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Christmas continues at Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Vl-
The histeric homes and buildings are deco-
mle.:{ in ways appropriate to the season and numerous cratt and

lage through Dec. 31,

(8,F,A,W,G-13A,R0-0A,L+8C,P,C-10C) ke sCHH

I'] are d
the-century Christmas at the Wright brothers’ family homestead.

Here children see a turn-of-

Michiganians seek
warm-weather trips

A resplte at a Michigan ski lodge
continues to be a favored hollday activ-
ity, but more travelers are opling to fly
to! warm-weather destinations com-
pared to the last Christmas/New
Yéar's period, accordlng to the Auto-
mobile Club of Michigan.

“Alrline travel ls up an average 10
pereent  while hollday bookings at
Michigan ski lodges are about even
wlith last year,” sald Auto Club Travel
Operations Manager Jlm Drury.

Air carriers report Florida and the
Caribbean are the most popular holl-
day destinatlons, The most heavily
booked days are the Friday through
Sunday before Christmas (Dec. 21-23)
and the Saturday and Sunday after
New Year's (Jan. 5-6). Best days for
travel include Dec. 17-19, 25-27 and
dan, 1and 3,

"Despite a slow start, operators are
optimistic that with good snowfall, skd
revenue this season will rise at least §
percent over last seasen’s $13¢ mllllon
total,” sald Drury.

An Auto Club survey shows hollday
business is crucial to a successful sep-
son. Thirly respondents reported they
take [n one-third of the season's profits
during the year-end holidays.

MICHIGANIANS SHOULD find

. §pace available at most of the state's
17 skl facllities with overnight accom-
modations. The most heavily booked
period Is between Dee. 26 and Jan. 2
when alx resorts surveyed by the Auto
Club have capacity reservations,

Accommodations are avallable for
the New Year's hollday at West Michi-
gan's Boyne Mountain ncar Harbor
Springs, Caberfae near Cadillac, Crys-
tal Mt. nelr Thompsonville, Hillon
Shanty Creek at Bellaire, Nub's Nob
neyr Harbor Springs and Schuss Mt,
near Mancelonz. Boyne Highlands fs
filled Dec. 28 through Jan. 1.

Most East Michigan lodges have
space throughout the holldays, except
Tyrolcan Skl Resort near Gaylord from
Dec. 26 to Jan. 1 and Sylvan Resort
near Gaylord from Dec. 26 to Jan, 2.

All Upper Peninsula facilitles with
overnlght lodging have Christmas and
New Year's vacancies except Indian.
head near Wakefteld, which ls filled
Dec. 28-31.

Vacationers planning lodge vislts
should make reservations as soon as
possible,

The Michigan Department of Trans-
portaticn estimates that mileage driv-
en In the state is up about 4 percent
compared to last year, a trend that
should continue over the year-end holl-

How to make late air reservations’

How do you get an alrline reserva-
tion when you dldn’t plan In advance,
you're In the middle of a busy holiday
acason and all you can afford is the dis-
count fare. If you walk int¢ a busy
travel agent's office, or make one call
to an airline, you probably can’t. But
the judicious use of a litle creative
problem solving will do wonders in this
arca.

Example: My son and his wife decid-
ed at the last minute to fly home from

* New York to Detrolt for the New

Year’s weekend. They wanled those
highly advertlsed $45 onc-way fares, or
at least a good discount fare, but they
weren't at all sure that they could geta
reservation at any price,

It's holiday season, onc of the busiest
alr traffie times of the year, so it would
be casy to assume that there are no
flights available and give up before you.
start, “We'll never get 2 reservation
now, we might as well not bother,”

They know better, and 50 do I, so
they'll be in tonight on a Northwest
flight while other potential travelers
stay home. Let's talk about how to find
a g;mcuu reservation in spite of the
odds.

FIRST OF all, never assume. Lots
of alrplane scats fly empty even during
holiday times because t00 many people
assume those scats won't be available.
Your travel agent can help, but have
pily on that very overworked profes-
sional. Tell him or her the truth and
promise to buy your ticket from the
agency even If you flnd your own flight.

What I would do, for example, is say
“Hi Kay, I'm looking for the impossi-
ble, and you should tell me whether you
have time to find it for me or whether I
should help you. I want a $45 ticket
from Newark Dec. 27, golng back Dec,
30. T know that might be tough. Do you
want to try It or are you too busy to
make all those phone calls. I'il do some
of the calling, and buy my ticket from
you anyway, if you can't do it the flrst
tme around.”

Some people might object to that. Af-
ter all, a travel agent is there to serve
you and a good one wiit go to work on
your behalf. But the reality is that they
make very little on a $45 fare, they
may nol get one right away and they
really don't have time to make 25
phone calls, which is what you may
have todo to get it yourself,

If you're a good customer, or you
calt a good agent, they'll certainly try
for It, but don't settic for a “no” an.
swer. Go to work on your own,

This Is what I do. I call and find out
what airlines fly to the destlnation, In
this case New York Alr, Northwest and
People’s Express fly between Detralt
and Newark, American and Republic
fly to LaGuardia Airport and Pan Am,
TWA and Northwest have a few flights
to Kennedy Alrport. Of those three
New York airports, I prefer Newark
because my son lMves nearby and the
lowest fares are usually to that airport.

