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school board
tells council

By Joanne Matlsxewski
staff writer

Because of strong opposltion from
the Farmington school board, a clty-
planncd flnanclng scheme to make cap-
ital improvements along the 12 Mile
corrldor in Farmington Hills has been
put on hold.

“Everybody in thls room knows
we're golng ahead with it,” sald Farm.
ingten Hills Councllman Ben Marks,
following a publle hearing on the tssue
Monday.

In a 5-2 vote council agreed o defer
setting up the spectal taxing authority
for about 5-6 months, Council agreed to
wait on a final decislon until facts
about how much money is needed for
the improvements Ls avallable.

Councilwomen Joan Dudley and Jodi
Seronen supported creating the Tax In-
crement Flnance Authority (TIFA)

Why tax
change
upsets
some

By Joanne Maliszowak|
stalt writer

It was done polltely but strongly.

Farmingten school officlals want
¢ity officials to drop plans for a flnanc-
Ing scheme that would pay for im-
provements In the 12 Mile corridor tn
Farmlngton Hllls.

At a public hearing Monday, school
board members tmade the most of thelr
opportunlty to te)l Farmington Hills of-
tlelals why they are strongly opposed
to use of the Tax Increment Finance
Authorlty (TIFA) to create a special
taxing authorlty to provide money for
impravements along the city's “growth
corridor.”

IN A prepared statement, school
board treasurer Dick Wallace told the
Farmington Hills City Councll Monday

that school officlals are opposed to -

TIFA because:
® It would have a negative Impact
on the future finances of the school dis-
trict.
® It's an “inappropriate utilization”
of the Act 450 (TIFA), “Intended to pre-
vent urban deterioration, enmum%e
o

Thursday, December 20, 1984

off,’

Monday, desplte schoo) board objec-
tions,

“I'm afraid that postponing It now is
really a conclllatory gesture,” Dudley
sald, remarking that It's “like sticking
a paclfier in the mouths of those who
abject, hoping it will blow over.”

From the start of the public hearing,
school officials made it clear they want
the elty to keep its hands off thelr po-
tential tax dollars.

City offlclals in turn made 1t equally
clear that without Imprevements along
the 12 Mile office corridor, develop-
ment will not occur as Its potential
warrants.  And the school dlstrict
wouldn't be getting any new tax benefit
anyway,

“I HAVE (o believe that if we do
nothing . . . that {12 Mlte) will not de-
velop as fast as it would normally,”
said Mayor Charles Willlams. “The
school district wlll not get that money
anyway because it [s not developed,”

The c¢ity's contentlon Is that without
Improvements — the widenlng of 12
Mile, storm drains and posslbly anoth-
er interchange off 1-698 —~ a decllne in
property value wlll occur because de-
velopment cannot be accommodated.

But school offlclals do not belleve
that and say the city has not provided
facts to document the deellne.

“I slmply think It docs not apply to
us," said Zan Alley, executive director
of the Farmingion Education Associa-
tlon. “I don't se¢ where our tax base ls
dectining.”

Despite  the difference between
schoo) and clty officlals in the interpre-
tatlon of property decline, it's the po-
tential loss of future tax dollars be-
cause of the propused TIFA plan that's
at the top of the school hoard's 1lst of
objectlons.

“It angers me personally that this
new growth money that we depend on
for new programs witl be taken away,”
sald Trustee Janice Rolnlek.

Under TIFA, city officlals want to
create a speclal taxing authority and

* distrlet to provide money for road and

drainage mprovements along the
¢ity's 12 Mlle “growth corridor.”

“This is an aren of the city, that for
the most part, 13 largely undeveloped,”
sald Clty Manager William Costick.
“We do not believe with current city
resources we'll be able to keep up with
the demand for roads and improve-
ments. In our case, we're talking about
facilitating future growth.”

WHILE the public hearing was or-
derly, there was little doubt city and
school officlals are sitting on different
sides of the fence.

Schoel offlclals are annoyed because,
except for.an opportenily at publle
hearings to voice thelr oppasition, they

have little power to prevent the city's |

formation of the TIFA plan,

For the most part though, scheo offl-
clals stood alone in thelr

By Tom 8Bser
staff writer

Libralter Plastics Inc. collected a
load for the Goodfcllows charity, and
Charlie Schulkins — Farmington's Mr.
Goodfellow himself ~ hopped in hls
green van and drove over to pick It up. |

Libralter's pounds

Developers along 12 Mile, as well as a

and
eliminate causes of decline in property
value."

few residents spoke in favor of the
city’s financing scheme.

of canncd goods and other non-perish-
ables, was the result of a contest held
in the 80-employee firm on Indoplex
Circle in F: Hills,
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oral quarrel

* A cititen who found two sultcases
full of gold jewelry In the middle of &
busy suburban road returned the
. valuables to their rightful owner, a
. unt store. The bagn, con-
< talning jewelry worth thopsands of
: dollars, had fallen from a company
ellvery truck, according to newspa-
per accounts,

. For his hooesty, the Detrolt res!-
“dent received a reward of $500 cash

What would you do
Iwith found booty?

and a $350 gift certificate from the
store.
Today’s Oral Quarrel question bs:

What wonld do if you were the find-
er of two suitcases stuffed with ex-
pensive jewelry?

