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Funds are eyed
to aid seniors
‘and downtown

By Joanne Mallazowak|
staff writer

Sprucing up Farmington's central
business district and providing services
for handicapped and senlor citizens are
targeted uscs for Farmington's expect-
ed $48,000 in 1985-88 Community De-
velopment Block Grant (CDBG) money.

Resldents are invited to offer their
opinlon of the city’s proposed uses of Its
annual share of federal money at a
pubile hearing scheduled for 8 pm.,
Jan. 7 in Farmington counci) cham-
bets.,

City council several months ago re-
newed a three-year contract with Oak-
land County to partlclpate tn the CDBG
program. Although funding eriginates
at the federal level, Oakland County
distrlbutes the moncy to smaller com-
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Ing, acstheties and marketabllity of the
city’s business dlstrict.

Some of the projects suggested to
help spruce up downtown inelude
landscaplng, pedestrian rest areas,
rubbish dumpster enclosures, lighting
i and trees, to
the three-year plan,

City offictals will also conduct a
downtown beautiflcation study as well
as a study of downtown parking. The
parklng study will examlne the use of
parklng faclllties and make recommen-
datjons for changes or addItions,

OVER THE years, suggestions have
been made to build a parking ramp.
Downtown Farmington parklng is free
im the street and in the mall parking
ots.

A part of the money also would be

lete the F

munlties, sald Bob Schultz, F.
administratlve asslstant.
Because the money 1s allocated from
the federal government, city officials
are unsure of the exact amount of
CDBG money that will be coming
through, Schultz said. But if past histo-
ry remalns unchanged the amount
should be arcund $48,800, he sald.

IN ORDER to recclve the CDBG

money, city officlals prepared a pro-

three-year plan of projects that

could be completed with the grant
money. X

The three-year plan includes provid-

ing direct services to the handleapped

used to comp he Road
sldewalk from downtown Farmington
to Nine Mile, on the west side of Farm-
ington Road.

This walkway will provide a side-
walk for the handicapped and senior
cltizens who llve at the Community
Living center and Kingslane and Coun-
try Estates Apartments.

“If you [mprove the downtown's un-
der-utilized areas, civic areas or parks,
you're benefitting the whole communl-
tv,” Schultz sald.

“Entitlement communltles ({those
which recelve CDBG money) must
show that, taken as a whole, lts pro-
grams benefit low and moderate In-
come types.”

and senlor cltlzens such as
dead belt locks and other minor home
repairs. City officials also propase to
use some of the money to improve ac-
cess (o public buildings for the handi-
capped and to provide special equlp-
ment in the city parks for handleapped.

But the three-year plan also includes
projects designed to improve the park-

Thousands of

By Tom Baer

knocked Henry Trombley
‘The great fire of 1947 did the same.
Service and its patrons for more than

stalf writer
HE GREAT Dcpression
right out of the Farmington
Post Office in the mid-1930s.
But Trombley survived both dlsas-
ters to serve the Unlted States Postal
40 years, the last 19 as postmaster In

Farmington.

“I've seen two, maybe three genera-
tions of kids grow up In this town," said

Whilc a req Is that overall
in the county, the “preponderant
amount of money is bencfitting low-to-
meoderate Income famillies,” most of
Farmington docs not quallfy as a low-
to-moderate Income community,
Schultz said. -
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Christina Whitley spent the day before Christ-
mas playing with her dog, Banjo. Christina, 12,
came to Farmington Hills from Wisconsin to

spend the h

lives in the Muirwood apartment complex
Grand River and Drake Road.

wh

ys with her ]
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Twenty-five cents.
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Work
begins
onTV
studio

A rlbbon bangling from a television
camera was cut last week to signal the
start of work on the telecommunica-
tlons center for the Farmington Publlc
Schools,

The center, located in Room ES8 of
North Farmington High School, will
scrve as the production headquarters
for all programming on channel 10 on
the  MetroVision cable system,
which [s avallable for a fce to Farm-
Ington-area viewers.

Some $80,000 worth of equipment for
the program, purchased by MetroVi-
sion for use by the schoo] distriet, has
been arriving at the studio since late
November, officlals said, Delivery will
be complete by early January,

‘When completed, the studio will be a
full television production complex,
complete with editing and duplication
capability,

Cable TV could be used for activities
as diverse as televising llve high school
sports and drama and providing securi-
ty alarms in bulldings, school officlals
have said.

Dean Cobb, a 37-year-old English
and speech teacher at North Farming-
ton, will coordinate the telecommuhi-
cations program. Cobb has sald he
hopes to bave a “full service” studio,
which can be used as a tralning center
for would-be “tetecommunicators.”

Cobb has sald he hopes to start
teaching classes and brondcasting by
early next year,

MetroVision's equipment includes
cameras, lghts and editing gear, school
offlclals have sald. The Farmington

rd of Educatlon bas allocated an-

‘Trombley, now a hearty 82, from the
kitchen of the white frame house on
Shiawassee Road he designed and
helped bulld more than 40 years ago.

from Detrolt by electric streetcar in
Trombley’s day, and a horse-drawn
wagon was dispatched from Farming-
ton cvery day to plck up mail at a
smaller station known as Elm about 12
miles to the south,

“The men who fought the Second
World War, why, I remembered most
of them from when they could barely
get their noses over the counter when
they'd come in for thelr mail.”

