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These wines make perfect gifts

One of the great joys of holiday gift
glving to an appreciative winc drinker
is in the great wealth of cholces that
one faces in any good store. Indeed, the

may be a bit over
such I3 the wide range of cholces.

This column will review what seema
to be some of the outstanding gift
cholees this scason, The focus will be
on panache as well as quality for cost,
in both stil]l wines and sparkling wines.

Initial recommendations of imported
wines are by category rather than spe-
cific ltems, There have been two excel-
lent vintages In recent years, both of

are considered by many to be the best
of thelr type grown in the United
States.

Another highly esteemed Napa win-
ery Is Stag's Leap Wine Cellars. Its

{$17) along with a very ¥
($20}. Both would honor Santa's efforts.

DUCKHORN VINEYARDS has just
released its 1982 Merlot ($20) and 1983
sauvignon blanc ($14). Both bave spe-
clal reputations.

In the less heady atmosphere, the
classiest to be had is from

which are just now b
tocally.

They are 1982 bardeaux, all of which
are excellent value because of the vin-
tage and the present status of the dol-
tar. Excellent purchases could include
the Chateau Palmer (§30) or the Cha.
teau Leovllle Barton ($11). The other
prime vintage is the 1983 German
wines across all categories, from
spatlese through beerenausiese and ice
wine,

Regarding the last, there s a $600
Scherzhofburger Riesling Ice Wine by
Ego Muller that can only be described
as for the most select audience In the
world. That's $600 a bottle, not case, by
the way. But the 1983 crush is uniform-
1y good in the affordable range as well,
comparable only to the 1976,

A FINAL category recommendation
Is the excellent value to be had in true
chablls wines, Between $6-§12, great
purchases may be made for the lover
of these steely, austere whites.

Possibly the most spectacular issue
now avallable from France is the Cha-
tleaux Margaux '81, a most prestigious
gt at $50.

In the domestlc fleld, read Callfor-
nla. There are a great many attractive
issues that warrant Indlvidunl atten-
tion. Because of the more heterogenc-
ous nature of California wineries, It is
not passible to Issue blanket endorse-
ments of vintage years. Rather special
issues by premium winerles will be
noted.

Perhaps one of the most respected
wineries I8 Acacla Winery from the
coo), Burgundlan-like region of south-
crn Napa, called Carneros. The volllng
hills and coollng fog from San Pablo
Bay permit the growing of its cxcellent
chardonnay and pinot nolr, Both are

Storybook Mountaln Vineyards. It pro-
duces a standard issue at about $9 and
a premlum at about $2 more, Either
runld cheer the heart of any xinfandel
over,

The 1981 Kenwood Artists Series Ca-
bernet has just been Issued. This one
carries an excellent vinicultural repu-
tation and is graced by a lovely repre-
sentation of the Golden Gate Bridge.
The cost of this Kenwood series keeps
rising dramatically until now we are at

$25 for thls. A collector's lssue, this.

will warrant saving a long time and
should be reserved for the true Califor-
ala collector.

For chardonnay lovers, recent issues
of Chalone and Edna Valley have just
been released, They represent & kind of
Rolls-Bentley marketing mentality,
and the breedlng is there. At considera-
bly less cost, but stili a wine of flne
distinetlon, ls the ‘83 Kendall-Jackson

wine
Richard
Watson

sldes In the moat clegant presentation
package. The verdict 1s still out oo the
quallty of this wine, but reviews have
been favorable on Its standard brut at
hal! the price. Both Chateau St. Jean
and Schramsberg are offering their
usual $20-$25 bottles and will sell a lot
over the holiday season.

However, better values and more
thoughtful gifts may be had by select-
ing some less obvious, and sometimes
less expensive, boitles. For example,
Iron Horse Ranch and Vineyards bas
two beautiful wines, some of Califor-
nia's flnest, in the $20-a-bottle range, &
blanc de blanc and a brut. These would
be at the top of the wish Ust. Add to
that the Scharffenberger, just released.

And there are others in the $15-520
range. S. Anderson has a Jovely blane

Chapin brothers
appearing in benefit

Tom and Su:i:: Chapin, brothers of the late sing-

($9). A wine of rich it also
has o good acid balance, making It a
lovely thing to own,

Inglenook, proudiy boasting a new
label, bas a stunner in its 1980 Caber-
net Sauvignon Limited Cask. It can be
found at about $14; do not pay the $18
inltially asked. At the lower priccitisa
real value for the connoisseur. Another
cabernet of great class is the '79 Simi.
At $8, cheap enough to buy one for
someone special and another to take
home for yoursell.

