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Partiers join

ETTER HAVE on hand this
hollday season some of the
new, lighter-alcohol Uquors,
wines and beers,

Your trendler guests wlll be asking
for them,

Stiffer drunk driving penalties,
changing attitudes about drinking and
driving, and the health movement
have led consumers to want — and
distlllers, wineries and brewers to
produce — beverages with less alco-
bo! in them,

“You can still have two beers {over
2n hour) with the boys, and drive safe-
ly bome,” sald Lacey Logan, repre-
senting Detroit's Stroh Brewery Co,,
maker of the new Shacfer Law-Alco-
hol beer, Shaefer has 1.8 percent aleo-
hol, compared to regular beer's 3.6 to
3.9 percent.

THE INTRODUCTION of new low-
er-proofed alcoholic beverages fol-
lows the trend toward lower-caloried
beers and wines, which have slightly
less aleotiol, and s steady 10-year de-
cline in hord llquor consumption.

“Probably the drunk driving ques-
tlon . . . the (increasing) fecllng that
getting drunk 1s not the thing to do
- ., is what got the whole thing start-
ed,” sald Daniel Sparks, director of
executive services for the Michlgan
Liquor Control Commlsslon, *The
brewers — like any other business —
scnsed a market out there.”

A MICHIGAN State University
study shows attitudes about drinking
and driving have dramatlcally
changed, according to Bob Cullen,
manager of safety and trafflc engl-
neering for AAA. “Eighty-two percent
(of the study’s participants) don't con-
don It,” Cullen sald. “The same per-
centage 3ald they feel they wouldn't
be criticized If they were drinking™
and chose not to drive.

The Michigan legislature passed
stiffer drunk driving laws, effective
in Mareh 1983, to halt the rising num-
ber of aleohol-related fatalitles on the
state's roads, Cullen sald,

Now anyone convicted of operating
a vehicle under the tnfluence of lquor
on his/her first offense automatically
has his driver's license suspended six
months to two years. He also may be
fined $100 to $500, jailed up to 80
days and have six points added to his
driving record.

However, the new lower-proofed
drinks are no safeguard against get-
ting drunk.

“You can still get crocked on 80-
proaf, too, let's face it,” sald Ray Lal-
1, president of the West Bloomfleld
distributing firm which Introduced
80-proof Korslkoff Vodka to Michi-
gan. Regular vodka is 80-proof.

A AAA’s Cullen, “You can get
bombed on light (beer) If you drink
enough of it. Our approach is to en-

courage people to be r in

thelr use of alcohol. Everyone says
‘Don't drink and drive.’ But it is legal
to drink and drlve to a certain polnt.”

IN MICHIGAN, that point s until
the percentage alcohol in the blood
reaches .10,

Dr. Herbert W

Hquor to Ro-
zanne Glass, public information chief
for the Ohlo Department of Liquor
Control. Ohlo is where the new lower-
proofed vodka ls made.

“The health movement in the '70s is
& very important conslderation,” she
sald, “People are much more health-

for the Michigan State Police, bas no
formulas on bow many more ounces
of the lower-proafed liquor, or glasses
of the lighter-aleohol wine and beer,
it takes for an average-sized person
to become Jegally intoxicated.

“How many drinka the person has is
not really (the issue),” Wetherell sald.
“If there was some magle way of
keeping them from killing themselves
and others . . . that’s really what the
concern is.”

ALONG WITH stiffer drunk driv-
Ing laws, the health movement con-
tributed to the 10-year decllne In hard

than they ever were.”

In five years, from 1978-89, the na-
tiona) consumption of liquor dropped
from 2.04 to 1.84 gallons per capita,
while the consumption of wine and
beer, which have considerably less al-
cohol, rose from 1,92 t0 2.22 and 23.40
to 24.24 gallons per capita, respec.
tlvely, according to the Distilled Spir-
its Counctl of United States,

THE HEALTH movement, as it
galned momentum, also led to the in-
troduction of the lesser-caloried beers
and wines, and now is partly responsl-
ble for the new lower-proofed bever-
ages.

Koralkoff, advertized as “the only
vodka tailored to the times,” has both
less sugar and less alcohal.

“With the entire country fitness-
conscious, its (Korsikoff's) lower alco-
hol and caloric content has great ap-
peal for a growing segment of the
population,” reads a press release
from Universal Liguor Co., the West
Bloom(leld flrm distributing it,

An Impending federal tax hike, ef-
{ective in October 1985, also is en-
cournging the production of lower-
proofed liguors, The tax hike doesn't
affect beer and wine. .

‘] y, all of the
are going to have to come out (with
lower-proofed lquors),” safd Lalll of
Universal.

‘THE TAX HIKE will increase what
tax distllleries have to pay on a 100-
proof bottle of lquor from $10.50 to
$12.50, sald Dennis Hybarger, vice
president of the Micklgan Beer and

‘less filling’ fad

gt

the distilleries will have to pass that
increase onto consumers by In-
creasing the price of thelr product.
By diluting the Koralkoff Vodka
with distilled water, lowerlng the al-
coholle content from 40 to 30 percent,
its manufacturer can sell It for 25
pc[rdcent less than regular vodka, Lalll
sald,

IT'S UNKNOWN how long it will
take for the new lower-aleohol bever-
ages to become the general publie's
preference — if they ever will,

Lalll sald sales are “Just golng wild
on the (Kersiko!f) vodka,” adding that
his firm has just introduced a second
lower-proofed liquor to Michigan, an
imported Canadlan whiskey, and
plans to offer a full line of liquors.

