By Kathy Parrish
statf writer

1t 1coked a littte like a prize fight.

But dukeing it out in Oakland County
Clreuit Court were the local prosecutor
and the state attorney general, with a
Judge refereelng.

The stakes? A chance (o represent
the people of Michigan in a utillty
fraud case. The case became an [ssue
In the 1982 electlon when his opponent
alteged Prosecutor L. Brooks Pattarson
backed off the case because of cam-
palgn contributlons by auto dealers
whose meters were altered.

The prosecutor conslders the case
closed. l! the judge grants a motion
leading to a state role, his declsion
could lead to prosecution of business
owners whose meters were altered to
cut utillty costs,

“WE CAN'T HAVE (wo attorneys
speaking for one ellent — the people of

Michigan,” insisted. Robert Inoni, head
of the attorney general's criminal di¢l-

“The attorney general is the exclu-
sive representative of the people,” he
sald, “This Is the attorney general
speaking on behzll of the people of this
state, your bonor."

Dlsa Ing strongly was Oakland
County chlef assistant prosecutor Rlch.
ard Thompson. He argued againat the
state intervening In 1%-year-old case
of People of uxe State of Michlgan vs.
Willlam Harold Jones.

“As far as I'm d, the only

of Taylor, the new motion asks Oakland
County Circuit Judge George LaPlata
:4; Baamcnd the plea Jones mado May 12,

The Taylor man, who admittedly al-
tered meters to cut utility costs, origi-
nally pleaded guilty to obtalning more
than 3100 under false preteases. Now
on probation, Jones wants to chacge his
plea to conspiracy to defraud. hPlAh
13 expected to rule next week.

Jones sald he agreed to the false pre-
tenses charge out ol fear of further
prosecution by the Oakland County

proper attorney the peo-
ple of the state of Mlchlgan is the Oak-
land County Prosecutor’s Offlce,”
Thompson sald.

“We may as well have someone from
Mars here. They (the state attormey
general's offlce) are not properly in
this case.”

JOINTLY by the attorney
general's office and Willlam H. Jones

F 's Olfice, with which he was

Named in the motion to amend the
plea is Willam Cook, who owns Bitl
Cook Bulck Inc. in Farmington Hllls.
During the hearing, Jones said be cut
Cook's dealershlp electric bill to $8.50
a month,

JONES SAID he also slowed the
electrie meter at Bob Saks Olds, Farm-

ington Hills. Owner Robert (Saks)
Mechigian i3 belng prosecuted in
Wayne County In another utllity fraud
case,

The prosecutor’s office contends
Jones Is an unreliable witness and they
©an not base cases agalnst others on his
testimony. In last -ee.h'l proceedings,
Jenes zdmiticd thal be lied under cath
during hia plea hearing,

Michigan State Pollce asked the
state attorney general to look into the
case further. Two car dealers are being
chnrged by the Wayne County Prosecu-
tor's Office.

Thnmpaon sald the almmey gener-

al's office wants to “clean up” Jones
for its own purposes, “There is no mls-
carriage of Justice, This is a sham to
make thelr witness more credible.”

The attorney general's office sald it
wants {o see Jones get the proper sen-
tence, When questioned by LaPlata
about Its unusual position, Tannl sald,
“We are confessing error. We agree
wlth him (Jones) a mistake was made.”

GE expands robotics center

General Electrie Corp. Ly expanding
the scope in its Robatics and Viston Ap-
plication Center in Troy. GE will make
It the focal polnt for a wide variety of
Industrial automation products and
services for the automotive industry.

The center will be renamed the Gen-
eral Electric Automation Center to re-
flect Its expanded role.

“Thls action Is being taken In re-
sponse to the automotive industry's in-
creaalng demand for the integration of
automatlon products,” sald M.S. Rich-
ardson, vice president and general
manager of GE's Factory Automatlon
Products Division, which Is headquar-
tered in Charlouuvil!e. Va.

SOME 30 GE manulac!urlng auto-
mation salu and application profes

slenals wlil move from thelr Southfield
location to the GE Automatlon Center
in Januatry, The Troy facility already
has a staff of about 25.

Movre application englneering spe-
clalists wlll be added as GE steps up lis
effort to capture a larger share of the
automation market in the Mldwest, a
company spokesman satd.

“As we win a larger share of the
market, we wlll add engineering spe-
ciallsts, But I don't know those aum-
bers right now,” sald Dan Hrisak of
GE's news offlce.

GE's Automatlon Center wlll include
products and services from the follow-
ing components: General Purpose Con-
trol Department, m,; Au-

lottesvllle, Va.; Speed Variator Prod-
ucts Operation, Erle, Pa.; Robotics &
Vislon Systems Dcpartment, Orlando,
Fia.; Calma Milpltas, Calll; Coherent
Genera), Palo Alto, Calll; and Industri-
al Automation Systems Department,
Charlottesville, Va.

