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Small forwards
play big at EMU

By Marty Budner
statf writer

Jim Boyce is tyring to turn Eastern
Michigan Unlversity’s basketball pro-
gram into a consistent Mid-American
Conference contender,

What players appear to be smack in
the midst of Boyce's long-range plans?
A pair of 6-foot-4 soptiomore forwards
named Mike McCaskill and Lewls

Scott.

McCaskill, a Southfleld-High School
graduate, and Scott, a Redford Blshop
Borgess grad, are proving Boyce's re-
crulting efforts weren't wasted. The
young roommates are starting to make
a name for themselves around Ypsitan-

.

McCaskill and Scott have atarted all
seven of the Hurons' games this season.
Boyce bas been more than satisfied
with thelr progress.

“We have a lot of confidence in them.
1thlnk they can be two premier players
In this conference,” said Boyce, start-
Ing hls sixth season at Eastern.

“They both work very hard on de-
fense and that's all we waat them to do
right now. I think they can be very
good defensive players,” he sald, “Mike
just has to be more aggreslve out
there.” .

McCaskill and Scott, book ends un-
derncath the board to EMU's star sen-
lor center Vince Glles, were in town
last week playing a non-league tilt
against the University of Detroit at
Caliban Hall,

THE MORE experienced Titans won
85-80, but it wasn's casy. Eastern,
which has lost all three of Its road
games, stayed wlithin striking distance
throughout the game. U-D slmply wore

the Hurons down In the {lnal minutes.
McCaskill and Scott showed both
their potential and Inexperience in that
ame.

Known a3 “Springs” while playing at
Southfleld because of his tremendous
leaping abllity, McCaskill played one of
his best halves ever against the Titans,
He scored 12 points and pulled down 10
rebounds, well above his season aver-
age of 8.8 points and 5.2 rebounds.

MeCaskill, who logged more mlnutes
than any other freshman last year,
scared all of his polats in the second
balf, He played decent defense on U-D's
talented forward Greg Wendt despite
giving up some two inches in height
and played a steady game around the
boards.

He realizes his role In Boyce's plans.

“I know I'm there to rebound and do
the garbage work around the boards,
I'm not there to score, We have other
guys who can do (hat,” sald McCasklll,
named EMU's most improved player
last year.

“It's a blg adjustment, not only from
high school to college, but just playlog
more this year. I've got to get a feeling
{or getting more minutes, I am learn-
ing more about the game,

“I know I have to Improve on my
shooting and dribbling. That comes
with time,” he said, *The more I play
the more I'll get used to it. College is a
lot faster, tougher and there's more
pressure, It's a big adjustment but I
can handle it.”

SCOTT PLAYED 37 minutes
{McCaskill had 29) agalnst the Titans
and had his second-best offenslve total
of the season with 10 polnts (be bad 12
earller thls year agalast Cleveland
State). He made 3 of 7 shots from the

{ield and 4 of § frec throws.

Scott, 170 pounds, also had two as-
slsts and played down the stretch when
the game was still in doubt. He is shoot-
ing at a 68 percent clip for the season,
while averaglng 8.7 polnts and 4.2 re-
bounds,

“It hurts to lose, but we've got a good
team and we're guttlng it together,”
sald Scott, who averaged 21 points and
13 rebounds as a senlor at Borgess.

nhe!o'by.lEnKV ZOLYNSKY
Lewls Scoft {above), ex of Bishop Borgess, and Mike McCaskill
{na$ pictured), ex of Southficld, have made their marks at Eastern
Michigan.

Like McCaskill, Scott i3 19 years old
and enjoying life on and off the court at
Eastern.

“We've known each other since 10th
grade and we're tight,” sald McCaskill,

“We knew our role as freshmen and
we're working hard to stay in the lne
up as sophomores,” sald Scott.

Boyce simply Is hoplog their rapld
Improvement contlnues.

North cagers survive GC

Free throws were the dlfference
Thursday nlght at North Farmington.

Garden City hit 13 of 14 in the
fourth quarter to spark a comeback
that tled the score at 41-all and
{forced overtime.

But it was North converting 7 foul
shots in 2 overtimes that clinched a
54-52 Ralder win.

Paul Wabrman, who flnished with
10 points, canned 2 free throwa with
30 seconds remaining lo the final
overtime to put North abead by 4, 53-
49. But Garden City still fought back,
getting a basket from Dave Weyzyn
and a free throw from Kevin Sheri-
dan, to cut the margin to 2.

Buddy Pape followed by alnking 1
of 2 foul shots for the Raiders. Gar-
den Clty then got off a final shot, but
Steve Dunning's short jumper
bounced out at the burzer.