Accordlng to Frank Gregory, oper-
ations director for the L
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month, compared to Popov, a popular
regular-proof vodka, which sells
about 25,000 cases a month. L
Jim Cronin Jr., manager of Cron-
in's Party Store in Southfield, esti-
mates 10 percent of his customers
want lower-calorle and lghter-alcos -
hol beverages — Including lguor, ©
wine and beer ~ but predicts the per-
centage will grow, "People still are
Just catching onto it,” he salid. “People .
don't realize it's out there yet.” Cron- -
In carries the new Korsikoff Vodka, -
But Emily Freedman, bezd of the
tobacco and Uquor department st :
Perry's in Birmingham, sald her stors -
doesn't carry any of the new lower-
proofed liquors because their custom- |
ers haven't been asking for them,
“Peopte are still buying the highers .
proofed (liquors).” -
Likewise, Ter] Meredith, bartender -
1 Towns -

quor Control Commission, Korslﬂo!;
zells at a rate of about 150 cases a

ers still prefer the traditional beers, !

for s in Bl
ship, reports that Bennlgan's custom: .

By Jean Adamczak
i stalf writer

Darren Murray llkes to attack,

As an attacker on Our Lady of Sor-
rows’ lacrosse team last year, Darren
scored 36 goals in 14 games, while
helping hls team become champlons of
the Michigan Scholastic Lacrosse Asso-
A ciation Tournament for middle achools.

Darren’s athletic ability overcomes
his handlcap of being born witkout a
right band.

“'My teammates don’t even recognize
my handleap. I don't either,” be says.

A freshman at Detroit Catholle Cen-
tral High School in Redford, the 14-
year old attacks life with the same en-
crgy and enthusiasm he uses on the
playing fleld.

‘‘Darren doesn't feel he's any differ-
ent from anyone clse and that's what
makes him so loveable saya his
mother, Carol. ..

“And once he learns something,
watch out, because there's no stopplng
hitm,” she laughs, :

STARTING high school at Catholle
Central was a big challenge for Darren.

“There's 1,100 students here” he
says incredulously. “It takes a lot of
studying to get by here,"

‘Thiere will also be many more play-
ers trylng out for the lacrosse team in
the spring, but that doesn’t seem tfo

ther Darren,

“ think chances are pretty good I'll
get on the team,” he says confidently,
He also welcomes the competition

from lellu\zl tye':mxmlu“ better .

“T ke p! 8 against better people
in order to improve my skills,” Darren
rays smiling.

dling
tial to the game, he explalns, which s
myed with a lacrosse stick - a long-
dled racquet. .

“Lacrosse is julslu‘xenml lp&ﬂ '.%:l X

everyone can play,” he says, “You don’
have to be real fast, or tall like you do
for basketball.”

It was bis clder brother’s Interest in
lacrosse that prompted Darren to pur-

Darren Murray's handicap, & misalng hand, has proven to be little
n ' 4

problen in his quest to b player, )

Drive, spirit are
handicap remedy

sue. Thelr father started the lacrosse
program at Our Lady of Sorrows and
continues to help Darren traln at home.

“He's really helped me a lot because
he can coach me at home,” Darren
says, adding that hls brother en.
courages him to play as much and as
best as he can.

Although lacrosse games are played
in the spring, Darren says he trains for
the sport year-round.

LIFTING WEIGHTS and playing la-
crosse Indoors Is part of his winter
schedule, says Darren. Summer con-
sists of more lacrosse, thls time out-
doars, [n addition to soccer, golf and
tennls.

“He's an excellent tennis player,”
says Darren'’s mother. “He puts me to
shame every time we get on the court.”

Although he had an electric hand
when he was younger, Darren found it
cumbersome and elected not to use it

“He does eve: s0 well without
the hand, we just overlook his handl
cap,” his mother says.

“I'm sure there are things he has
problems with, but he never complains.
At least not to me," she adds.

Darren's malurity and his “good
common sense” enable him to cope so
well with his handicap, she says. “He
uses bia bead all the time, he's ulw-y:

an

thinking. He knows
doesn't attempt o do things he feels ke
can'tdo.”

The only thing that really gets Dar-
ren down, he says, Is being injured
playing lacrosse.

“T was injured last year, right before

the championship- game, with &
spralned shoulder,” he says. “That de-
pressed me for awhile, but once I went
to practlce I felt better and was still
able to play In the game.”

Darren's enthusiasm on the field car:
ries over into his home lfe.

“Ha 11 the biggest help to me in the
family. I can always count on him,” his
mother says proudly, “whether jt's
cleaning the house, yard work or wash-
ing the car”

Micha
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“Fox Photo Wraps up Holiday Savings!*’ .
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