‘Road ends for triumphant trio

MY DeMATTIA was seated next
to Mercy coach Larry Baker
much of the flnal quarter,

Annette Ruggiero jolned

" her on the bench late in the game. She
, sat down, put a towel over head and

began to cry,
DeMattia looked at her but managed
to choke back the tears with a deter-

., mined blink of the eyes.

ry waki was the last of the

trio to leave the game, She, too, explod-
ed into tears upon reachlng the bench.

That was the last straw for DeMat-

" tin, She, at last, broke down and the

tears flooded her face,
Who among those assoctated with the

" Farmington Hills Mercy basketball

program didn't feel the hammer of
gricf for those three at that moment?

MERCY'S LOSS to Benton Harbor
Friday night in the state Class A seml-
{lnals marked the end of a very special
three years, not just for Mercy, but for
the sport of girls basketball as well,

Three years ago, Merey stunned the
girls basketba)l world — and at the
same time brought It Its first “big-
time” statewide exposure — by ratly-
Ing from a 19-point deflclt to defeat

--Flint Northern for the state champlon-

shlp,

Leading the charge for that Mercy
team was a trlo of sophomores, Amy
DeMattla, Mary Rosowskl and Annette

" Ruggiero,

The trlo never agaln reached the pln-
nacle of a state p, but it

Chrls
McCosky

brought Mercy every possible prize a
basketball team could get and provided
enough thrills and memories to last a
Ufetime.

“Those three have meant 50 much to
Mercy, this community and to the sport
of girls basketball,” Baker was saylng
Monday, “It's Just remarkable how
they have helped change girls basket-
ball. In terms of the publicity glrls bas-
ketball now recelves, in terms of the
slze of the crowds, it's Just been thrill-
Ing.”

Nelther Baker nor myself want to ig-
nore the efforts of two other senfors
who certalnly were sgnlficant contrib-
utors to Mercy's success. Bev White,
whose blond halr and attractive ap-
pearance scemed to contradict her ag-
gressive, physical style of play on the
court, and Sue Scott, whose jackrabbit
quickness provided many much needed
sparks to Marllns, both olfenslvely and
defensively.

BUT, IN future years when people
reminlsce about the Mercy teams of
old, the names Rugglero, DeMattia and

will be with the

miracle Marllns,

® Annette Ruggiero: The floor lead-
er, the general, Baker’s alter-ego on the
court. She was solid as a sophomore,
good as a junfor and outstanding as a
senlor, Who'll ever forget her heroles
throughout the 1984 state tournament?
Who'll forget that 17-footer to beat
Murray-Wright? Her free throws to
beat Salem?

Who'll forget, in 1983, how she
helped Mercy hand Flint Northweatern
lts only loss in two years by stealing an
inbounds pass and, in the same motion,
flipplng & pass behind her back to Terri
Ford for the tylng hoop?

Not me.

® Amy DeMattia, The workhorse.
The strong tnside player who dldn't get
the stats or the recognition of the other
two. But, DeMattla was spectal In ber
own way, She was the hero of the 1982
state champlonship game.

But, in the next couple years, she
watched as others, like Rosowskt and
Ford got all the acclalm. She pever
sulked, never complained.

DeMattla was a key player for Mer-
¢y, and decp down she knew It. Her

strength inslde took a huge load off Ro-
sowskl, Baker often hed DeMattla
guarding the opponents' best inside
player.

DeMATTIA'S role was not glamo-
Tous these last two years, but very vi-
tal. To me, Amy DeMattia not making
any of the Observerland All-Area
teams was a gross overaight on the
part of area coaches,

® Mary Rosowski. She began her ca-
reer as o talented, but somewhat timld
player. As a {| , 3he got nailed in
the face by Livonia Bentley center Lorj
Swanson. It was the last time Rosowskt
was ever timld. .

She worked to bulld up ber strength
and became, by the time she was a
saphomore, one of the premier big girls
in the atate,

Her senlor senson forced out Ro-
sowskl's true character. In a fall
fraught with personal tragedy — the
death of her brother — Rosowskl
played some of the best basketball of
her Ufe. She became the domlnant
Pplayer for Mercy, the one they went to
in the cruclal sltuations.

Can It really be that these three play-
ers have played their last game at Mer-

?

ey’

A 71-55 loss to Benton Harbor was
bardly the storybook endlng these three
expected after such a atorybook begin-
ning. In fact, it was rather cruel,

But, wipe away the tears you Mar-
lins. You are, and will always be,
champlons.