STEP TWO: I called New York Alr
and asked for all scheduled flights on
the days In question. Not the available

one-of-
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flights, but all of them. (If I don’t know
the travel date I write down the dally
and weekend flight times for later use
and get general price Information: but
that's when I can do advance planning
which fsn't the case here),

After I get the scheduled flights, 1
asked which could be purchased at the
$45 discount price, At New York Alr
that's all day Saturday, untll 2 p.m.
Sunday.and on certain flights midweck.
Now the question: “What's avallablo?"
The $45 flights were sold out, but the
$85 flights were avallable, The return
date, Dec, 30, was sold out all day,

Okay, Now I have some basic infor-
matlon. I can book two seats on a $65
flight from Newark to Detroit and can-
ccl If something better comes atong but
PLEASE REMEMBER THIS: people
who book and don't cancel flights are
the maln cause of overbooked planes
that end up flying half empty, putting
airllnes out of buslness and threatening
our travel service,

Next, I called Northwest. They have

2 5:55 p.m. flight on the 27th and I was

lucky, there were still two seats at the .

$45 rate. I booked them and Immedi-
ately canceled the New York Alr flight.
It Isillegal to hold two flights under the
same name at the same time; what
Ppeople do Is book them under different
names, but read the paragraph above
agaln before you even consider that.

Nortwest was also booked, except in
first class (for $99) on the return date,
80 my next call was to People's Ex-
press. You can fly for $45 on Saturday
or Sunday, or on certaln late flights
midweek on People's Express. They
were also booked up for Dec. 30, 8o it
was time to go to step three: findlng a
cancellation,

The reservatlons clerks will tell you
if there is 2 waiting list and how long It
1s, They'll also tell you the best times to
learn of a canceliation before some-
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: DELUXE VACATION SUITES
DISCOVER YOUR ISLAN

If you have been spending a'foriune Island hopping and looking to discaves a troplcal Island in

the sunthat futfills all your expeciations. ..then ?:cksyo% sull‘caso z:m: ;fu:% n|? murlu. |
land - just & bridge away from the Southwaest coast of Florlda. It's not only

Hoplcal Mareo o ! - d and {ull of Florida things to do.
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GULF FRONT SUITES — 7 NIGHTS °525.*

D IN THE FLORIDA SUN

harter Club Juxury sultes are directly on the Gull of Mexico. Each suila has .,
;I:‘uu L?edamtoms, two balr{s. aking slze bad in the master bedroom, a fully
equipped kilchan, dining area, wet bar, Ico-maker, Color TV, washer and dryer
...s0 much mora than a hote! room. The tannis courls, swimming pools,
beach barbequae, health spa, and exercise rcoms are all yours and the
best part is The Charter Glub is priced even lass than many hotels.
*4525. thru Dec. 22nd - '875. Doc. 23 = May 4, 1085/4 Adutis & 2 Chidren

TROPICAL MARCO ISLAND FLORIDA
. 700 Sauth Collier Blvd., Marco [sland, FL 33937
M RESERVATIONS: B0O 237-4411/FL 800 282-4412 or soe your local Travol Agent
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Reye syndrome is a rare
but dangerous condition
that can develop from fiu
or chicken
malnly in children under
16, usually when they ap-
pear {o be racovering,
Watch for these signs:

1] Perlslsfen! vomiting
w Confusion and
belligerence.

If your chlld displays any
of these symptoms, con-
sult a doctor immedi- i

body else does. People’s Express did so
cheerfully,

Their reservations phone Is In
Omaha, Neb., {you often call a jocal
number, as I did here, and reach a res-
ervations desk in another eity). The
travel agents start calllng about 7:30
a.m. from the east (that's 8:30 our time)
so your chances improve If you call be-
fore they do.

They start cancellng flights mid-
morning, and businessmen and vaca-
Uoners often cancel after the day's
work is done. That means you should
call before 8:30 a.m., at noon and about
6:30 p.m. to get first crack at cancella-
tions,

I made a Dec. 31 return flight reser-
vation at $65, just to be sure that they
could get home somehow, and set my
timer to call People's Express regular-
ly for possible Dec. 30 canceliations, T
knew from cxperience that I would
probably get one.

SKI BOYNE

SK) WEEK PACKAGES
FROM $3758
S Days Skilng,

Lodsing & Dining
Austrlan Ski School
SKI WEEKEND PACKAGES
FROM $140
1-800-632-7174
Boyne Mountain
1-800-562-3899

Boyne Highlands

:charge $85 one way for coach fare

STARTING IN APRIL
TICKETS AVAILABLE WITH [
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MEANTIME, 1 did not gnore miy™?
other options. New York Alr's waitlng'’*
list wasa 20 long for Dec. 30 it was alé™™
ready closed. I suddenly realized that 1
had not asked Northwest about thelr =
walting list so I called them back and:™
lo and behold, they had & cancellation .
In the previous hour and had two seats -
available for Dec. 80, T
1t took me some time, but there I3
was with my discount reservations -
bought at the last minute during peak..
hollday season. It can be done. (If I
hadn't it the fackpot, I would have' i
astarted calling the airlines that fly into), “
La Guardla). o
Was It worth it? The tickets wel '
bought cost $90 round-trip or $180 for? :.
two people, The regular American Alr-7
lines fare to New York is $338 round-- &
trip or $886 for two. New York Alr, |
Northwest and People's Expruhﬁ .

peak tlmes 20 that would have cost only”

$20 more each way, but that's stlll an
$80 saving. You tell me whether it's
worth it :
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ox, It occurs

Some studies indicate
that there may be an as.
.sociation between the
use of aspirin for flu and
chicken pox and the de-
velopment of Reye syn.
drome. Further studies
are belng conducted on
this possibllity, tn the
meantime, the
geon General suggests
that you check with your
doctor before using aspi.
rin or any medication
when your child has flu
or chicken pox. '
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