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Replacement soloist provides exciting moments

Ford Audittorfum was full almost to
capacity last Thursday, a rare occu-
rence in the regular subseription serics
of the Detrolt Symphony Orchestra.
Most things have a reason, however,
and this was no exception.

The selectlons on the program were
attractive, with a proven track record.
These conalsted of the Brahms Violin
Concerto, the Symphony No. 9 “New
World" by Dvorak with the Prelude to
the First Act of Lohengrin, by Wagner,
as an opening piece.

This was the second consecutlve pro-
gram under Music Director Gunther
Herbig. The guest sololst was violinist
Plerre Amoyal. This French violinlst
was substituted for Henryk Szeryng,

who had to cancel because of extreme
fatigue. The name of Szeryng, among
the world's most renowned violinlsts,
explains the large erowd.

WHILE Szeryng's cancellation was
most regrettable, Amoyal possesses o
conslderable talent. Hls name lsn't
nearly as well known, but this is likely
to change in the future, Amoyal
appeared with the Detrolt Symphony
Orchestra last season, performing the
Berg violin concerto. This time, he
proved that he can be most impressive
with a famlliar selection as well.

One of the major challenges in per-
forming a familiar work is belng vul-
nerable to comparlsons. Amoyal's per-

Big sound

Bandleader Tom Saunders and his group the Surf Side Six play
from 9 p.m, 1o 2 a.m. Tuesdays-Saturdays at the Dearborn Towne
House Motel. The group first played there 13 yoars ago. Since
then, the Surf Side Six has cut three albumas, played numerous
jazz concerts throughout the United States and appeared at other
clubs for extended stays. The band favors Dixieland music but
also plays big band sounds for listening and dancing.

How to submit stories, photos

News releases, photographs or other
information for the entertainment pag-
€s may be sent to Ethel Simmons, en-
tertainment editor, Observer & Eceen-
trle Newspapers, The mailing address
Is 1225 Bowers, P.0. Box 503, Birming-
ham 48012, or 36251 Schooleraft, Livo-
nia 48150.

The entertalnment pages Include
news, features and reviews on movles,
music (pop, rock, jazz, country), night-
life, restaurants, special attractlons,
theater, televislon and radlo,

The phone number of the Blrming-
ham office is 644-1100. The Livonia off-
lee pumber is 591-2300.

ATTENTION,
PUFFET BUFFS

NEW YEAR'S DAY
BRUNCH

Champagne Branch

A feast of fresh fruits and pastries,
carved toast beef and ham, omeletres
made to order, traditional breakfast
fate, Seafood Newburg, garden saluds,
lucious dessens, plus much more!

Served 102.m.10 3 pm.

'9.50 Adults
*8.50 Senior Citizens
*4.95 Children under 10
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Reservations Recommended
STV
LIVONIA WEST

6 Mile Road & 1-275 Pl 464-1 100

s pe S8
* Pelmo Rib of Be
* Filo1 Mign

. . Alidinnars include

(South of Seven Mite Rd.)
Northville 348-3480

Come Celebrate with us, in style!

Regular Dinner Hours 5-8 p.m.
wlth our Special New Year's Eve Entees

Private Party - Reservations only
8 p.m.-4a.m. $50 per person
Spoclal Manu includes cholca of:
f Bool * Cald Water Lobstor Tails
n . * Poached Satmor
* plaskan King Ceab Logs = Vaal Piccaita Marsalia
- vogetable, patato
dujour, hotbread & salad «
Open Bar - Entertainment & Dancing
Hol Mora d-couvra tablo with vagotablos,
choese & hot appetizors .
Broakfast Buffo al1 A.M. Included __ L1\
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formance wasn't one of the cleanest 1
have heard. Some passages, the Intro-
ductory run in the first movement, for
example, were lacking In preelsion.
Another flaw was In the second
movement, in which many passages
sounded too casual, failing to savor the
cxpressive quallty of the slow notes.

