Richard Gere [s jazxman Dixle Dwyar and Diane I.a‘ne s

Vera Cicero, a would-be nightclub owner, In *The Cot.
ton Club.”

the movies

<+ Dan
~ ' . Greenberg

Director Coppola
doesn’t do better
with ‘Cotton Club’

“You can't argue with success,” or so the conventional wisdom
runs. Francls Forv Coppola directed the very successful *Godfa-
ther” flimsa, ergo, he must be a great director,

Quite frankly, Coppola is vastly overrated as a fllm directar.
*“The Godfather” was an OK gangster epic. “Apocalypse Now" was
the dumbest war movle ever.

For all its advance hype, legal problems, big budget and cast of
thousands, “The Cotton Club* does nothing to revise my estimate
of Coppola. .

The (lim [s eatertaining and has some nice moments but, on the
whole, the $4.50-a-ticket moviegoers deserve something more for
thelr money from these multi-million dollar expendltures.

THE COTTON CLUB was, {rom 1923 to 1936, a famous
nightclub up in Harlem where high-toned white folks went to be
entertalned by the great or soon-to-be great black entertalners of
the era. It was Prohlbition and no one much minded that the Cot-
ton Club was operated by bootleggers. It made sense, Since you
had to dea! with bootleggers to get-booze, you might as well drink
1t in thelr club.

Woven throughout this fabric are the atorles of the bootleggers
and entertainers, some real-life and some fictional, who worked in
and around the Cotton Club. Some of the fictlonal characters close-
Iy resemble historical figures and some historical figures are shab-
by aa portrayed.

So, there you have “The Colton Club,” a musical gangster mavie
i or Is it a gangster movie with songs. Sometimes It is hard to
tell. :

White jaxzman Dixie Dwyer (Richard Gere) lives and plays bls
horn ia Harlem. Inadvertently he saves the live of Dutch Schultx
(James Remar), who becomes his protector and employer.
Schultz's protege-mist; would-be n) owmer Vera Cleero
{Dlane Lane), and Dwyer are thrown together In an Rl-starred ro-
mance, :

Thelr story, and Schultz's, weave In and out of the Cotton Club
where Owney Madden (Bob Hoskins) and Frenchy Demange (Fred
Gwyane) hold forth as the managing dircctorate of the club and
most of the rackets ln town,

THE RISE TO stardom of Sandman Wllllarms (Gregory Hines),
wilh and without his brother Clay (Maurice Hines), and Sandman’s
on-again, off-agaln affair with Lila Rose Oliver (Lonette McKee) is
another major, though incomplete and unfulfilling, storyline.

es and Hines do some excellent dance numbers and there Is
plenty of good jazz at the Cotton Club including several extended
Cab Calloway (Larry Marahall} numbers.

One complaint about “The Cotton Club” Ls its sbrupt editing
pattern. The excellent musical numbers are Interrupted often, as if
Coppola was afrald we'd forget the gangster story if we sat
through an entire musical number, The opposite waa also true and,
whatever the reason, the choppy editing drags viewers’ attentlon
away belore visual or atory satisfaction is achieved,

“The fical musical number Is an exception. There Coppola
overestimates the audfence. His continual segue from a Cotton
Club “rallroad” dance number to the actual Grand Central Statlon
settiog and back s confusing and not nearly as spectacular as
Coppola must have envisioned.

‘The film does have good performances by Gere and Lane as the
{llfated lovers, Fred Gwynne as the amiable giant mobster and
Joc Dallesandro with just the right viclousness as Lucky Luciano.

Beck an psychotlc, unfecling mobster Sol Weinstein pro-
vides a vivid portrait but such performances are offset by the
tacky, cameo routines of James Cagney (Vincent Jerosa), Fanny
Brice {(Rosalind Harris) and others, particularly Gregory Rozakis
as Cbarlle Chaplin, the longest of these star-cameos. Chaplln
brings Lila to tho Colton Club and does his famous Dinner Rell
dance from “The Gold Rush.” All very plastic and unnecessary.

These complalnts notwitkstanding, you probably should see “The
Cotton Club” for It does have jts moments, just not coough of them
consldering Coppota‘s reputation and bankroll.

¥,

Maurice Hines (left) is Clay Wililams and Gregory Hines
Is Bandman Wililams, who rises to stardom.
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" table talk

Santa visiting Christmas Day buffet -

Famillea and friends may gather for a Christmas
buffet from 11 a.m. to 7 pm. Tuesday, Dec. 35, at
the Grand Ballroom of the Northfleld Hilton Hotel
in Troy. The holiday sefting will Include ce carv-
ings, Christmas lights and a barpist playing. Santa
will attend, with free photos taken with children
under 4, a dooatlon (to go to Children's Hoepltal)
accepted for other photos, Roast duck, turkey, bam,
roast bee!, rigatoni and seafood mornay are among
speclaities at the buffet, priced at $9.95 for adults,
g;aﬂ: for children under 12, For reservations call

-2100.

Cherry Bow!

