good as a mil-
lion. “It (the recount) was only falr to
myself and the people who worked s0
datrned hard for me.”

Seemingly undaunted by the recount
rﬁu!ls, Sever is contemplating his next
step.

According to Oakland County Clerk
Lynn D. Allen, Sever’s only recourse is
to take the lssue to Circuit Court.

“I'm contemplating it,” Sever sald.
“I'm lookng into Jt."

Friends and supporters who feel the
recount was unfair, Sever sald, are al-
ready donating money to help take the
Issue to court,

“The only thing that I am concerned
about a a fair process. I don’t have any
problem with not winning.”

‘What concerns Sever are the chads
— the perforations on the punch card
ballots — and how they were counted.

In checking each of the punch card
ballots by hand, as requested by Marks,
canvassers punched out the chads
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is dismembered it can be punched.”
BU‘I‘ SEVER wants lhe {alrness of

which were in my way
or detached,

“Is within the law,” Allen said.
““There Is a sectlon (of the law) lhnt irie

unting
t.hnds lnvuu;aled
“The only thing I am concerned with
18 the falrness,” Sever sald. “I am con-

vinced that somehow my voles were in-
valldated. “"What happened to my seven
votes? I want them. Somewhere I loat
seven votes that I had on election

If seven of Sever’s vote had not been
invalldated, he sald, he would bave won

round In thelr fight around was Ben Murku. right, who was declared the winner over
for a seat on the Farmington Hills City councll. The winner this time Tesry S8aver by one vote In a recount by county officiats.

the recount by six votes.

Sever added that Uf chads were punch card ballots, they were taken to

. RANDY GORBT/stafl photographer

After canvassers hand-checked the

punched in the recount adding votes to Royal Oak where they were tallied, Al-
those tallled electlon night, there lensald, '

should be more total votes for each
candidate. “But I ended up with the
same number.”

mMarlu defends the canvassers and

¢ process used In the recount.

House downsizing becomes

an ‘attitude’ here to stay

By Joanne Malisxewskl
staff writer

Keeping a watchful eye on the slze,
quallty and architecture of houses
golng up in developing Farmington
Hills subdivislons has become a way of
life for city officials, homeowners and
developers,

A building official calls the downslz-
ing concern “an attitude” that is here
to stay. Homeowners simply don't want
& smaller house next door,

But what was once a heated feud be-
tween homeowners crylng for help in
fear thelr property values would drop
and developers claiming the market
demanded amaller homes, has become
an administrative process at clty hall.

“Everyonc has accepted t" said
John Wald, Farmington Hills bullding
offlcial.

What everyone — homeowners, de-
velopera and builders ~ has accep

If a developer disagrees with the
bullding oﬂlclals decislon, the next
step [s the threc-member One Family
Residentlal Review Board. An appeal
costs the developer $80.

Despite the anger and commotion
that preceded the adoption of a down-
sizing ordlnance last year, only about
8-10 appeals have gone to the review
board, Waid said.

But Wald sald it's difflcult to deter-

The problem comes in when bullding
officials have to determine whether a
house is architecturally dissimllar,

For example, two appeals came be-
fore the review board regarding dome
houses, Waid said. In the nelghborhood:
where they were to be bullt, they were
too different from the exlsunz houses,

Even with the 8-10 appeals, Waid
sald, the review board and bullding of-
ficials have not upemncod “any real
with th the re-

mine whether that's many
or few appeals because no one really
knew what to anticipate.

"Only one was {or actual downslz-
ing” Wald sald. The other appeals
dealt with the aesthetles or architec-
tural appearance of a house, he added.

Determining whether a house is Iden-
tical Is of lttle problem, Wald said.
“No bullder in his right mind would
bulld something identleal.”

BUILDERS kave a floor plan
al\d different elevations, he sald. Under

is the 16-month-old ontl-
nance adopted by city council.
'The ordinance is designed to regulate

bouse size and architecture in unfln-
ished single-family neighborhoods.
‘While houses cannot, according to ordi-
pance, be too similar to adjacent hous-
es, they can't be too disslmilar elther,

mm.nm AND dwelopeu must.

the I3 of
the same floor plan would not be con-
stdered too similar.

Budget

By Joanne
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P!
view process,

Be!ore Richard Miler, superintend-
ent of bullding and zoning, retired this
year, ho Indicated there was actually
Little problem with downslzing.

““The clty's minimum zonlng requlre-
ment exceeded subdlvision slze re-
quirements in all cases,” he sald.

Whether downslzing Is a problem or
not, however, the ordinance and the re-
quired review process has brought
more paper work and more time devot-

{ ed to the jasue.
THE

INCREASE I residential
bullding evidenced by an Increase of

surplus

The city's surplus, generally a hotly
debated issue among councll mem!
during budget time, topped $3.4 million
in 1983-84, That's up from 1982-83
when it stood nt $3.3 million, sald
Charles Rosch, eity finance director.

Of the total 33 4 mlltton. approxi
mately $1.¢ miillon Is reserved for
projects such as the Caddell Draln
project, self-lnsurance and 12 Mile
Road improvemeants.

The remalning $1.5 million of c\nr«
plus i3 unreserved. The unreserved sur-
phu is about 10 pelmt of the cun-eut
1984-85 $15 milllon budget, Rosch sald.
A clty generally Is advised to have at
least & 10 percent surplus, be added.

That's the word based oo an audit of
fiscal 1983-84, conducted by Plante &
Moran auditors of Southfield.

