Bird counters sharpen pencils

' By Thothy Nowleki

spoch wrlter

No is the time of year when serious
watczrs take counts of southeastern
Michian's many specles of blrds,

Fdy years ago, the Detrolt Audu-

bon oclety began taking censuses of

birdsthal came south for the winter
and { those which are permanent resi-
dentt

Ornne full day around Christmas, a
grou of birders organlzes iis efforts to
cave an area 15 miles In dlameter.
Faclgroup ls glven a map of Its sec-
tionind data sheets (sce sample} to
recal species and numbers of indlvid.
ualseen.

Tethis region, there will be three
chates for you to participate this sea-
son:

aDec. 15 — Oakland County Audu-
bonjoclety Christmas count, Call 531-
922

The yearly count has become a
nationwide activity. Christmas counts
are conducted from Florida to Alaska.
Southern states may count more than
200 different species. An Alaska group
braved eight hours of frigid
temperatures to see only a dozen or 80

birds.

Thursday, Docomber 13, WB‘» O&E

cles which remaln all year In one area,

no matter what the weather,

During eclght hours In the field,
counters drive the ronds and walk the
ficlds to count and accurately Identify
all birds scen. Over a 40-ycar span, 118

differcnt species of birds have been
identified — spectes like barn owls,
warblers, bluebirds, hawks and wood-
peckers,

ON AN AVERAGE ccnsus day, 50
species and 7,600 indlvld?‘n hlfd-l are

® Dee. 18 — Detrot Audubon Soci-
cty count. Cal} 527-6851 for informa-
tion.

® Jan. 5 — Kensington Metropark
count. Call naturalist Bob Hotaling at
£85-1561.

BIRDING, OR bird watching, s a
year-around activity in Michlgan.

I’s great fun to Ydentlfy and walch
birds In the spring when they return
north to breed from thelr wintering
grounds In South America.

In fa)l and winter, different specles
move south, just far enough to avold
the harsh winter of thelr northerm
breeding grounds.

And then you can watch those spe-

counted,
these yearly counts reveals population
trends for the specles.

Some apecies — like red crosshllls,
which actually have crossed mandlbles
— arrlve north every flve or slx years.
Cardlinals appear to decline In numbers
and (hen rise again every 10 years, The
reasons for these cycles still are not
known, but (he Christmas count data
has helped ralse the questlon.
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Atally sheet for & bitd count shows each species and the numbors,

of indlviduals a group Identifies,

The yearly count has become a na-
tionwide activity. Christmas counts are
conducted from Florida to Alaska.
Southern states may count more than
200 different specles. An Alaska group
braved cight hours of frigld tempera-
tures to sce only a dozen or 80 birds.

1f you decide to participate, you will
meet fine people, contribute to our
knowledge of birtds and, if you dress
properly and take along a Thermos of
hot cocoan, have a good time,

The writer is a freelancer whose
cotlege degrees are in blology.

42,000 tons of salt ready for Oakiand snowy roads 5

Nre than 100 trucks and graders
arcready to clear Oakland County
roxs of snow and ice this winter.

“Je arc confident of our ability to
cop with most southeastern Michigan
sn¢ and lee conditions,” sald John L.
Grba, managing director of the Oak-
tac County Road Commisston.

9ccaslonally a storm's Intensity,
htg winds, deep frecze or mid-rush
hor starl will get ahead of us, but
nolng has stopped us yet.”

1 work will be plow drivers, salt
tnk drivers, loaders, dispatchers, me-
chales, traffic signal crews, supervi-
so,, managers and planning staff —

ready at all hours of day and night,
Grubba sald.

ROAD CREWS are bused at six
county garages — In Southficld, Troy,
Pontiac, Milford, Lake Orlon and Dav-
isburg.

Crews ore on duty at night shifts in
alt but the Davisburg garages. Crews
arc put on overtime, if necessary, he
sald.

“We have 32,000 tons of salt in stor-
age, which Is about two-thirds of a win-
ter's needs. The remainder will be de-
livered durlng the season.”

“General procedure 1s to sait until
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one inch of snow accumulates, and then
to plow, often salting slmultaneously.
Salt is not used on unpaved roads nor
generally on subdivislon strects. Salt
use annually averages 50,000 tons,

Sand and slag are a8 needed on
hills, curves and intersections.

“In temperatures below 10 degrees,
salt is relatively ineffective, and travel
may be safer i it's not used. Also, high
winds often blow pavements refatively
ctean, and using salt would just make
the snow stick.”

* OAKLAND HAS 2,500 mlles of coun-
Ly roads and streets. The Road Com-
misslon also serves 251 miles of state
highways under contract. They have
dUferent prioritles, Grubba said,

@ “First, we must keep trafflc mov-

ing safely on heavily-travelled soutes,
which have the grealcst potentlal for
serlous accidents and provide outlets
for traffic from sidestreets.

“Freeways and other maln roads
carrying 40,000 or more vehlcles dally
are top priority, We attempt to have
cqulpment o them at the forecast of

two afler heavy storms, equipment 1s
assigned to these. . (Often, only one
lane is plowed until all subdivision
streets in a district are opened.”

Snow and lce control costs an aver-
age of $3.8 milllon a year in Oakland,

bad condltlons and rematn on them as
necessary to achieve 75 percent bare
pavement.

® “Other maln roads carrylng 5,000
to 40,000 vehicles daily are second pri-
ority. We attempt to have equipment
on them at the start of bad conditions,
and to remaln on them untll we have at
least clear wheel tracks.

@ “Resldential subdivislon streets
are the last priority, As soon as possi-
ble, but sometimes not untll a day or
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Including the cost of cleanlng state
highways under contract. The break-
down: salt and materials, §1.2 miilion;
equipment, $1.2 million; regular time
wages $382,000; overtime, 3287,000;
{ringes, $270,000; overhead, $472,000.
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Are you having troubie ::;mr%o;:u
with your dentures? CHRISTMAS
Having made a spoclal atudy of dentura wearors
and thelr problems for the last 17 ysars, | moy bo
ablo Ito holp you, If you have any of 11|w tnllulzinq
robloms: 100300038, 80r0 spats, poar lawer ridgs,
s n no lower ridpo; “floaling"” lower denture, Decoy door mats $24.85
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UEL J. KANER, D.D.S.
29911 WEST SIX MILE (JUST W. OF MIDDLEBELT) » LIVONIA
261-4320

Come in and sea many unique [doas for giits al Bost. And at
prices. Glvo something really different this year and onjoy
1he glow. You'll be amazed at the variety of cholcea you'll find.
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Dick (Night Train) Lane
will be at
The Birmingham Bookstore

Tues., Dec. 18
6-8 p.m.
for an autographing of
The Pro Football Hall of Fame’s

. Their Deeds and
1 Dogged Faith
: : $199

A Parek Philippe
watchisafine picce of
jewelry. The classicdesign
and fine crafismanshipase
timeless, Formen, the

18k gold bracelet with
quartz maveaent, white
roman numesal dial,
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storeonly.
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ATHLETIC & SOCIAL CLUB
30333 Soutweld Rt
(Next to Cungress Buikiing between 128 13 Mic Rowts)

CALL 646-8990
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- Visit Santa
Mon. & Th. 7.9 p.m, _
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