Eddic Murphy is a Dotroit police datective, Alex Folay,
who goes to southern California to unravel a murder in
“Beverly Hills Cop,”

the movies
" . Dan
Greenberg

‘Beverly Hills Cop’
presents Detroit
but not at city’s best

Although Eddie Murphy fans and most cveryone clsc wen't
milnd, there are a couple of problems with “Beverly Hllls Cop™ —
an entertaining film that can’t declde whether it’s a realistic cop
show or some kind of comedy,

From the local perspective, Detroit doesn’t need any more bad-
mouthing but certainly picks up another poor report with Murphy's
new release,

Maverick Detroil undercover Detective Axel Foley (Eddie Mur-
phy) is constantly In trouble with Inspector Todd (Gilbert R. Hill,
Detrolt’s top homicide offlcer in his fllm debut),

When Foley's friend Mikey (James Russo) is murdered and there
scems to be a Callfornla connectlon, Axel heads west In splte of
Todd's orders to stay out of the Investigation.

THE FIRST 10 or 15 minutes of the ftlm take place in Detroit
and the rest in Beverly Hills. Needless to say, the contrast Is not to
Detrolt's eredit, nor are some of Eddle Murphy's comments: “This
(Beverly Hills) police car Ls cleaner than my apartment.”

Motion pictures are a multi-bllllon-dollar business, and every-
one's vylng for locatlon shooting to earn production dollars spent
on site, It seems to me that communlties ought to take a longer
and more careful look at the kind of public images they encourage
far the sake of a few bucks.

True, they spell "Detralt” correeily and Murphy's Mumford High
T-shlrt looks authentle, but that isn't 2 worthwhile payoff for hav-
ing sur community badmeuthed.

In any cvent, Foley drives to Beverly Hifls to solve his frlend's
murder and Immediately looks up old school chum Jenny Sum-
mers (Lisa Eilbacher), who just happens to work for Mr. Blg, Inter-
nationally renowned art dealer, Vietor Malttand (Steven Berkolf),

Then Foley meets the classic pollce duo, veteran Sgt. Taggart
{John Ashton) and f{resh-faced rookle Detective Billy Rosewood
{Judge Reinhold), destined to do the right thing, when he figures
out what it Is, and when he gets the courage to do it. Caurage is
needed with the formidable presence of Lieutenant Bogomil {Ron-
ny Cox} and Chief Hubbard (Stephen Etllot), both well-drawn, con-
ventiona) character roles.

WELL, FROM HERE lt's just onc tough thing afler another as
the reallstic cop show is leavencd with comic routlnes, some of
which are uneven and not fully exploited. The Taggari-Rosewood
byplay should be run out full throitle right fromn the start. Some of
the cop-show realism doesn't wash either.

It's hard to believe, even with the wide boundaries of Hollywood
illusion and superhcrocs, that Foley, Rosewood and Taggart could
successfully attack Mr. Big's fortressilke manslon, defended by a
crowd of thugs armed with submachinc guns, and not even got
nicked. True, you can't kill off your heroes, but how about a couple
of wounds? It’s only ketchup.

Foley, and Taggart go In splte of the latter
two's trouble in getting over Mr. Big's garden wall. That ludierous
slapstick Is too far out of character and detracts from thelr comle
routines, which are based on human foibles articulately expressed
and not on burlesque of incompetence.

The overly long wall-scallng episode also defuses the tensivn and
exclitement of the final, shoot-'em-up sequence.

The real world Is filled with four-letter words and they're now
widely accepted in {llms, but there cught to be more to bumor than
the d use of I 1 and sexual ref

Another annoyance is the constant ridicule of pollce as repre-
sentatlves of order In soclety, The now-cliched image of simple-
minded incompetence, generally leading up to a boring and gratui-
tous chasc-and-destroy police-car sequence, Isn't all that funny and
tells something about our culture that I'd rather not hear,

In spite of these complalnts, there's always Eddie Murphy, who
continues to be Eddle Murphy, well-known as a very funay guy.
“Beverly Hills Cop”™ does not detract from that reputatlon.

Detroit Homicide Otficer Gilbert Hill makes his movie
debut as Eddie Murphy's boss, Inspector Tadd.
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Gift books may be savored longer

What better glft for tho person who
llkes wine than a good book on the sub-
Ject? Perhaps for some a flne bottle or
two might be preferred, but books en-
dure. And It is impossible to accumu-
late too many of them.

Last holiday season thls column of-
fered no suggestions for book giits. It
was a lean year, This year there are a
great many, some new, some In revised
edltions.

Space permitting, here are some o9~
peclally fine ones,

The most imposing, physically and
{fInancially, s the Unlverslty of Callfor-
nla Press’ “Book of California Wine” (a
Sothcby publication), edited by Musca-
tine, Amerine and Thompson. It con-
tains 53 artleles by 44 noted authors on
a wide array of topics covering some
585 huge pages, Hugh Johnson, M.F.K.
Flsher, Zelma Long, Dan Berger, Elea-
nor McCrea and Gerald Asher among
them. It is masslve, beautifully bound
and published and designed as much
for show as for content. At $55 ($65 in
1985} 1t is no small investment,

As flashy In lts own way, mostly
through its use of color, is the Los An-
geles Times “Book of Callfornla Wines”
by Robert Lawrence Balzer, This la a
revised edition of his 1978 “Wines of
Callfornla® and Is not to be missed by
Caltiornla winc lovers for Its reviews
of most notable wineries in the state.