Bentley cagers’ rally clips Churchill

Livonia Bentley broke open a tle
game late In the fourth quarter Tues-
day to capture lts first basketball win
of the season, 50-44, over host Livonia

* Churehlit In Western Lakes league ac-

on,
Sal DeMillo's basket put the Bulldogs

. "up 46-44 with 3B seconds left and Bent-
-, ley staved off the Chargers in the wan-
: Ing seconds for the victory,

“We'll take what we can got,” Bent-
ley coach Tom Nicmi sald, “We worked
hard for what we got, and we beat
them on the boards. Our defense did it
for us.”

Because of Churchil's height advan-
tage, the Bulldogs relied on changing

defenses to keep the Chargers off
guard.

ard.

The Chargers trailed 26-20 at [nter-
missfon and tled the game 36-36 after
three quarters.

“We've got a little ways Lo go,”
Churchill coach Don Albertson said.
“We've been In all three ball games,
but we're having our problems.”

DeMilio led the winners (1-2 overal),
1-1 in league play) with 16 polnis,
Dennis Patchett and Pat Schoelder aid-
ed the wlnnlx&g tl:ausc with 10 and ¢
polnts, respectlvely.

For the Chargers (0-3, 0-1), it was
Mike Hermanson with 15 polnts and
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The Bulldogs outscored the Charges
16-4 from the free throw line.

WAYNE MEMORIAL 67, GARDEN
CITY 60: The Wayne Memorial Zebras
showed their true stripes Tuesday
when they outlasted host Garden Clty,
67-80.

Wayne (3-0) outscored Garden Clty
14-7 In the declslve third quarter. The
other three quarters were played to a
tle.

“It was a very well-played game,”
Cougar coach Bob Dropp sald, “It was
nip and tuck the whole way, but we

played well despite the loss.”

The Cougars (2-2) had the ball and
tralled by 3 with 31 seconds left but a
turnover led to a Zebra basket and the
result was academlc,

Steve Dunning and Steve Freler led

.the Cougars with 19 points apicce.
Howard Flowers paced Wayne with 17
points.

FORDSON 64, JOHN GLENN 58:
Dearborn Fordson rebounded from a 6-
polnt half-time deficlt Tuesday for a
come-from-behind win over host West-
land John Glenn, 84-58,
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SAVE BIG ON TOP

.PERFORMANCE
SKI - BINDING
COMBINATIONS

HEAD 280 SKIS .......1225.00
TYROLIA 130 BINDINGS.. 99.95
SCOTT POLES . .. 25.00

349.95

PACKAGE PRICE §

‘85 ROSSIGNOL E 450 , , $200.00
TYROLIA 290 DIAGONAL or

LOOK 89 RX BINDINGS .. 119.95
TOTAL 319.95

PACKAGE PRICE

233

ROSSIGNOL EQUIPE SL . 3280.00
LOOK 89 SENSOR
BINDINGS W/BRAKE ... 114.95

PACKAGE PRICE

you contribute $2,000 uvaorg
you'll bave nearty $245,0
$60.,000.

= .,

Now is the best time to
take out an IRA?

{Individual Retlremaont Account)

Anylime is a good timo but not the best timo. Tax deductions {(up 1o
$2,000 por wage earngr} aro not retraactive from yoar to year. If you da}n t
tako advantage of tax-deferring your contributlons lor this yaar, you've
lost the 1RA tax sheltar on that money forever, Also, further delays in get-
ting startod could causa you to lose signiticant compounding intorest.

Start now with a $2,000 contribution and add another $2,000 every year,
You'll bo surprised how quickly your IRA can mount up. For example, if
year fram ago 35 to 65, even at 8% intarest
In exchange for a total Investment of only

Our intarost rate for IRA fixed annuities is higher than ihls assumed
rate and guarantoed for a yoar. It's currantly:

11.75%*

Evon it Interost rates
changa, our curront rato
will sl be guarantoed
on accumulated valuos
for one full yoar from
date of change.

So, oven though
anylime is a good time
to cantribule 1o your
IRA, what bottar time
than right now. While
i's frogh on your mind.
Call today. We'lt show

“Koogh-H.A. 10

-Craig J. Snyder

General Agenl
(313)357-3550

State Mutual Life Assurance Company
26711 Northwastern Hwy., Suite 202
Southfield, Michigan 48034

SMA Life Assurance Company

= & wholly Ganed subsidrary of Hemsss ot oy
State Mutual of Ametica Pk
A0 LIncoin Streel. Worchester, Mass O1KD —

TOTALIVING FINANCIAL SEHVICES FOR LIFE/HEALTHANNUITIES

you how oasy it is fo
mako your raetiremont
yoars oasior.

