{8,F-8CXO)TA

Moﬂdsz. December 10, 1984 OLE

After an extensive search, Oakland
County Parks and Recreation Com-
misslon has chosen a hiield man

ty to run a good system like Ook-
land's,” Richnrd sald. “I's one of the
most

as its new manager,

Ralph Richard, 42, Southfleld parks
and recreation director since 1978,
will take over Jan. 2 as manager of
the caunty syatem, with its 70 full-
time employees and 3,700 acres of
parks,

He has headed a system of 35 em-
1 ployees and €00 acres in Southfield,
~| where he was noted for his work with
historical preservation, cultural
offerings and the handlcapped.

Richard replaces R. Eric Reickel,
who realgned in August to become
Wayne County parks and recreation
director.

“I'M THRILLED by the opportuni-

in the natlon,

“As county director, I will stand
back, look at what they're dolag and
work with the commission on new
programs,” Richard sald.

Richard will leave hls Southfleld
post at the end of December, He was
deputy director from 1978 to 1078,
Before coming to Southfield, he
served clght years as director of
parks and recreation for Waterford
Townshlp,

Earlier, he held recreatlon posts in
Ann Arbor and Redford Townshlp,

He is a graduate of Eastern Michi-
gan University with a bachelor’s and
master's in business administration
and recreation.

Lewis Wint, chalrman of the county,
agency, praised Richard's “exception-
al professional background and expe-
rience. Hls extensive career in parks
and recreation In Oakland County
makes him very valuable in helping
ul: achleve the goals of the commis.
slon."

DURING HIS yecars with South-
field, Richard developed slx of the
city’s 16 park sites. He oversaw de-
velopment of Simmes Park, Bedford
‘Woods Park, John Grace Park, Brace
Park, Evergreen Woods and the new
Ingtenook Park.

Southileld’s system has gained a
state reputation for innovative wood-
form play lots, Next spring, Clvic
Center Park will be 80 that

Southfield man heads county parks

its play structures are accesalble to
the handicapped.
Richard took particular Interest in

preserving history at the clty's Vil- i thritied
ge reen, Berg and Clvic Center oppodunl!ybl‘:'r,:l'n ]
ve; or progr 3
and in the division of cullural arts, GO0 oystem like
which provides concerts and gardens,  Oakiand's.
* “One of gemmlnp ]l'm yn:n':mt of of the m
is the way the cultural part of the city
devalnpez," be sald. “Very few cities z’,’:,':,',’ld'”’ Inthe
acrosa the states do what we do.”* ’
Richard will serve as Michigan — RalphRichard
Parks and A
treasurer in 1985 and has served as
chairman of the Clinton River Water-
ford Recreation Association and state
Senlor Citizen Committee.

He s also secretary for the Michi-
gan Employes Services and Recre

atlon

Regional economic outlook — level in °85, up in ’86

‘The experts agree: Mlchi-
gan will sec a leveling In economic
growth in 1985 bul another takeol! in
1986.

High laterest rates will make 1985
“not brilltant but rather bright” for
auto sales and cause a slight drop in
housing starts, five speakers told the
Economle Club of Detrolt tast week,

“‘A contlnuatlon of the current recov-
ery at a more normal and sustalnable
growth rate" was predicted by Dr. Bar-
bara B. Murray, professor of business
in the school of management at the

of Michl She

‘If you've driven up Northwestern
Highway in Southfield and West
Bloomtfield recently, you can almost feel
the vibrancy of the economic recovery.’

— Willlam Fordon
Fordon Co. chairman

will drop a little In 1985, sald Willlam
Fordon, board chairman of the Fordon

predlcted a 3.5 percent real growth
rate in '85 compared to 6.5 percent in
K:IN

BUT MURRAY was less fearful than
automotive and construction Industri-
alists about federal deflclts pushing up
the cost of credit. The U.S. has been
able to tap “the Increasing source of an
fnternational savings poot to finance
our credit demands,” she sald, polnting

: to this as a major structural change in
the American economy.

A second, positive structural change,
Murray said, has been the replacement
of obsolete plant and equipment, re-
sulting in productivity increases.

Commodity, petroleum and health
care costs wiil be bheld n check, trans-

; lating Into an inflatlon rate of 4.2 per-
cent, the economlst predicted.

Murray predicted federal domestle
and defense spcndlng cuts and a tax in-

- crease on consumer goods.

. Here is what four business leaders
+ for their segments of the reglonal econ-
- omy:

+  CONSTRUCTION - After a good
' 1983-84 recovery, residential starts

Co.,
“That's prlmarily because Interest
rates rose from 12 to 15 percent this
year and stayed there, Higher interest
rates wlll deter home starts more than
they wil adversely affect non-residen-
tial work,” he sald.