Other aspects of the work, however,
d for th

or these

The themes In the flrst movement
were presented with authority. The
main theme In the last movement com-
manded respect with its forceful thirds.
The DSO was also equal to the task un-
der Herbig. Most impressive was the

coda in the flnal movement, which was
one of the fastest verslons I have heard,
yet It radiated with brilliance, with
both soloist and orchestra exhlbiting
uncompromised preclsion,

THE “NEW WORLD" Symphony [s
one of those works that tend to be taken
for granted. This wasn't the case here,
‘There was nothing unorthodox about
this performance — no unusual tempo
or contrlved sound effcets, but there
was evidence of an awareness of the
most minute details. There was good
sound balance, with cvery orchestral
group occupylng a well-defined posi-
tion In the grand design.

In the final movement, for example,
the percussion and the brass were an
extenslon of the rest of the orchestra,
without any compromise In momen.
tum. There is a flne line between the
predictable and the shocking, Maestro
Herblg seems to know exactly where'
these boundares are.

The performance of the Prelude:
from Lohengrin was a manlfestation of
orchestral continulty, The natural de-
velopment of the theme and its expan-
slon from the violins to the rest of the
orchestra was done in a fashion that
left no doubt about the vast potentia) of
this orchestra under Its present music
director.

Chopin would have liked this one

By Avigdor Zaromp
apacial writer

tlons, exhibiting good tone quality and
h In Andi 3

Followlng a program by the South-
field Symphony Qrchestra a week car-
ller, 1 had the opportunity to listen ta
another prominent communlty orches-
tra — the Rochester Symphany Orches-
tra. Besldes the advantage of being
close to home, thls program had sever-
al other aspects to recommend it, even
for cars that have been acoustically
spoiled by the sound of the Detrolt
Symphony Orchestra,

Conductor James Hohmeyer has a
talent for combining the profound and
the popular into a meanlngful event.
The classical part conslsted of works
by Bach, Shostakovich and Chopin, with
popular Christmas tunes by Anderson

sprinkled in between,

TOWARD the cnd, the Good Times
Quartet, a barbershop-style group of
talented ladies was featured and the
audlence participated In enthustastic
singlng of Christmas carols.

1t was evident that the orchestra felt
more at ease with the popular selec-

Christmas Festival, the simplistic tune
of “Jingle Bells™ emerged with {mpres-
stve, almost symphonle slgnificance.

review

In the classical the musi-
clans had their share of difflcultles, to
be sure, but there was no lack of

g Bach’s Brand
burg Concerto No. 5 Is ane of the most
demanding pleces for the harpsichord,
featuring a long and brilliant cadenza
in fts flrst movement,

Harpslchordist David Butzu, a stu-
dent of Mischa Kottler, was eonvinclng
and Impresslve, The lightning fast runs
in the cadenza were well executed,
with the exceptlon of a couple of minor
snags. -

The other soloists, flutist Wendy Par-
dee, princlpal In her section, and con-
certmaster Alan Macnair, were equally
impressive,

THE ROLE of the string orchestra
was less than perfect, but acceptable.
While there were some problems In
teems of technique and intonation, styl-
Istically they were on the right track,

which Is more that one could say about
some more professlonal orchestras
performing baroque compositions.

The one truly regrettable fact was
that the second and third movements
were left cut, cven though they are con-
siderably shorter than the first, possi-
bly Bach's longest.

Following a good rendition of the
Festlve Overture by Shostakovich, the
high point In terms of performance
quallty was achleved with Chopln's Fi-
ano Concerto No. 2 in F Minor.

This applies only te the ptano part,
which in Chopin’s musle is most Im-
portant. The orchestral part, on the
other hand, was the only aspect of the
program that was truly terrible, and
(hat was one occasion In which one
could feel grateful for the fact that
Chopln gave the orchestra a very Umit-
ed role In his concertos, :

The true star of the evening was the

Polish-born planlst Leszek Bart.
kiewicz, who has been gainlng in prom-
inence here In the last couple of years.

His technique was most secure, with
the plano passages thunderlng with au-
thority in the outer movement and clie-
Iting an cxquisite, expressive touch fn
the middle movement. That was Cho-
pin with hls true, authentic sparkle.

Bartkiewlcz would have been a ered-
it to any major symphony orchestra
with thls performance. It s hoped that
some day he will achieve that opportu-
nlty — he truly deserves it.

This is not meant to downgrade the
value of the Rochester Symphony Or-
chestra, however. Glven the perspec-
tive, It is a flnc enthustastic community
orchestra. It has been serving the com-
munlty well for more than 20 years,
and it is hoped that it will continue to
do 50 for many years to come.