THIS BEAUTIFUL printing and
binding job was done, Ironically, in Ja-
pan for Harry N, Abrams of New York.
At $37.50 it 1s no slmple pleasure but
would be a cherished glft. Balzer
writes well and is most competent.

Rosemary George has written a
scholarly, comprehensive book in “The
Wine of Chablls™ (Sotheby
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$29.95) that tells as much about that
wonderful world of crisp chardonnay
as one could wish to know. The tomo is
modest [n appearance but is well-print-
ed and bound, gencrously using photo-
graphs well,

In the more affordable atmosphere
are two classics for the lover of Ameri-
can wines. Both focus chiefly on our
geographical regions and then rather
thoroughly review the winerles In
them. Both suffer from a lack of cri-
ticsm where warranted (all the winer-
les cannot be that good) but both arc
highly informative and accurate.

The first, *Wines of America” is by
the dean of American wine writers,
venerable Leon Adams, and is the third
edltion in the series. Both of its prede-
cessors were smaller; Adams’ scope
and knowledge expands with the
growth of this fascinating industry.

The earfier editions were priced at
$10.95 (1973) and $14.95 {1978). Infla-
tion and book size make the present
price of $22.95 scem reasonable,
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DETROIT LIONS & L.A. RAIDERS ==
Monday, December 10
Buftet Dinner 5§ p.m. - 7 p.m.

Saturday, December 22
Brunch Butfet 10 a.m. - 12 noon
Join us for a Fabulous Butfet before the game then
rlde the Kingstey Express to the Siiverdome.

Transportation 7.50

WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
BLOOMFIELD HILLS "

$10.95
. & ARMY

8.50

ey Inn

642-0100

Adams has wit, style and knowledge,
He |s bright and travels exhaustively,
He has been to the wineries and writes
sympathetically from firsthand knowl-
edge, A not-to-be-missed book, there Is
much pleasure here.

MORE TAUT in his delivery but an
excellent supplement to the Adams
book is Willlam Kaufman's *Encyclo-
pedla of American Wine® (Houghton-
Mitflin, $23.95). He 13 & most able writ-
er and probes Into some of the more
cssential components of the American
wine scene. This i3 an extended ency-
clopedla, bath in spirit as well as for-
mat, while Adams’ book is more In the
nature of a rambte. The detail in Kauf-
man’s encyclopedia Is impresslve, and
the man knows kis winerles and wines,

Finally, there Is a new edltion of Sig-

y E. Frank Henrlques in a paperback
at $4.95, For the mqoney this is loaded
with informatlon, some esoteric, some
highly stylized and some unbalanced
(7% pages of its 520 are given over to
Fetzer Vineyards while others are not
mentioned at ali).

Much of the space is dedicaled to re-
views of specific lssucs of wine and in
that way is almost more a guide to con-
sumption than the more usual encyclo-
pedia fare. The headets are hard to fol-
low, but the tone is light and is admit-
tediy one person's opinion throughout.
1f you want some baslc stuff this is not
a bad book to start with.

All in all, quite an array, Let us bope
that the next year will be as bountiful,

Party package (no accommo-
datians) also available. For
reservations or more
information calt: Toll Iree

in Michigan 1-800-292.5028
In Deltoil call 313-963-3242

Hotel
1-75 at M-B4
Bay City, Ml 48706
(517) 686-3500

Celebrate °*-°
The New Year At °.
Bay Valley )

With Our Special New Year's Package
Includes one night's deluxe accommodations for
two, welcome bottle of champagne, $50 dinner ¢,
allowance, New Year's Day brunch, and Bay
Valley's New Year's Cefebralion featuring live
entertainment and dancing.

Bay alley

& Resort
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$169

Reservatons necossary.
Taxes and graluty not

ncluded ,/
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2 FOR 1
ENTREE

With the Purchase of
additional entree

(Up to $10.95 Value)
Dinner Menu Only

;—-—— WITH THIS COUPON —
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532-9696

ENJOY
EXCELLENT
DINING
AT GREAT
SAVINGS
WITH THIS

INTRODUCTORY

OFFER!

Business
TLunch
Speciall!

50% OFF

Buy any lunch special ar regular
price and receive 50% off second

lunch special

—— WITH THIS COUPON——
REDFORD, MICHIGAN - 48239

8.

Showers,
Orlontsl Stafl,
Muscie Prossure.

Sassge.
\Private Rooms for
and ¥omen.

TORIRBEEIA
28841 Orchard Lk. Rd.
W0 the Mr, Mower Piszs
{Betwh. 12 & 13 MOe)
Farmington Rills
|__553-pRo8 |
SHOGUN ORIENTAL
HEALTH SPA
23100 Telagraph Ra.
Horth of § Rils
356-7310
Monday-Saturday 10-2 AM.

38
Oakland County
811-1070
1 Rocheater/Avon
32.3222

Your best friend
Is choking,
and

allyou can hear
Isyourown

heart
pounding.

Lxery second counts.
\oudyou know
.. ;

Well heip.
Will you?