It was a welcome win for North,
evening Jts Northwest Suburban
League (NSL) record at 1-1, same as
Garden Clty's.

"We've had a few Injuries,” sald
Ralder coach Tom Negoshlan. Point
guard Rick Pennala returned to the
lineup after missing a game and @
halt, and forward Rick Anderson was
close to 100 percent after suffering a
sprained big toe and a black eys.

“Pennala gave us a great Lit"
Nezoahlnn added.

b Chwalik led North with 17

polnu with Anderson tossing In 16.

Anderson led the Raider rebounders

. with 13, with Chwalik nabbing 8.
Dunain

g topped Qarden City with
19 polnts. Steve Freler bagged 15,
Norih s 3-2 overall; Garden City Is

23,

SALEM 45, BELLEVILLE 40:
LeSean Haygood converted a $-polnt
play and Mike White and Paul Ma.
kara each connected on a palr of
clutch free throws to insure Plymouth
%em.‘ victory Thursday at Belle

e,
The Rocks (2.2 overall) were in
control all the way and led by 10 ur-
ly Ino the fourth quarier, but Bell:
villo, behind pnlnt guard Chris Gml-
ham’s 7 polots, climbed back to with-
.8 basket (41-39) with'less than two
minutes left.

White's and Makara’s free throws
iced the win for Salem.
*We were Iett.lu good scoring op-

" Pope (white jarsey) and Garden City's Kuln Sheri-
'u‘:r:' ::“?:‘ w. loou(blll in North's double OT win Thursday.

" sald Salem coach
Bob Brvd.le. “We just couldn't get
them to fall.*

Haygood was high scorer for the

Rocks with 10 points, Erle Sovine and
Mike Hale contributed 8 each,

JOHN GLENN 85, FRANKLIN 60:
Westland John Glens fired In 53 sco-
ond-balf points to bury visitlng Livo-
nla Franklln Thursday.

It was a 1-point ballgame (32-31) at
the half, but the Rockets (3-2 overall,
2-0 in the NSL) started hitting after
the Intermission. They outpolnted
Fraoklin 20-17 in the third peri
with Phil Koeller scoring 8, and 1442
In the fourth,

Four Glenn playeu reached double

figures In scoring: Mike Baydarian
(17), Koeller (u). Scou Winfrey (13)
and Dave Jensen (12},

Jeff McCann ced Franklin (0-2 In
the NSL) with 19 pointa. Chris Parenti
and Bob Solnikowski each netted 13.

FARMINGTON 49, NORTHVILLE
44: Farmington couldn’t buy a basket
in the fourth quarter, but fortunately
Bruce Kratt was sharp from the free
throw line,

Kratt sank 4 straight foul shots In
the flnal ‘period to help the visiting
Falcons stave off Northville Thurs-
day. Farmington had just one basket
in the quarter, but hit & of 9 from the
line to hold on.

‘The Falcons, $-1 overall and 2-0 In
the Western Lakes Activities Associa.
tion ), led by 3 at the half (15-
16) before blowlnx It open with a 22-
15 scoring surge in the third quarter.

Kratt poured I 10 points In tha rnlly

Kratt finished with 18 polnts. Bill
Robinson contributed 9" while Kyle
Mutz came off the bench to grab 12
rebounds.

BENTLEY 52, DEARBORN 50:
Livonia Bentley s(alled away the fl-
nal 1:44 of the game, and Pat Schneld-
er made the movo work by slnking a
layup at the burzer to even the Bull-
dogs record at 3-2,

Schnelder ended with 10 polnts. Sal
DeMillo paced Bentley with 18 points
and 13 rebounds. Dennls Patchett also
scored 10 poln

47

OSBORN CHURCHILL,
;;ﬂalsll over, We 're looking forward

‘That's how Livoala Churchiil coach
Don berhonmmmodnpmmm‘l

start. The Chargers remained

wlmmrmwm

Scott Hille and Mike Hermansoa

ch scored 14 polnts for Churchill

Osborn (4-1) was paced by Scott Ball

{14), Horatic Willlams (11) and Ken
Doaatdson {10),

After Duke exile,
Wendt finds home

By C.J. Risak
statf wrlter

First, understand that Greg Wendt
was not 100 percent when he took the
mﬂ:l Wednesday against Eastern

cl

Th: starting Unlversity of Detrolt
forward sprained his ankle agalnst Illi-
nols State Dec, 15, and that bhothered

him.
“I wasn't able to move well enough
to set up my jump shot,” he sald after

the game,

“A lot of players wouldn't have
played with -that Injury,” sald hls
‘coach, Don Slcke.

Don't be misled: These aren't meant
as excuses, Wendt not coly played, he
turned In 33 minutes of hard work in
the Titans' 85-80 victory, their fourth in
seven games.