‘That's how peaple got thelr mail in
1927 when Trombley was hired on at
the Farmington Post Offlce: They
came in to plek It up. There was no city
mall delivery.

crossed the rallroad tracks,” Trombley
remembe!

farm in what Is now Franklin (a teen-

Much of Farmington's mall arrived o ;oog with tollet facilitles from the
schoots.

Trombley was named postmaster
back in the days when it was very
much a political appolntment. He be-
came the first Republican postmaster
appainted in Michigan In 20 years when
he was commissioned in August of
1953,

His commission was signed by Ar-
thur Summertield, Postmaster General
during the Elsenhower administrations.
He retired in 1972 after moving the

“Elm was where Mliddicbelt Road

A fugltive from the chores on a dalry

ton weren't always liberal with the
funds for the local offices, Trombley
remembered

“Lat of times, postmasters had to al-
most build thelr own post offlces and
buy their own equipment to run it,” he
added.

But Trombley had a take-it-as-t-
comes attitude toward his job, and it
seemed to serve him well over the
. years.

“It's ke rummy, the card game —
draw, cuss and dlscard,” he said. “Ev-
eryday was allke . . , dirty the dishes,
wash "em and get "em out agaln tomor-
row.”
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chickens and peanuts for pay
Postmaster recalls

Beulah wlll celebrate their golden wed-
ding anniversary next June 30 — are
year-round residents of Farmington,
Beulah was an administrator at the old
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age Floyd Calrns, longtime Farming-
ton HHIs Clty Clerk, was a milk cus-
tomer), Trombley specialized In “fInan-
cial matters” at the post offlce,

He sold postal money orders — and
hls services were much in demand af-
ter the hard times came along and “ev-
erythlng went to flop” in his words,

“About years after I got hese,
along about 1930, the two banks in'
town failed,” he remembered, "Nobody
j  could write a check In the arca. The .

- town was right on its rear for moncy
transactions. We wrate money orders
untli hell wouldn't have it.”

BUT THE SAME cconomie catastro-
phe which kept Trombley busy in the
carly '30s caused him to change ca-
reers temporarily In the middle of the
decade. He was lald off because cf in-
sufficlent stamp sales,

“I just went across the strect and
clerked in the hardware store,” be re-
: membered, “It was one of the most

saw. We had everything from dynamite
to plow points to furniture.”

He stayed at the store, Hatton's
! Hardware, for about three years, Then
N things changed for the better and his
old job came open.

‘“There I was writing money orders,”
he said, “and 1 could enjoy sitting down
% part of the day again. I've always
welghed over 200 pounds.”

For about 10 years, Trombley was

<complete country hardwares you ever

post office several times, the last to its
present location on Slocum Street.

For much of Trombley's career, the
Farmington Post Office was located on
the south side of Grand River, a few
doors west of Farmington Road.

But a gigantic fire in January of
1947 destroyed most of the businesses
on that block, including the post office.
Overnight, it was moved across the
street to the redbrick Town Hall
where It stayed for a few weeka.

WHEN TROMBLEY came to Farm-
ington, first-class postage was two
cents, postal cards a peany and Christ-
mas cards in unsealed evelopes a cent
and a half, Those unsealed envelopes
with the flaps tucked in caused prob-
lems, Trombley said,

“It could be a nasty little pocket for
somebody else’s letter to fall into and
take a ride across country,” he sald. “It
wasn't unusuzl to have a Christmas
card, a cent-and-a-half one, be deliv-
ered slx weel after Christmas.”

And thera were other problems at
the post offfce over the years.

“Sometimes you'd come to work and
there'd be a couple of thousand day-old
chickens,” Trombley said.

come from & big hatchery in Zeeland,
Mich. The farmers here bought them,
“We bad one guy here got 800 chick.
ens every Wednesday for about flve
years, He was supplying chickens for
one of the big hotels downtown, Every-
thing came through the mall — uurdl:

L Far F Henry T y (right) meets é‘;ﬁﬂ"‘;" n chacge of ﬂvlgx the Clvil
Arthur ville, p ] under El: , at the The post office wasn't big enough for

Detroit Post Office, that, he remembered, 30 he had to beg

frogs from California for
the schools, ob, Just

everything.”
And the postal officlals in Washing-

TROMBLEY, WHO supervised 145
people at the time of his retirement,
certainly waan't raving about his pay,
even when he was top man In the
Farmington offlce. :

“It wasn't blg pay — 65 cents an
hour when I started,” he said, “When I
retired I was making about. $21,000. It
'was peanuts all the way through. But It
gave me a lot of time to myscll. I've
always been quite a handyman ..,
anything and everything . . . bullt my
house myself,”

The Trombleys — Henry and wife
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