A Cherry Bowl Brunch, a bulfet served before
the blg game, will be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 22, at the Pike Street Company res-
taurant In Pontlac. A shuttle bus will take the
brunch bunch (by reservation) to the Cherry Bowl
foatball game between Michigan State Univeraity
and Army-at the Pontlac Silverdome. After the
game, a Cherry Bowl Victory Bash from 4 pm.to 2
am. at the restaurant will feature drinks, a dlsc
Jockey and dancing. The splrit of Chiristmas will be
celebrated 5-10 pam. Sunday, Dec. 28, at the Plke
Street Company. Greg Nichols will play the tav-

ern'’s [;nud plano, to accom carola by his
‘Christrmas cholr, puny s

Helping out

Fifty disadvantaged children will be guests at &
hollday dinner presented by Mother Wadddles and
the Hotel Pontchartraln on Monday afternoon, Dec,
24, at the Detrolt hotel. On the menu is roest turkey
and cranberry sauce, plus lots of desserta, Magi-
clans and muslelans will entertain, and the young-
sters will recelve Christmas presents,

Joins the team

Onetime Channel 7 anchorman Lee (Leon)
McNew is now part of the management team at the
Clarkston Cafe. The restaurant in Clarkston ls
owned and operated by McNew's son, Pat, daugh-
ter-in-law, Lee, and her father, Donald Hayes, The
cafe boasts a pinkish white cabernet from Califor-
nla as house wine. During the bolidays, customers
umdbelng offered a free cup of coffee “for the
road.”

Korean-Chinese
Mike Che of the New Mandarin Garden In Farm-
Ington Hills says Korean-Chinese delicacies are
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Appointment.
Whrpool, Saunas,}

Orieatu Statt.
Muscle Pressure

‘ SEE
MONEY MACHINE
TALLY HAL

Daily Lusch Special
% Sandwich & Cap of
Soup12

o
Hambarger Delaxe
2

Children under 12 $1.

. Happy Hour Mon.-Thurs. 2-6:30
« Dining Hours: Mon.-Thurs, 11-11, Frl. & Sat. 11-12, Sun, 4-9

BAANanE'T F#ClUTlES
wvailable tor oll occaslons *
Frl., Sat. & Sun, 12:00-5:00 pm %2 Siab of Ribs
Man, thru Thurs. 11:00 am-31:00 pm . 16’5

Open Sundays. 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM

Serving Breakfast Bar "tili 2:00 pm, Adults '$3.99
; 9 R

TORIRINERTA

: 28841 Orchard Lk. Ad.
I the Mr. Mower Plazs

TBaten. 124 13 Mie)
Farmington Mills
§! 98

L .

HEALTH SPA
23100 Talegraph Rd.
Horth of 0 Mile

356-7310 |
Manday-Saturdsy 10-2 AM.

SHOGUN ORIENTAL '
t
i

served at his restacrant, which specializes Iy Man-
darin-Szechuen culsine, Beer wine and d
cluding Chinese beer and liquers, also are avail-

Your Choloo of: Prime Rib, N.Y. .
8trip, Seafood Sautes, Scrod

Almondine, Barbeque Chicken

A Barbaque Ribs.

Inctudes Split of Champagne, |

P ) o 1 5 por
arty Favors and D.J. with 50°s parn

&80 mMusic, gouthiieid RA/N. of 19 Mile
For Reservations: 844-0250

Kingsley Jnn
. Coffee Shop

. K K ok
Now Open for Dinner

Offering the quality you expect from the
Kingstey, with quick service and Colfee Shop
prices. N

Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 6 a.m. to 10:30 pm.
Sat. &Sun. 6 am. to 2 p.m.

WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
BLOOMFIELD HILLS o 533-1400

-able. c-l

Dec.-Jan.
Dinner Special +

VOTED
DETROIT'S #1
SUNDAY BRUNCH*

*Metropolitan Detroit Magazine Reader’s Polf
November ‘84 issue

Andonly 7.75 Children 7 and under *4.95
Served from 10to 2p.m.

Kingsley Inn
" 1475N,WOODWARD
Just S. of Long Lake Road » Bloomfield Hills = 642-0100

ALL FOR

Telegraph Rd.
Just South of
Eight Mile

&)
-.%m&ta{ 4
NEW YEAR'S '85
DINNER & DANCING

“Ursula Walker &
The Buddy Budson Quartet.”

APPETIZERS
Escargot en Mushroom Caps
Fettucini Boursin, Au Polve

Chilled Shrimp Cocktail, Supreme
Chicken Consomme, Florentine

ENTREES
Beef Wellington, Cumberland Sauce
Roast Long Island Duckling
Wild Rice, Cointreau Sauce
Veal Oskar, Bearnalse Sauce
Sauteed Jumbo Shrimp, A 1 Grecque, Rice Pilaf
Roast Prime Rib of Beef, Au Jus
Yorkshire Popover
Broiled Fresh Filet of Norweglan Salmon,
Casino Butter
Brolled Fresh Lake Superior White Fish,
Sauteed Walnuts
Grilled Fresh Swordfish Steak, Pesto Butter
Caesar Salad
Fresh Broeeoli Au Gratin
Glazed Fresh Carrots
Baked Idaho Potato
Pomme Dauphine
PASTRIES BEVERAGE
For Reservations: 353-2757

ony 530

PER PERSON
{(you pay no more/)
For Reservatlons or Info

ca. 534-2830

BONNIE BROOK .
GOLF CLUB

THE BEST

NEW YEAR’S PARTY.

IN TOWN!

* Open Bar All Evening «

9 p.m. til &

» Gourmet Buffets Funny Hatse
* Noise Makerss
» Continental Breakfast Before
You Go Homes
» Dancing to the Music of The
“Musicmakers”

CANF=TTI’S
Make your F;es%rx?tlons Now

New Year’s Eve
Celebration!

Featuring: L
= Special New Year's Menu

+ Party Favors  Nolsemakers

« Champagne Toast at Midnight

« Piano Bar
. For Reservations Call

626-3341

ALSO...
LATE NIGHT
BREAKFAST BUFFEY

6480 Orchard Lake Rd. at Maple

OUPON