Finally, 1n the good-wine, classy-la-
bel department, there is the 1983 issue
of Carmenet Sauvignon Blanc. Buy one
for a white wine drinker who wants and
will appreciate somethlng special.

In the most unusual category, there
is the “Boltle of Bordeaux” that s filled
with bazel nut and chocolate corks. At
$10, you drink thls one {rom the bot-

21, in Flint’s Whiting Auditorium,

Reserved tickels at $7.60, $6.50 and $5.50 may be

, 1241 E. Kers-
ley. For phone reservations, call 239-6772, All pro-
pins™ bene-

at the Whitin
cceds from the “Christmas with the Cha;

11t will go to support the publication of the Michl.
gan Voice, an alternative newspaper.

Chapln, wiil perform an eve-
ning of Harry's words and music Lo a benefit con-
cert for the Michlgan Voice at 8 p.m. Friday, Dec.

de nolrs that is among the more distin-
guished In this price range.

Choices In the §10-§15 range are easy
to settle on. One 1y the new Gloria-Fer-
rar Issue from Sonoma, a bon-vintaged

ly, It 1s imposaible, day in and
out, to beat Domaine Chandon for val-
ue. A marvelous combination of French
winemakiog skills have blended with
California grapes to produce a great
brut and a most elegant blank de nolrs.
Chandon Is always in good taste. L bave
scen bottles in stores recently at $10,
though $14 is more comtmon.
‘When conaldering gifts such as thls,
don't forget your spouse elther. He or
ahe should be glad to share,
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Children’s classic

Darkness frightens Chris and

Hansel and Qrete] in the Crossroads Productions live stage show

of tha classic falry tale at 1 and 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15, at Somer- -

set Mall in Troy. Moses Goldberg has adapted the story, with

much of the play Imp dIn to

s participa-
tion. The performeance is open to the public without charge. -

RESTAURANT

SUNDAYS 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Buffet B

A
CHILDREN: 5-10 yr8, *5%; under § yrs. 124
Tradiionsl Ego & Omelel Selections
* Carved

Chat's Casserole: Boof
French Toast » Wll’\.vl" Froah Pasiries and more
1

. Atwator
Dovmiown Datroll Bohind Cobo Hall
250-8801+ Vadot Parking

DETROIT'S RESTAURANT ON THE RIVER
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Exotic Spirits

Maple Rd. at Stephenson Hwy. « Troy
68!

Celebrate the many good tostes of Ihe
-Mon Jin Lau dunng ihe Holiday Season.

Ask about our group accommodations
and catering available now for the holiday.
Share our good tastes with a friend.
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Mandarin « Szechwan » Hunan « Cantonese

now available tocally and, in the nearly  tom! o
$20-a-bottle range, are prime cxamples o N
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Serving the Finest in [ ] Lunch & Dinner | |
Chinese & American Cuisine [} . f
Luncheons « Dinners » Carry Out Orders n Spetluls ) |
Chinatown Style Welcomed [l Monday-Salurday 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m, ]
MonTh ”oilsln 7035 a:bl'sek AT PM : With this Coupon, Expires December 20 |
on.-Thurs. -10 PM « Friday 11 AM- s |
Sat. 12-11 PM + Sunday 12-10 PM 1 Extended Cocktail Hours 1
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. ‘odnesday Night - Ladles Night - §
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5500 C1ooks Fd. a1 175« Troy, Mi 46008 + 313.879-2100 E7ening
..at the Haymarket.
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&, TG N EIOAN, wind down
0‘/ N Ew YEA‘ @ of even dance to soft, classi
vﬁ/ At The i srved up by the
C»/ Jimmy Dixon Quartet featur-
ing voualist Gwen Wells,
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TROY Hii TON!

(Sce Both Sides)
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Catch a late night bite—
light foods and snacks, table-
sidde salads, tempting desserts
from the fruit and pastry cant.
Cockuails and cappucino.
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$15.00 per person TROY HILTON
inciudes: . 1455 Stephenson | lighway
* Cash Bar Troy, Michigan 4084

« Party Favors & Nolsemakers w Dancing Lght Snacks
» Continental Breakfast

(YOU MUST BE 21)

Troy RILON AN » 1455 Stephenson Hwy. » Trov, ¥l 48064

583-9000
I