AND DON'T think the Injury HmRed
his contributions, either, Wendt scored
16 points on 6-of-11 shootlng from the
floor and 4-0f-4 free throws, and grab-

6 rebounds,

“He's a gamer,” sald Sicko of the
Redford Catholic Central d and
Livonia native. “He loves to practice
.and can't walt for games.

“And be overcomes adversity.”

He's had his share, Wendt, a junlor

accepted a to
Duke Univeraity uter a standout prep
carcer at CC. His freshman seasor,
while not spectacular, was solid enou;h
to indleate a bright future.
it future never blossomed at

Duke. It never had a chance. Wendt's

playing time diminished his sophomore

QGreg Wmdl. Catholic Central
grad, scored 16 points against

u.

year as coach Mike Krryzewski opted
l.ophy hll pmmhlnx {reshmen.

So Wendt (ranaferved (o (D, NCAA
bylaws dlchled that hesit out a yur, l
span Wendt called “one of the most dif.
ficult things I ever did'" That loﬂ:ed
exile from the game made him mere
determined than ever to succeed.

AND SUCCEED he has — cn-
larly. Wendt came out of high achool
with & reputation as a shooter,- but
that's no longer true. He has developed
all phases of his game to the extent
that Sleko uses him on the inside and
outside, and even bandling the ball.

“He and Kelth (Gray, the Titans’
leas scorer) are the best all-around
players on the team,” sald Sicko.
“(Greg) handles the ball for us, he can -
shoot the jumper and he posts up well.
It's a tribute to his versatility.”

Despite the layoff, Wendt hasn't lost
& step. Indeed, he may have gx!nedune.
He's U D's second- -leading scorer wi
15.2 points per game and be's the lop
rebounder with & 7.7 average,

el dlog prowess may be both
his most surprising and most welcome
contribution.

“I thought he would be a good re-
bounder,” Sicko sald of the 8-foot-&
Wendt, “‘buL 00, I didn't think he'd be

our leader.

" WENDT ENEW where the Titans
needed help. “As o team, we didn't re-
bound that well last year,” he sald,

“Coach (Sicko) brought that to our at-
mumﬂemdhmvumtum

"l \hlnk !‘m hlz And enough to
go inside and mix It up. It's a cbals
lenge.”

The Titans did outrebound Eastern
— by a 37-38 margin. They also outahot
the Hurons, hitting 33 of 67 shots (492
percent) to 30 of 64 (.469).

Wendt hit all 3 of his first-half shots,
includlng @ slam-dunk, and 8 of his first
8. His ankle may have limited his abill-
ty to unleash his long range jumper,
but he adjusted, scoring on drives and
short, instde shots.

Still, Wendi’s always been able to
score, and he echoed former Titan and
current Piston John Loog's belief that
“shooters never forget how to shoot.

“You can always practice your
shooting by yourself,” sald Wendt,
which be did a lot of last season. “But
yon can't practice defense.”

THAT'S COMING, as are all phases
of Wendt's game, as he gets back into
collegiate competition.

‘It's getting better every game,” he
sald, “I just go out and play as hard as [
can. So far, I've fit In real well with the
team,

“T've got to work on my movement
wi%mt the ball, though."

team, too, Is making pi
_ Wendt monm “We proved i wnigm.

back, with Fred
{leld) hltdng .u those jumpers, md we
kept our poise.”

That's a lesson learned through expe-
rience, not coaching, Wendt has npal
ence, and that, comblned with his all-
around court ability, makes him a valu-
able asset for the Titans,

North tankers show
Falcons no mercy

‘The North Farmington swim team
will never win the Florence Nightin-
gale Award ~— 1f there ever was such a

thing.
'm Raiders played hott w a flu-rid-
en F showed Do

my l.heFaleom 11785,

But, as Ralider coach Pat Duthle
said, the Falcons may bave been under
manned, but they weren't short on val-

or.

"We dido't exactly blow them out,”
he aaid, "There were a lot of close rac-
2. We mmlmmleuvlnm
close ones

Hodeltymod-ty

Fadh,lbuhﬂdmmmmt.
flyer, 't swum his special

g

bat be keeps racking up the firsts. He
won both the 200-yard freestyle
(1:50.02) and the 100 backstroke (58.72).

the 200 Individual mediey in 2:05.61,
Just off the Raider record.

Mike Buatt! won both the 50
(23.30) and tha 100 fres (51.14).
firsts were
-mmd by Craig Arnold in d.lvl.u
{176.23), Scott Siinson in the 500 free
(s~ls.u) and Chrls Helnteman In the
100 hreaststroke (1:09.63).