“The pels is*that lhe clty Is in

An interesting note about 1983-84 i3
that revenue from property tazes ac-
counted for § percent less — from 62
percent in 1982-33 to 59 percent last
year — of the mooey going into the
d(y’n geoeral fund for

bulldlng permits from 305 in 1933 to
492 through this November, hasa't al-
tered the Issue one bit, Wald sald.

When downsizing {lrat became an Is-
sue in Farmington Hills, developers
clalmed the housing market demanded
smaller houses those already ex-
isting in the clty’s d

Vigil stresses
need for unity
among victims

By Jaan Adamczak
staff writer

Downsizing was becoming a trend as
developers found it difficult to sell the
larger, more expensive homes charace
teristic of Farmington Hills,

Even with a bousing boom In Farm-
ington Hills and lower Interest rates al-
lowing more people to buy a house, the
concern over downsizing hasn't veally
subalded. Waid sald,

‘Houses are atill being reduced in
size, but insignificantly s0,” he sald,

In new subdivisions, builders can
“get their own trend, That's done by,
for example, building in a subdivision
of 200 Jois that has about 10 existing
houses. As more homes are bullt in the
neighborhood, further from the existing
homes, Its possible to build smaller
houses, Wald said.

grows

state equalired value (SEV) of property
1n the city, Rosch sai

In 1982-88, total SEV stood at $9.5
million, The total dmpped to $0.4 mil-
1ion last year, Rosch sals

Causing the decruu in SEV was a
drop !n azscssments as well 23 a Joss In
revenue from penalties !or not paying
taxes on time, Rosch In addition,
the city lost aboul mooo In agsess.
ments because of & tax I.rlhluul case,
he sald.

‘“‘Because of other revenue increases
the property tax dollar had 3 nppon
less of the operations,” Rosch

“Just about every olhcr mvenua
weut up a1 a percentage of the total

umnm 198283, when tha state was
having problems with getting state
shared revenves Lo local governments,
1983-84 saw brighter days with an (-
crease In plymmu um 'were generally
made on time, be

Because '-:.udln. a:uvity increased
in 1983-84, the city accumulated more
revenoe from bullding permits and In-

spectibn fees, Rosch sald. Parks and,
fees al

factor affecting the
is the decrease in total

Pieane turn to Page @

Greg and Penny Bien know only too
well the effect “one more for the road”
can have on a driver who has been

In Sepumber 1981, the Blens’ 4-year
old daughter, Nicole, was killed while
the family was w:lk.lng along a private
dirt road they lived on in Ortonville,

In February 1982, the Biens became
involved with Mother's Agalnst Drunk
Driviog (MADD) when the Oakland
County chapter began.

“It seemed like when I was ready to
talk to someone, they (MADD) were
there,” sald Penny Blen.

Belonging to the organization bas
belped the Blen's deal with their grief
memdouxly, she says,

“It's lomel.h!ns we can do for her
(Nleole) We can't tuck her in bed any-
more,"” she sald.

THE MAN who killed Nicole was a
nelghbor of the Blen's, Eighteen
th A!u.r the accident he pluded

a manslaughter charge an

served a ninemonu: prison sentence,
Yet, the Bien's feel it wasn't an acel-

ent.

“We don’t call them accidents, it was
murder,” sald Blen.

‘He ((he peighbor) knew he was
drunk and would have to drive home.
That takes it out of the realm of acel-
dent,” she said.

‘Today, Bien Is vice president of the
Oakland County chapter of MADD

which bas increased its pald member-
ship from 10 to about 360 members.

‘The Blens will be presest at Nardin
Park M:ﬂ:od!.lt ngl; HNI:‘I’ eve-

olog as

holds |u third annual candlelight Ylnl
Forty-eight candles will burmn at the

7:30 pm. service beld to remember

those killed fn alcobol nhud accl-

The 43 candles t the 48 poo-
pleuneamomﬂ';: trom Jan.
1 \hrwgth 80, m.mmw
Oakland County chapler treasurer
i Helisek, anyooe umamgmno
pan. viglt will receive a candle.

“WE WANTED to bold the vigil in-
aide as opposed to bolding it outdoora in

front of the Oakland County jail as we
have done the past two years,” Helisek
said.

“Nardin Park (church) bas always
been extrémely supportive of our or-
gml::l:on as bas Rev, William Ritter,”
sh

The vigil brings out a lot of people
who truly are victims and who do pot
attend the regualr MADD meetings be-
cause they are still trylng to dea) with
thelr grief, says Hellsek.

Urlike the Bieps, Helisek did not bo-
come lnvolved with MADD because
someonce she knew was killed by a
drunk driver.

“I'm not a victim, but you don't bave
to be a vietim to join the organization,”
Helisek sald, adding that it is by no
means only for mothers.

“I am a mother, and I am very con-
cerned about drunk drivers. There are
some things I cin't change, like jliness,
but this Is something I can do some-
thing about,” she sald.

The Blens admire peopla like Hellsek
who become Involved with the organi-
xzation voluntarily.

“Greg and I were forced into this be-
cause, unfortunately, we noeded it,"
said Bien, “Cindl (Hellsek), basn't jost
anybody but she lseh there Iz a peed
for this tion.

Both the Blen's and Helisek foel the
orzln]ulton bas made a hiz Irpact In

year existence, nay,
u:mhml]almgvnnge

“It bhas raised consclonzness 30

much,” Helisek zaid, “that I have
'wpped being invited to parties.”

“ICAN'T stand golng to parties and
seelng poople getting drunk and know-
Ing that they are going to be cut oa the
streets driving and endangering lives,”
sbe zald.

Blen a

groes.
“I've sceq a change in people that I
know"lboul

“Drunk dﬂvln( woo't gn away mtl
drinkers do,” He