Hrisak said the Troy facility would
be something of a showplace for cus-
tomers as lasers and exotlc products
are moved in.

"General Electric Is dedicated to
being a leader in automatlon, both as a
suppller and as a user," sald Rlcbard-
500, “Coupled with the GE Plastics Ap-
plication Development Center in South-
field, Gcnernl Elnclrlc has clearly

tomatlon Control Department, Char-

Chrysler aids African fund

Chrysler Corp. donated $25,000 for
rellef aid to famine victlms in Africa.

“We are shocked and alarmed by the
human suffering in Ethlopia and some
other African countries,” sald Michael
M. Glusac, Chrysler director of govern-
ment affairs., Glusac presented the
$26,000 check to Anthony J. Vinc),

of the

amount recelved to date by the
Southeastern Michigan Chapter to
$113,500.

Other organizations interested in
belping in the African rellef campalgn
should make checks payable to the
American Red Cross, “African Relief,”
and mailed to the Executive Offlce,
Michigan Chapter, Amer-

Chapur of the American Red Cross,
The Chrysler contribution brinp the

ican Red Cross, P.O. Box 351, Detrolt
48232,

8-t commit-

ment to helplng the automotlve tndus-
modernize."

THE FACILITY, at 550 Ollver, was
opened in November 1982, Until now It
has provided applications engineering
and training primarily to customers of
GE robatles and intelilgent vision sys-

’l’he center has robots for weldlng,
spraying, and material handling appll-
cations which can be demonstrated ina
working environment, as well as facto-
Ty vislon systems which can gulde a ro-
bot arm or be used for stand-alone test
and Inapection.

Other automation products Include
GE programmable controllers, and
Calma computer-nided design aystems.
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Patterson, state battle for utility case control

|

“Wllliam Cook was a willing accom-
plice, o it waa conspiracy.”

JONES' ATTORNEY expressed con-
cern over who would Iundle thecase —
the -attorney general or prosecutor.
Taylor lawyer Wally Wintera sald be
would appes] the case if it is not run by
state lawyers.

‘“Who is golnz to call the shots — the

(F-ABYOI5A

filed against him — without the protey
tlon ol the “po jall” agreement ke hq
made with the prosecutor.

“ARE YOU willing to let us pms{
cute you on the original charg 6?2
Thompaon asked. After Jones lai
“Sure,” the chlef assistant prosecutg
added “I think you should be aware |
we take away u:e agreement, there |

attorney general or 's office?’
he asked LaPlata. “At this time, we do
not want to expose this particular de-
fendent to the Oazkland County Pro-
secutor's office.”

White examining Jones, Thompson
sald amending the plea would leave the
defendant without a sentence. He sug-
gested It also could mean more charges

GREENSTONE'S ——
Creators of fine jewelry for over 55.years [_‘

'ﬂxu 18 exactly what I was trying £
avold," objected Winters on bt:gnllg q
Jones.

The court could just set aside lh
plea, LaPlata sald. *Nothing has ba, p
pened to him (Jones), It he faced th
original charge, I'm ju:l granting hm
the relief he asked for.”

Holiday Gold Bugs!

Choose from our extensive selection in gold
and bejeweled styles. Prices begin at $220,

528 N. Woodward Ave. * Birmingham
4 Blocks N. of Maple » -12-2650
Monday thiu Saturday 9:30-5:30 « Major Credit Cards Welcome

p
Mir's List Price
19.99 35 C

Stately Denmark Candlesticks

Classlc design, 24% lead crystal. For holl-

day table settings.

Mir.'s List Price
$26 3350 Each
Elegant Waterford Crystal

Lismore goblet or clotet - alovely holiday

tradition,
28.00, while 300 last.

7:97 reg. 647
Qourmet Coffes For Gitting
favorife cotfee

Set of 4 gourmet coﬂee ﬂavou for your,

§ ox. tumblers in Liamore, also avallable at

200/0 OF F Mir.'s List Prices

Lovely Porcelal

Dolls For Children Or Coll

Save 20%

... .
o 3 & % OFF Mlr.'s List Piices
“#ce Buckets For Entertalning
~Unique selection of ice buckets in
modern or leather-look styles.

Reminlsce about an ofd fashloned Chilstmas wilh deli-
cale porcelain dolls, dressed up In thelr best finery.
With painted faces, porcelain heads and hands,

oo/o OFF 'Mlq. Sugp. '
importe:d German Beer s'elm
For drinking besr or displaying. In old-
world or modern styles.

ACCEMTS bort Qoo s

223 W. Maple, Downtown Birmingham
©Opon 10-8:30 Mon., Tuos., Woct., 5011 10-9 Thurs., Fd; Closed Sunday. *042-0885

On Porcelain Dolls, ice Buckets
And Imported Beer Steins

ON SALE DEC. 22 THRU DEC. 24




