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staff writor

*Dean Abbott works In Day House, a De-
tralt soup kitchen and shelter for women
nnd famllics.

So [t came as a surprise when he was of-
fered the cholce of jall or communily ser-

A dozen protesters were
Jalled indefinitely until
they promised not to
return to Williams. They
are expected to appeal

vice for blocklng traffic at a C
"rownship defense suppller's,
“Actually, he's already dolng the kind of
communlly service the judge Imposed
anly he's dolng it 24 hours a day,” sald the
Rev. Thomas LumpkIn, o priest who works
with Abbott at the Catholic Worker House.

* THE OFFER of a volunteer stint with the
Halvation Army Instcad of a fall stay was 2
surprise turn of events Friday in the two
year battle between Williams Internatlonal
and anti-nuclear p Past pi
1ave been jailed.

But while many of the 13 arrested last
week regularly do comimunity service, only
une took the alternatlve sentence. David
Ticaun, an Ann Atbor farmer, was expected
to be released from Jall today.

Instead, a dozen protesters were jailed in-
efinltely until they promise not to return
t> Willlams. They are expected to appeal

the sial ‘open-
ended’ sentences.

the controversial “open ended” sentences
which are being opposed by elght other Wil-
ltams activists in Michlgan Court of
Appeals,

RULING THE protesters were In “civil
contempt” of a court order not to block Wil-
liams’ driveway, Oakland County Circuit
Court Chlet Judge Francis X. O'Brlen said
punishment will stand until they “purge”
themsclves by pledging to obey the court
order barring trespass.

O'Brlen offered the communlty service
because of jail overcrowding and his con-
cern about uslag the facility as a “forum for
polltical expression.”

The chle! judge also said he was Im-

pressed with the defendants' “credlbility
and responsibility,” The alternative sen-
tence would allow the defendants to act on
their convictions while assuring the rights
of Willlams International, its employees
and the surrounding community.

“It would be a testament of thelr own sln-
cere deslre for peace,” O'Brien said.

WHILE APPLAUDING the “creative al-
ternative” offered by O'Brien, supporters of
the actlvisis deplored the open-ended sen-
tence.

In protest of the sentence, they expect the
prisoners to pursue some “creatlve alterna-
tives like (asting. A group jalled in Aprilat
Willlams fasted to protest a simllar sen-
tence.

“Agaln it's a life sentence,” sald the Rev,

Peter Dougherty, a Catholle priest who was,

Jailed for civil disobedience durlng a week-
long protest at Wikllams a year ago.

An organizer of the “‘action” last week,
Dougherty believes the sentence will lead to
a “critical showdown” betwcen protesters
and the courts.

“These people are being asked to violate
their consclences by promising not to re-
turn, Nobody has promised so far and
they're not about to now.”

MEA asks security funding

The Michigan Education Assoctation Is
iecking state funding for school sceurity
needs.

State Rep. Perry Bullard, D-Ann Arbor,
chalrman of the House Judiclary Commit-
tee, will sponsor the MEA's bill In January.

Jobless rate
drops slightly

Michigan's November jobless rate rose
hy 0.6 percent to 10.7 percent,

The number of unemployed workers
chimbed by 26,000 in November to 463,000,
Tn October, the jobless tota) was 438,000,
10.1 percent of the labor force. A year earll-
er, unemployment was 11.7 percent with
489,000 out of work.

Normally, unemployment in Michlgan

does Increase from October to November.
:Michigan's total employment dropped by
30,000 in November to 3.9 miillon. The
“state’s labor force also fell, slipplng by
.5,000 to 4.3 milllon.

Michigan's scasonally adjusted unem-

rate in as

:kel!. climbing to 11.4 percent from 10.9
percent in October. The number of jobless
workers last month increased by 21,000 to
. 498,000,
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“This office is making school security a
top priority for the next session,” said Dan
Sharp, a Bullard aide. “We stlll have a lot of
details to fron out, but we expect to have a
final document ready to go in the next cou-
ple of weeks."

THE MEASURE, to be called the Urban
Safe Schools Act, would establish a fund ta
be used by Michigan school districts te en-
hance or inltiate security programs. Money
would be allocated vla matching-fund
grants based on need.

Bullard's action came in response to let-
ters sent to all state legislators, Gov. James
Blanchard and state Schools Superintendent
Phillip Runkel by MEA President Larry
Chunovich, a former Southfield teacher.
The request came after three Detrolt stu-

dents were shot on school property during a
single week in October.

“Rep. Bullard Is just one of several legis-
lators who are behind us all the way in this
effort,” said MEA Government Affairs Di-
rector Elizabeth Baker. “There Is every fn-
dication that, onee this bill is in final form,
it will be supported across the board.”

Runkel, In 2 meeting Monday with Chuno-
vich, atso offered hls full endorsement.

SEVERAL STATE lawmakers met wlith
Blanchard recently to discuss the preposal
and its Inclusion in the governor's message
to the Legistature.

MEA, an afilliate of the National Educa-
tion Assoclatlon, has some 95,000 members.
1t is wldely consldered one of the most pow-
erful political forces in the state.
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Jail or community service, judge tells protesters

TAKING PART in the civil disobedlence
at Williams for the second time were: Doro-
thy Henderson-Whitmarsh, Ann Arbar,
nurse; Doug Hamm, Ann Arbor, teacher; the
Rev. Carfon Foltz, Pontinc, minister, and
Braun. {

Also convicted of clvil contempt were:
Marla Ringo, Detroit, student; Barbara

(8.F-BANO)5A

‘Wetuln, Ann Arbor, nurse; Carter Cortelyou,
Ann Arbor, student; Jeff Smith, Grand Ra-

plds; Dean Abbat, Detroit, a worker at Cath- The

will

otle Worker House; Ralph

Wi .
land; Robert B. Larkin, Ann Arbor, Michi- 8pur & ‘showdown,’
gan director of the nuclear arms control one protester s aid,

group SANE; Ken Jannot, Ann Arbor, stu-
dent; and Mike O'Nelll, Ann Arbor, student.
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