But commercial-Industrial construc-
tlan will continue to help

the construction industry’s unemploy-
ment rate has dropped from 55 percent
In 1083 to 29 percent currently, with
more drops due in 1885, Fordon pre-
dicted.

AUTOMOTIVE — A stight decline in
total auto sales will be felt mostly by

g to
Thomas F. Russell, board chairman

Fordon sajd. He clted the Ix

and chief ve °£ Federal-Mogul

People Mover, Mlllender Center, Stroh
Rlverfront project, Butrvoughs head-
quarters, Ford Casting plant in Flat
Rock and the Chrysler expansion in

‘Sterling Helghts.

“If you've drive up Northwestern
Highway in Southficld and West
Bloomfleld recently, you can almost
feel the vibrancy of the econemle re-
covery,” Fordon added.

Public works projects have In-
creased from a 1962 level of $150 mil-
lion to a curvent level of $400 milllon,
he sald, thanks to transportation taxes
at the state and federal levels. Mean-
while, wage rates have stabilized, and
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Corp.,
of automative and industrial parts.

Domestic auto makers will see sales
dip from the current clght million to
7.7 millton next year, whlle forelgn
producers will scek thelr sales rise
from 2.5 miillon to 2.6 million units,
Total sales wiil drop from the current
10.4 mllllon to 10.3 milllon next year,

Most of the pent-up demand due to
the recession has been satisfied, he ex-
plained.

But the last half of '35 and '86 will
sce improvement, "depending on the
direction of interest rates, which In
turn will depend on what happens in

oux;‘ struggte wlth the deflclt, Russell
sald.
On the other hand, 1985 will sec real
p n the
“aftermarket” — re] of existing

cars — because of slower growth In in-
cergu and the aging of the car flect, he
52l

RETAIL — Retall sales Lo Michigan
will rise 8 percent, better than the 7.5
percent national increase, accordlng to
Robert B, Carlson, president and chief

exccullve of Crowley, Milner Co.,
which bas departmeni stores in Bir-
mingham, Livenia and Farmin,

While calling metropolitan Detrolt
“a tremendous retall market,” Carlson
said it is marked by Intense price com-
petition and profit deterloration from
the retailer’s point of view.

The Crowley chief spht the retail
market into three segments:

® Baby Boomers, 25-4¢ — With av-
erage household Incomes of $22,000,

® “Prime Llers,” in their $0s --
With average household lacowes uof
$28,000, they have good health -and
want to protect it with health clubs,
beauty parlors and vitamins.

® Mature 60y — “The wealthiest,
healthlest and most self-reliant older
population In our history” contafns
good prospects for oplical eenters,
drug stores, bome health care, hone
improvement, home furnishing, trove!
and hobbles,
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Shop
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Creators of fine jewelry for over 55 years),

Special Holiday Hours

Monday thru Friday
9:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m,

Saturdays, until 5:30 p.m.

+ STAGES ALMOST EVERYTHING
* SCRIPTS SALE!
* PRE-PLANNED * Doll Houses (Kits & Build-Ups)
THEATRE KITS * Rocking Horses
FOR KIDS! * Doll Accessaries
*AGTVITY YOYS & < Hobby & Science Supplies
STOCKING . Acxivi{y Toys i
STUFFERS o Puzzles & Books A \
e Dot ¢ * Toy Soldiers & Castles, cte.
Ty Satdicr Skep Shop now for bess selestion. Sale ends 7“ Doa %M
12/24/84 and exeludes Alexander dolly,
. RERKLEY 5439115 | | LGB and Marklin trains, Calstron & Py Sotdier Stioz
. (E.of Gfoanlluld) telescopes ond any items already marked 3947 W, 12 Mlle/Berkloy
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The Best Toys in the
World...and the Best
Prices, Too!
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courteous service.

account.

Trade through any
Standard Federal
Savings office.

If you make your own
investment decisions, now
is the time to start trading
with Standard Brokerage

Services. You'll always get
competitive discounts on

commission fees as well as

Simply call 643.6505

in the Detroit metro area;
outside the Detroit area,
call 1-800-227-1490; or in
Indiana call 1-800-862-958%
to place your order. We'll
execute it promptly. You'll
receive trade confirmation
both by phone and in
writing, And you'll get a
complete monthly state-
ment. You can even settle
your trade by using
your Standard Federal
checking or savings

SAVE
UP TO

on commission fees

O%'

With one call you can
place trades, get market
information, and receive
an immediate status
report on your account.
And qualified investors
can borrow on margin at
very reasonable rates.
Now, for a limited
time, with your next
trade...Get your copy

of the Qutlook Annual
Forecast special year end
edition, published by
Standard & prwrewenss
Poors. T
Offer while Lime..

Outlook will be maued to you

the Last week In Decemt

Scandard Brokerage Services,
Inc. Is a registered broker-

B desler. Standard Federal

Savings &5 not. Accommnts

carried by National

Financia) Services

Corporation.
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