Attic Theatre, Detroit
Bir Theatre, Bir

Actors Alliance Theatre Company, Southfield

Cobo Theatre, Detroit
Detroit Institute of Arts, Detroit

Eagle Theatre, Pontiac
Fisher Theatre, Detroit

Detroit Repertory Theatre, Detrolt

Fourth Street Playhouse, Royal Oak
Henry Ford Museum Theatre, Dearborn

BOX OFFICE PHONE NUMBERS
PERFORMING ARTS

642-1326
963-7789
644-3533
§67-6000
832-2730
B68-1347
335-5470
872-1000
5433686
271-1620

Joe Louis Arena, Detrolt
Masonic Temple Theatre, Detroit

Meadow Brook Theatre, Avon Township

Michigan Theatre, Ann Arbor

Music Hall Center, Detroit

Orchestra Hall, Detroit

Premier Center, Sterllng Heights
Hotline

Stratford Festival (Ont.), Detroit office

University of Michigan

PTP Ticket Office, Ann Arbor

Wayne State University Theatre, Detroit
Will-0-Way Repertory Theatre, Bloomfield Townshi p

567-6000
832-2232
377-3300
668-8397
963-7680
833-3700

978-8700
962-1500
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NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY - |

MON. DEC. 318t (9 P.M.-4 A.M.)
*20/PERSON - INCLUDES

(FROM 9 P.M.-2 AM.)
CHAMPAGNE AT MIDNITE » HORS D'OEUVRES
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY “VIRTUE"
CARNATIONS FOR ALL LADIES
DANCING * PARTY FAVORS

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOow!

HOLIDAY FOOD SPECIALS

% LB, GROUND ROUND .., #1.50

477-0099

CanyOuts
23619 PARMINGTON R,
(Dowstows Furmizgion)

Plan the perfect
Holiday/Business Party

All-you-can eat pizza and salad for
groups of 15-100.

Up to 20% discount on party pack-
ages through the end of December,
In Buddy's Party room.

Where the pizza’s #1, there’s
friendly service and lots of fun.

Call for reservations today at one
of these locations.

Dates are being filled fast, so re-

serve nowl

OFF

ANY LARGE PIZZA
or Large Antipasto
Large Greek Salad wlhen you prasent this coupon

Coupon Explres Dec, 28,
__MUusTBE goi!ESENTED WHEN ORDERING

LIVOMIA 2813550
33005 Phymouth (W. of Farmingion)

FARMENGTON HILLS « 3554000
31848 Northwessem Hr. O, of Midiebelt)

Colsis FOOD & sPiRITS

8:00 santing Includas party tavors &
complimentary “{onst™ at micaighy.

Lorry Nozero & Friends

NOW PLAYING
LARRY NOZERO
& FRIENDS

{Batw
OURS: oni-Thurs. 1AL

Join us for New Year's Eve

Re:
MONDAY theu

Ni

Saveest aighity
Adinoers inclode
poteto of rice, folt & butter,

Two Dinner Seatings
5:00 & 9:00
Foaturing eight gourmet .
enireo salections
5:00 seating must , »
vacats by 8:30.
serve Now!

N THURBDAY
{GHTLY DINNER BPECIALS
pecialiien ary offered

salad and cholce of

R8I
and.

3595
Chofs cholce*3.50-4.95

HAPPY
Houm
4-7 P.M.
15800 Middlebelt » Livonia

een 5 & 6 Milp) » 522-5600
ML FiL 11 A1 AM: Sat SPAA1AR

Lunchoon Specials
3 Cholces Man.-Frl, l
Fish, Meat &

o

Buing YourTeunilly toTHoliclewy Yo
{or ChuistimaeDisuer.

Relax and enjoy our fabulous
Christmas Buffes, featuring:

* Roast Ham * Carved Steamship
Round of Beef » Cornish Hens
* Seafood Newburg ¢ Vegetables
* Salad Bar * Dessert Table
* Beverage Included

*10.95

HOURS: Served 10:00 a,m. - 5:00 p-m.
December 25, 1984

LIVONIA-WEST * 17123 Laurel Park Dr, N.

emonies.

'9.50 sr, citizens
¥5,50 age 12 and under

S

* 464-1300




