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Clerk takes
over helm
from Cairns

By Joanne Mallsxowski
atatf wrltor

Deputy clerk Joan Reynolds will be
the new city clerk of Farmington Hills
and the {Irst woman department head
in the city’s history.

In a unanimous 7-0 votc Mcnday
councll appolnted Reynolds to the post,
effective Jan. 1, 1885, She wlll replace
City Clevk Floyd Calrns who will retire
Dec, 3

“1 nm so pleased Joan Reynolds Is
here to fill those shoes," sald Couneil-
man Donn Woll, “She Is certalnly obe
of the best deputy clerks In the state.”

Councllwoman Joan Dudley an-
nounced that If anyonc can ill Calrns’
shoes, Reynolds Is “the woman who can
dolt.”

Reynolds has 20 years of experlence
(n the clerk’s offlce. She started as a
typlst In 1965, moving up to a seere-
tary, exccutlve secretary and flnally
deputy clerk two years ago.

“I've gone through all the phases as
the positions became avallable,” Rey-
nolds sald.

Reynolds, 59, originally didn't have
her sights on the city clerk’s job. But
she soon changed her mind as her work

and Interest sed,
Reynelds sald.

Reynolds is certified through the
County, State and Internatlonal Municl-
pal Clerks Assoclation.

As city clerk, Reynolds will be re-
sponsible for a department of fine em."
ployces. She has ltved In Farmington
Hills slnce 1947,

1] .

AANDY BORST/slatf photographor

The new Farmington Hilla City Clerk, Joan Reynolds, is ready to
assume her dutles Jan 1, 1985, Sho is the tiret woman department
heoed of the city and replaces the retiring Floyd Cairns who will

Ieave the poat Dec. 31.
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By Jo=n Adomczak
stait writer

A Christmas tree can be a source
danger ns well as enjoyment.

The ecnjoyment comes from the
glistening ormaments, the aroma of a
fresh-cut pinc tree and the twinkling
lights. But the danger follows when
those same twinkling lights have
warn Insulation or faulty connections.

One small spark from an exposed
wire can cause a four-foot Christmas
tree to go up in Names In a matter of
seconds,

The Fnrmlngton Hils Flre Depurt«

An avur-pvelenl dunger ln me home dnrlnn tha
holiday season Is a dry Christmas tree. Channel Y
7 neweman Jim Ochs, plctured abova, is ready to  partment on Tueuday.

ex(lngulah a llamlng {ree, part of a staged fire
b

RANDY BORST/staff photographer .

Traditional decorations
can ignite into nightmare

we itke {o emphasize the devastating
effect they bave when they do occur,”
explalned Hills' Fire Chief Richard
Marinucel at the burn site.

Three firefighters and Marinucei
watched as Channel 7 newsman Jim
Ochs took a five-Inch section of a
dried Christmas tree and 11t it with a
clgarctte lighter.

ONE SPARK from the lighter
touched off a flame and the twig
sputtered and crackled like a Fourth
of July sparkler.

Ochs then put the Mghter to a tree
that had not becn kept in water and
was di and

ment proved such
Tuesday morning when they suged n
Christmas tree fire for arca medla in
@n abandoned house on Orchard Lake
Road in Farmington.

"Therc aren't a large numbecr of
Christmas tree fires cach season, but

garland for the demun:traunn.

Within 30 scconds the front half of
the tree was cngulfed in flames,
Black smoke billowed up from the
tree, hovering two feet below the ceil-
{ng fllling the room thick with smake.

Hills Firo De-

Far

" It is the smoke of a flre, which of-
len contains toxie fumes and gases,
which Is most dangerous, zald Mar-
inucei,

“Inhaling toxic fumes and smoke
disorients and Intoxlcates you, caus-
ing dluin?s and rendering you un-

*The smoke and the heat are the most
barmful parts of a flre,” he sald.

There was a slight thud as the re-
mains of the tree fell over on the
floar, Even after the flames were out,
the smoke continued to pour out of
the house.

THE TREE was completely burned
In about three minutes.

“And that’s without any furniture
in the room,” sald Marinucci. “By
now the entire room would be in
fNames if there was carpeting, dra-
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Hills City Council rejects plea

By Joanno Mallszeweki
staff writor

wood, Falrmont Park and Kensington

Farmington Hills leaders are stand-
ing clear of any Involvement, Including
rent controls, In a dispute between lo-
¢al apartment tenants and the Beznos-
Beztak Co.

“We reaily don't feel there's any-
thing the clty can do” said -Mayor
Charles Willlams Monday In response
o a request for help from Rob Falls,
one of the chalrmen of the Muirwood
Tenants Association.

‘The association represents tepants in
(he Beznos-owned apartments of Muir-

Manor in the Fnrmlngton area, as well
fn and Al-
dlngbrook in West Bloomflcld,

Tenants are protesting frequent rent
increases of a3 much as 32 percent In
the last 28 months. The association's
major complaint is the management
{flrm's method of raising rents by not
renewing leases, forclng tenants to pay
rent on a monih-to-month basls.

“The problem is, as we sec it, not so
much the rent increases, but how it was
done,” Falls told the council.

In June 1983, he sald, Beznos dented
the rencwal of leases, allowlng the

oral quarrel

‘We will try to get this matter resolved
with or withou! your help.’

— Rob Falls

Muirwood Tenants Assoclation

landlords to “ralse rent at will.”