To answer this question, call 477.
5498 anytime before 1 p.m. on Friday,
Dec. 21, To see how your nelghbors
feel about this issue, please Jook In
Monday's Farmington Observer.,

“'Seme of the people here In the plant
got the idea that It would be a good
Idea to help some of the needy in this
area,” sald Don Jcnkhl. comptroller of
the

Charles Schulkins (right) and Otto Regentik ex-
amine some of the danations to this year's Good-

Goodfellows
They’re gearing up for another drive
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fellows drive, S
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Cable
hike
OoK’d

By Joanne Mallsxewski
staff writer

MetroVislon cable TV officlals are
on thelr way to getting a long-awaited
rate increase,

In scparate actlons Menday, the elty
councils of Farmington Hills, Farming-
ton and Novi introduced an ordlnance
amendment glving preliminary ap-
proval to the cable firm's request for a
rate increase, cffective Feb.1, 1985,

The three councils have yet to for-
mally adopt approval to hike the rates.
‘The adoption of this resolution is ex-
pected sometime In January, Only two
of the three counclls need to adopt the
ordinance amendment for the rate in-
crease to take effect.

Federal leglslation which is about to

me law Dec. 28 would atlow
MetroVision o seek an automatlc an-
nuat 5 percent Increase for two years,
After two years, rate schedules are in
the cable firms’ hands.

Desplte the leglslation, Tom Bjork-
lund, MetroVision vice president, told
Farmington Hills councl that “we
have pledged not to raise the rates
again through 1985."

IF THE the clty counclls enact the
amended ordlnance, the proposed cable
tate Increase would affect residents
who subscribe for the Tier III level of
services.

Subscribers currently pay $7.25 a
month for Tier I1I (channels 2-113) ser-
vice. MetroVision wants to Ingrease the
monthly ratc to $9.95. The Installatlon
charge would remain the same.

The proposed rate Increase would
not affect residents who are subserib-
ing to three or mare pay services, such
as HBO, Cinemax or Showtime, Month-
ly rates and Instaliation charges for
Tiers Iand 11 would remain the same,

The cable flrm is also requesting an
Increase from $3.50 a month to $4.50
for each additional outlet (without re-
mote control).

The Southwestern Oakland Cable
Commisslon, which represents the cit-
les of Novi, Farmington and Farmlng-
ton Hills, recommended the rate hike
last Scptember after a lengthy public
hearing.

Under the original tri-city franchise

plastle parts for the automotive indus.

“We know we have a lot of hunger in
this arca. At Christmas time, you get &
lot of peaple thinking about the necdy
who maybe wouldn't be thinking about
them the rest of the year.”

Foreman Ivy Keeler, who dirccted
the first-ever food drive at Libraller,
added, “We fust wanted to help people
around here who necded help. We just
thought it'd be a good thing to do.”

The company’s glfta may have
seemed llke a ot, but the barrels and
boxes hardly covered the free-throw

of the annugl charities.

has been invol In 54

Schoal, sort of a marshalling yard for
this year's Goodfellows hau),

HUNDREDS OF companles and
thousands of individuals, perhaps
prodded by the spirit of the season, con-
tribute to the Goodfcliows, which Jong
ago acquired the motto *, . . no child
without a Christmas.”

Farmington's Goodfellowa program,
locally staffed, assists the needy in
Farmington and Farmington Hills,
Slmilar charitles exist {n many Detrolt-
area communltics, each serving its own

arca.
Goodlellows ralse money through

with MetroVislen, the cable
{lrm could not be allowed to ask for a
rate increase until 1986.

But as of last September, MetroVi-
slon had reported a $3.7 mlilion loss.
Fewer resldents have subscribed and
costs for the firm have been higher
than anticipated.

ONE OF the increased cxpenses
was due to the flrm having to add more
than 100 miles of cable to bulld the sys.
tem. Other costs stemmed from rate
Increases to MetroVision from many of
the cable services such as ESPN and C-

Span.

But MetroVision, like many of the
nation's cable firms, also promised
more than they could deliver. While
cable firms banked on sclling services
such as banking and security to sub-
scribers, much(of the necessary tech-
nology Ls atill unavailable, .

The reasons for the proj in-
crease and a host of complaints from
residents  wi documented at the
SWOCC public hearing in September,
For those reasons, the clty counclls felt

circle on the floor of the gy of
the losed Elementary

pany whicl
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inside

Bocause Chrisimas and Neow
Year's falt on Tuesday this year,
you'll find us at your homo on the
Saturday beforo each holiday (in-
stead of Monday). .

b

for y, D
22 and Saturday, Decembor 20
editions:

Crossword Puzle. . . . 5€ CLASSIFIED mgn_::"a:ow
MemoryLane. . . . ., 3A RETAIL  Thureday, December 20 and
Recreation News . . . . 2a Decomber 27 — 12 noon
Sports . . ....,.15C S o a2 ty. Dacamber 27 and
Suburban Life. .1-108 CULASSIFIED Monday, Decamber 24 and
Travel . . ... ... .18C Deceender 31 — 5 p.m.
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NEWSLINE . .. .477.5450 | | W0 Decombecd —dpen o
CLASSIFIEDS . . . 591-0900 Decomber 31 - 10 8.m.
HOME DELIVERY . 591-0500 Happy Holidays!

I

ol

SBaturday classified ads
deadline

§ p.m. Thur. Dec. 20
5 p.m. Thur, Dec. 27

Deg. 22
Dec. 20

day deadlines set

Thursday classified house ads
Dec, 27 4 p.m. Frl. Dec. 21
Jan. 3 4 p.m. Fri. Dec. 28
other Thursday classified ads
Dec. 27 noon Mon. Dec. 24
Jan. 3 noon Mon, Dec 31

Almost all news t dead.
loes for these tw:op"mw& will be
moved up 24 hours.

Have a happy bollday season.



