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Jean Puchowski, (front) a certifled addiction
counselor, together with Jim Kiag-Knorp, (lett)
also an addiction counselor and soclal work

By Joanne Maliszewskl
ataf writer

A famlly with an alcoholle member
uses 10 times more health its than
a family without a chronle drinker,

In 1980, $2.5 billion was spent nation-

abuse

Botsford unit treats all
types of chemical abuse

sald Dr, Morris Fineman of Botsford
General Hospital in Farmington Hilla.
Fineman iy the medical director and
one of the moving forces behind the al-
most three-month-old aleohol and drug-
care unit in Botsford,
Since "the openlog of Botsford's
h 1 d unit, about 200

ally in the and
of alcohollsm. The bill increased In
1983 to almost §15 bililon.

For every individual aleohelic, four
other people, elther family or friends,
are affected.

While the llst of facts and statistles
continue to grow, few physiclans in the
country have the training and knowl-
edge to dlagnose and treat aleohollsm,

people have gone through the three-to-
five-day program, said Dan Chambers,
site supervisor.

Unllke the stereotype of the down-
and-out alcoholic or the drug user,
most of the patients In Botsford's pro-
gram have been men and women be-
tween the ages of 25 and 40 who are
marrled and employed.

theraplst and clinical psychologist, heip patlents
through the new 3-5 day chemical abuse pro-
gram at Botstord Hospltal,

AANDY BORST/steff photographer

Because many hospltals in the coun-
try do not admit alcoholics, chronle
drinkers with, for example, recurring
stomach allments — the result of
héavy drinking — are diay and
treated for something other than. sl
cohollsm, So the patient’s alcohollam
continues o go untreated,

And he'll be back “almply becausc he
bas not been diagnosed as an alcohol-
Ie,” Fineman eald,

Unlike some hospltals which will not
admit aleohollca, and other agencles
which treat only alcoholics or only
other drug users, Botaford's care unit

Ploase turn to Page §

The hallways of Middiebett School, once populsted by chiict4,
soon wiil be tha home of ares senlor citizens

A

By Tom Baer
statf writer

A building once dedicated to children
someday will serve as a residence for
thelr elders.

At least that's the plan put forth by
developer J. Robert Glilette, who re-
cently purchased the former Middle-
belt Elementary School on Middlebelt
Road in Farmington Hills,

Glllette, who said he pald $580,000
for the brick structure, plans to spend
$2 million to renovate the building into
something he calls “congregate hous-
ing" for senlor cltizens.

Hia project involves turning Middle-

" belt into 61 apartments with central

dining and activity areas.

“The key here Is companlenship and
security for senlor cltlzens,” said Gil-
lette, president of American Home Re-
tirement Resldences. He has started
eight similar senor projects — includ-
log two In former achools — in the De-
trolt suburbs, B !

Glllette sald he bad filed a site plan
with Farmington Hills' P] De-

ent. City officials sald they see

. partm
1o problems with the proj

posal,
“I don't think he (Glilette) bas any
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road fix-up strategy

By Josnne Mallszewsk|
staft writer

The Oakland County Road Commis-
sfon has resurrected a tri-party finan-
clal program that will help Farmington
and Farmington Hills Improve county
roads within thelr boundaries,

“There Is a cryiog need throughout
Michigan for maintenance and safety
programs on the roads,” sald Farming-
ton City Manager Robert Deadman.

‘The tri-party road program allows
safety improvements to be made on
county roads with project costs ahared
between city, county and county road

mumlsslon,

o N

AREA PROJECTS awaiting county
approval under the tri-party program
are:

® Replaclng the intersection of
Leelane and Orchard Lake Road in
Farmington at a preliminary cost of
312472,

® Installation of an additional lane
on the west side of Lak
from 11 Mile to Oakland Community
College to provide for left turns, The
prelimlnary cost of this project i3 esti-
mated at $130,000.

County officlals must approve each
of the projects before cost

ington Hills will have approximately
$89,000 for the Orchard Lake Road
p"l,!f:g-m th posed jects in
@ proj T,
both citles would cost mt?re than Is
avallable through the tri-party pro.
gram, Farmington and Farmington
Hills would have to make up the differ-
ence with additional local funds,

But the declalon of the Farmington
Hills councll to target Orchard Lake
Road for repairs Is contingent on the
comnty road commission resurfacing
the road from 11 Mile to OCC.

FARMINGTON HILLS  officials
asked the road commission to resur-
face both Farmington and Orchard
Lake, sald Tom Blasell, director of
public services.

But when county offlcialy conducted
a countywide m}!yﬂa of nce;;t:ldlm-
provements, only Farmington re.
malned on the 1984 priority list, he
sald, It was anticipated the resurfacing
of Orchard Lake would be on the coun-'
£y's 1985 priority list, Blasell added. -

If the county road commisalon does

expected to
an alternate project to the
county, Biasell sald.

This is the flrat time in several years
that money will be distributed county-
wide under the tri-party program. in
recent years, the money that would
have been allocated to local jurisdici-
tions was diverted for improvements
nea;r the Sliverdome in Pontiac, Blasell
sald.

Assistant named
by Hills manager

and {lnally construction beglns.