OVER 33 YEARS TOTAL 394,95
LICENSED « INSURED » GUARANTEED ‘85 uvuns;snn legélémtl:x'zso.oo PACKAGE PRICE
$5.00 OFF ON CHIMNEY CLEANING WITH THIS AD TYROLIA 2 or $ 2 6 3
e e . ; . LOOK 89 RX BINDINGS .. 119.95
COUPON Explres Jan. 31, 1885 QUPON R OTAie05
*85.QLIN 730 SKIS ... .. $245.00 PACKAGE PRICE
TYROLIA 290 DIAGONAL o

100K 89 BINDINGS .... 119.95
TOTAL 384,85

3269

RECEIVE QUR*100 "LET'S GO SKIING",
BONUS, EREE WITR ALL ALPINE SKIS PURCHASED THIS WEEX
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

ROSSI BLUE EAGLE SKIS 290,00 -
100K 89 SERSOR
BINDINGS W/BRAKE ... 114.95
TOTAL404.85
"85 LANGE COMP.SLALOM'300.00
TYROLIA 280 DIAGONAL or
LOOK 89 RX BINDINGS . . 119.95
___ TOTALAi0.95

269

PACKAGE PRICE

PACKAGE PRICE

284

g ‘B50LIN770 KIS .....%265.00
TYROLIA 230 DJAGONAL or :
LOOK 89 BINDINGS . ... 119.95

. TOTAL 332.95

"85 LANGE SLS SKIS .., , $275.00
SALOMON $-747 or;

LOOK 99 H.P. BINDINGS 134.95

TOTAL 408.95

NEWK-2 715SL ... $295.00

TYROLIA 250 DIAGONAL or - -

100K 89 R BINDINGS. . .119.95
g —_TOTAL414.05

5297

PACKAGE-PRICE

289

PACKAGE PRICE

PACKAGE PRICE

'850LIN 830 SKIS . ....1290.00

TYROLIA 390 DIAGONAL or
SALOMON 747 BINDINGS 139.85

— TOTAL 428.85

349

PACKAGE PRICE cHOOSE FROM M

Choose from Miiganls §

‘LARGESTSKIWEA

SELECTION
at ALL PRICE LEVELS

Thursday, December 20, 1984 O&E

RANDY BORST/stall photogrophiec

Amy DeMattla, the hero of the 1982 state championship game,
almost became the forgotten Marlin this year. Her contributions,
though, were numercus,

21

RJ .

3 TOP BRAND .
) OOT VALUES

LANGE THERMOFITZ PRO . 5199
SALOMON SX-80 ........ %199
$235 HEIERLING CENTURY 3179
SALOMON SX-50 ........%$159
5180 NORDICA METEOR . . . $129
$145 NORDICA . ......... %109
$120 NORDICA ........... STO B
S1I00 ALPINA ...
MENS & LA

HEIERLING
CENTURY
REAR ENTRY

ICHIGAN'S LARGEST SKI

S
*BLOOMFIELD HILLS:2540 WOODWARD at SquareLakeRd 338-0803

SBIAMINGHAM: 101 TOWNSEND corner of Pierce .
16 S GRATIOT '-
*EAST DETROIT:22301 KELLY between 8'& 9 mi

*MT.CLEMEN:!
SLIVONIA/REDFORD: 14211 TEL,

*VISA *MASTER CARD *DINERS *sAMERICAN EXPRESS WELCOME

644-5950
463-3620
...778-7020
Fwy 534-8200

mie north of 16

EGRAPH atihe J

BOOT SELECTION AT ALL PRICE LEVELS

-BEGINNER SKI PACKAGE SET-

i

REG: 3076}

- SKIS BOOTS ' -
*POLES *BINDINGS *

<
*5X-7 SKIS *ALPINA BOOTS »LOOK 39 BINDINGS oXE m
*ANK ARBOR:3336 WASHTENAW westof U § 23 973-3340
SFLINY:4261 MILLER across trom Genesee Valley Mall . 313 732-5580
*SUGAR LOAF:SK1 AREA 18 miles north of Traverse City616 228-8700
SFARMINGTON HILLS:27847 ORCHARD LAKE at 12 M) ., .553-8585
PRICES GOOD THRU MONDAY DECEMBER 24, 1934 .
OPEN DAILY 10-9, SAT. 10-5:30, SUN. 12-5. DEC.24 8-4p.m,

] .
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