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By Kathy Parrish
stotf writor

While upholding the right of probate
Judges to run Children's Village, an
Oakland County judge ruled it could be
turned over to the county’s chief.

So Qakland County Executive Danlel
Murphy will agaln ask the board of
commissioners to transfer control of
the child care facility to him,

to be done over there, it needs to have

—~-control.”

ACTING ON a lawsuit by Murphy to
take over control of Children's Village,
Qakland County Circuit Court Judge
Hilda Gage Friday ruled the legal au-
thority 1o supervise, dircct and control
Camp Oakland and Children's Village
remalns with the probate Judges.

“The operation of chlld care Institu-
tions by probate judges pursuant to leg-
Islation does not violate the separation
of pawers doctrine,” her opinion read.
But Gage also stated she does not rec-
ognize “any inherent power in the Pro-
bate Court to operate and contro) child
care facilities,

“The board of commissicners has the
power to transfer the control and ad-
ministration of chlld care facilities
from the court to the county.”

CHILDREN'S VILLAGE is run by
Oakland County Probate Court’s Juve-
nile Division, whlch places neglected or
delinquent youth there. More than 200
youth are presently in the nine bullding
facility with a capacity of 220.

Custodlal and treatment services are
pravided to children the court fecls
need out-of-home care.

~Judge rules Chil
Village takeover legal

But while the Probate Court runs the
operation, its funding Is malnly county
meney which is approved and adminls-
tered by the board of commissioners.
Under the State Foster Care Act, the
county is relmbursed 50 pereent of ev-
crything spent.

Two years ago, Murphy told the four
probate judges he was taking over Chil-
dren’s Village under Publte Act 139, He
contends the law allowing countles to
set up executlve style government also

INSTEAD OF yielding control, the
Jjudges told Murphy to sue them, Be-
cause they see juvenile offenders and
their families in court, they argue they
are best able to work out their treat-
ment.

“We think he's an outstanding county
executlve and very capable, but he has
many respansibllities from hospitals to
garages,” explained Probate Judge Eu-
gene Arthur Moore,

“We think we can deal more rapldly
and are better able to rehavilitate
kids."

IN DECEMBER, 1952, commission-
ers voted 16-7 against a proposal to
give Murphy control of Children's ViI-
lage. Several fellow Republicans joined
Democrats In defeating the measure,

At the time, some of the lawmakers
said they preferred to get a court opin-
ion on the praposal.

Moore is not sure what the judges
will do if Murphy agaln asks commis-
sioners to give him control. *“They
turned him down, and I would be
surprised if he asks them again,” sald
Moore.

“But we would continue to resist
that. T think the real Issue is that we
need to work together — commisslon-
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dren’s

ers, executlve and judges — to beneflt
the klds.”

WHILE STILL muliing over a course
of actlon, Murphy said he does not in-
tend to appeal the court declston.

Instend he expeets to ask commis-
sioners to transfer authority to him.

Murphy argues that the village is not
used to capaclty and is not cost-cffl-
clent.

“I'd like sce goals set — the kinds of

by “T would think the logical thing te

E say 1o the board Is 'You have a right to  authorizes him to run the facllity things other departments do," sald
5 manage Chlldren's Villige — Why  through his Department of Instltutional  Murphy. “Under the law that fa o coun-
W don't you do 1t?" said Murphy. and Human Services, ty department.”

f2=.  “If the board wants to do what needs

THROUGH THE lawsult, Murphy
contended allowing Probate Court to
run child care facilities violatea sepa-
ration of powers between the executive
and judlcial branches of government.

“T belleve the judicial branch should
interpret the laws and the executive
branch should carry them out,” he said
firmly.

“They ought to be separate, This is a
bad way to handle it.”

The executive alse disagreed that

Judges are best able to oversee rehabil-

ation,
“Psychologists, soctal works and
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Children's Village officials have anked the county closed a year ago when numbers were down at

commission to reopen Building B,

good welfare workers rehabllitate, not
Jjudges,” he said.

“I don’t think because you're a judge
you have a better handie on rehablllta.
tion than anyonc else.”
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