In this resurrected flrsi-year of the
program, the county board of commis-
sloners and road commixsion will each
provide $500,000 for countywide road

imlar match from elle
a ¢l match from cities, es
and townahj villag

The distribution of money to the lo-
cal jurisdictions is based on the number
of miles of county roads within each
Jurisdietion.

Becauss Farmington has only por-
tlons of Orchard Lako and 10 Mile —
county road — within Its boundaries,
the money available for its project to-
tals about $10,000, including the city's
share,

With a greater oumber of miles of
county roads running through it, Farm-

(problems),” sald Zonlog Supervisor
Hal Rowe, who added that no re-zoning
would be necessary if the project were
called a convalescent home.,

Convalescent homes are allowed un-
der office zohing regulations, and the
pn:’perty s zoned for offices, Rowe
sald.

Added Glllette, “I would say that it'll
be some time around the first of May
before we get our plau approved.”

GILLETTE PAINTED & rosy picture
of hls project, which would include
rooms, cach with a private bath, three
meals a day and bousekeeping and
transportation services,

classroom we'll cut In half,”
she sald. “We make two a ents
out of each cla.uroon} for Ag &ucuul
purposes, People can leave apart.
ments, walk down the to the Ul
braries and lounges, coffee and activity

rooms,

“What we do 1y leave the shell of the
bullding, put on a new roof, put in a
whole new heating system and plumb-
ing. We'll start with a brand new build-
Ing when we're done.

Property donation
accepted by Hills

By Joanne Mallszewski
statf writer

Approximately six acres of property
a]onl;pl-‘reedom Road has been donated

to Farmington

In a ¢-1 vote last Monday, the Farm-
Ington Hills council accepted the dona-
tlon from John and Ronald Hanaway.
The longtime residents are owners of
three local firms, includlng General

C:%m Joan Dudley voted

Council
agalnst accepting the donation because -

By Joanne
staff writer

Huntington Woods' 27-year-old as-
sistant city maoager Is the new assist.
ant to Farmington Hlils City Manager
Willlam Costlck. :

Karen Birkholy, a five-year veteran
of city in

Costick bas since realigned the as-
sistant clty mazager’s positlon,

ansforming it into an assistant to the
ity manager, ho sald,

“I've evaluated where we should put
our resources,” Costick sald,

Birkholz will carry the same power
any other t

Woods, will assume her new duties in
Farmington Hills on Jan. 14,

“I'm really excited,” sald Blrkholz, a
Unlon Lake resldent. “The opportunity
in a larger community will be a chal.
lenge. I can’t wait,”

The position Birkholx will flll has
been vacant since July when then-as-
sistant manager Costick was appolnted
as clty manager, He filled former City

ger Lawrence Savage's post when
he retired,

Old choq}l will be outfitted for senior housing

be a frout porch, Resldents can come
out and ait and enjoy a cup of coffee
after dinner. Thelr dining room will be
where the gymnasium is now.”

‘The interior “will all be done In colo-
nlal with reds, whites and blues,” Gil-
lette said. “It'l] be Like golng back to
the 17008,

Rents, Gillette sald, will range from

iy
bead in the city has. But ahe will not
have supervisory authority over the de-

partment heads.

“The asslstant city manager, gs I
was, whether Larry (Savage) was here
or not, was second in command, Bir-
kholz will be on an equal footing with
other department heads,” he said.

“I'm very enthused about her coming
(to Farmington Hilla)”" Costick sald, .
adding he chose her out of about 18 In-
quirdes for the unadvertised job.

students and 22 teachers in 1969 to.220
students and eight teachers when it
was closed.

~The bullding, which Includes 18
rooms and 39,000 square feet, lan-
guished on the market, A plan to turn it
into & Farmington Hills police station
w{ulsgv;:ted down by city councll in June
o .
mme It was purchased the follow-

$950 to $1,100 a month.

Using a "p p” agr
American Homes operates retirement
centers In Royal Oazk, Livonla, West-
land, Lincoln Park and Rochester Hills,
The two Rochester Hills locations are
former elementary schools,

“We plan to do two projects a year
and schools make excellent sites,” Gil-
lette sald.

Gillette called Middlebelt's renova-
tion "a plece of cake compared with
what we've been through In other

places. It's well lald out . . . it presents.
1o problems at all."” .
BUILT IN 1949, the school was the

oldest {n the Farmington District when
it was closed because of d en
rollment at the conclusion of the 1982-

g from the district by An-
thony Gallina, who sald at the time he
intended to renovate the inside “for
general office use.”

Galling, who sald he pald $410,000
for the property, sold out to Gillette
and American Home for the $580,000
igure,

“That includes all of his (Gallina's)
expenses and Interest 5o that the school
dlstrict gets its money and ke lives up
to his obligations,” Gillette sald.

- Added Willlim Prisk, assistant su-
perintendent for finances and secvices
for the Farmington District, “Our deal
is with Tony Gallina, and he's paying us
off completely, He's up to date on his
contract with va.”

“For example, on the front of the 83 school year, A similar senlor-citizen residence is
#chool facing Middlebelt Road, therell Population had declined from 700 located directly behind Middlebelt,
— R— R ———
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