With a picket against Beznos under
thelr belt, tenants’ assoclation officials
are now unsure in which direction to
take thelr protest, Falls sald,

“We will try to get thia matter re-

solved with or without your help,” be
said,

ALTHOUGH FALLS said he would
hate to see rent-control laws in Michl-
gan because of the possible negatlve af-
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“VERY IMPRESSIVE!"
“Had 60 calls within the
first day! Was very
impressed!” M. Preston
was delighted with the

for rent

fect on business, his request to counell
was for conslderation of a rent-control
ordinance.

His request was met with an imme-
dlate “no.”

Councilwoman Joan Dudley teld
Falls the only case of wh!ch ahe u
aware of rent contral
York City. New York oﬂicilh lmpnscd
rent controls when faced with a large
population of low-income famities and
a houslng shortage,

“We do not lil ln that pattern,” Dud-
ley sald,

""l beg your pardon. We do ft into
that pattern at the other end of the In-

Sever
VOWS .
court
battle

By Joanne Maliszewski o
ataff writer

Although Ben Marks has been offl-
clally declared the winner — by vne
vote — of an election recount last
week, opponent Terry Sever Is takiny
his fight for the Farmington Hills Ctw
Council seat to Oakland County Circuit

Court.

“I stil feel, Mr, Marks, the seat be-
longs to me, and I am golng to com:
after it,” Scver sald Monday at a coun-
cil meeting.

Promising council he would exhaust
all legal possibilitles, Sever announce
that he is taking his concern ubaut,gw
mietliod used in the recotint fo court.”

A show cause hearing has been
scheduled before OnkIAnd Clreuit
Judge Alice Gilbert on Dec. 19, accord-
ing Paul Nlds, Sever's attorney.

Nida refused to comment obout the
bearing's purpose, addlng, “I'm not
going to tell you anything of sub-
stance.”

BUT SEVER said Monday there are,
“a lot of ifs” regarding the process
used In recounting the ballols cast in
the local election.

The recount showed Marks received
11,006 votes to Sever's 11,005, Marky
picked up 28 additional votes in the re- .
count while Sever stayed even — loslng
and then galning aeven votes.

In the November election, Sever
edged past Marks with a 25-vote mar.
gin to win the council seat.

What concerns Sever are the chads
— the rectangular perforations on th»
punch card ballots — and how they
were counted.

Under state law, four bi-partlsan
Oakland County canvassers checke:d
each ballot by band and punched out
the. chads that were dismembered or
detached on at least two corners, ac-
cording to Oakland County Clerk Lynn
D. Allen.

If Sever had not lost seven voles in
the recount, he would bave remalned
©on council,

Pleaso turn to Page 5

controi

come scale,” Falls replied, adding Oak-
land County a shortage of about
10,000 apartments.

When the issue was furned over ty
city attorney Paul Blbeau for his opin-
lon, he replied, “I do not believe there
Is any justificatlon for rent controls ln
Farmington Hills.”

He said rent controls “would nat
stand the test of constitutional clief-

lenge.”
Generally, Bibeau sald, rent controls
have been im)] post-war perlods

-or as In New York City with low-in-
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Goodfellows seek
community’s aid

‘The Farmington Area Goodfellows
are once agaln seeking community sup-

tion supplies a flannel ghirt !ou boy of
elementary school age.
A tax-deductible check paylble Io

Crackerbarrel Debate . -'BA Observer & Eccentric port to provide a Christmas for the
Community Calendar . . 28 HOUSE TO RENT Im-lorlumu children In the Farming- the Farmington Area Goodfellows can
lml one store In u;e l-‘armlnzlon Today’s Oral Quarrel question Ls: ' Crossword puzzle . . . .12E Classified ad placed. too area. be sent to the following: Mrs. Lec
area — has been flooded by imltation Letters . . . . . ... .10A While grateful to the many dedicated  Ratliff, 35122 Drake Helghts, Farming-
Cabbage Palch Dolls. If you purchased an imitatlon cab- MemoryLane. . . . . . 8A Individuals -nd businesses who have ton 48034; Mrs. Jodn Richardson, 33926
The real Cabbage Patch Dolls, the bage patch. doll thioking It was the Obliuafles DY . sup the Farmington Goodiellews  Qakland, Farmington 43034,
“ln" toys for the second Christmas real thing, what woold you expectthe | | goone . . . . | | 1-5C year, they are always looking for If you are unable fo make a monc.
running, arc expensive and bard lo satore’s responsibility to be? Suburbnn Lite. 188 pew :uyporuu {0 belp accomplish the  tary donation to the Aren
find, Some of the imitations, some- R Tra L §C luh of pmvhun‘ for all the children, Goodfellows, perbaps you would be
times calted Lettuce Lel Dofli, car-*  To aniswer’ this gquestion, call 477- NEWSLINE ... . 477.5450 A some semior citivens who  able to he!p in some olber way to ia-
ry an odor of kerosene and may con- 5498 anytime before 1 p.m. on Friday, a8 . 8591-0900 oeed help too. sure “No Chlld or Senlor In Farmington
taln barmful pesticides. Dec. 14. To see how your nelghbors CLASSIFIEDS. . . 581-0900 A $12 coatribution will purchase a  Without & 1984 Christmas ™ Let us hear
-Some stores sclling the imitations feel about thls lssue, please look In HOME DELIVERY. . m-osoo Use your MasterCard or Visa | - wash-and-wear dress for an elementa-  from you. Call the Goodlellows at 474-
have refused to give cash refunds to  Monday's Farmington Observer. ry school age child and a 95 contribu- 8478,
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