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The Farmington Historical Museum
docents opened the doors to visitors
this season for a tour of Victorlan
splendor enhaneed with holiday decora-
tlons designed by 14 area florists to
compliment the mid-19th-century de-
cor.

Docents add to the theme by donning
long skirts and Victorlan-styled walsts
for the guests who take a lelsurely
stroll through the manslon that was
once the home ‘of Michigan Governor
Fred Warner.

There are no velyet cords to keep
guests In line and no “Do Not ‘Touch™
signs. And, according to Margaret
Walker, chairman of the museum com-
mittee, It will remain that way.

“It is much Ireer this way. It is much
tmore comfortable, more relaxed. We
think It encovrages guests to ask more
questions, maybe stay a little longer,
maybe enjoy a little more,” she said.

The roster of docents Walker can
<call on Is up to 40, each of whom has a
therough knowledge of the home's his-
tory and its furnlshings, Docents volun-
teer for a glven number of working
hours every month, but they are llkely
to be called upon for any number of
special events scheduled throughout
the year, or to conduct private tours,
and particularly do double duty
through the holidays,

MOST OF THE docents who signed

Pink bows and greenery in the museum’s dining room is the work
s Flowers & Gifts in Livonia. GIMli
one of the museum’s first docents, guides

o

Victorian style
Old mansion dresses up for the holidays

up to conduct tours when the museum
fient opened ita doors two and a half
years ago are still active. Some, like
Gloria Walpa, were once tour guests
who found themselves so Intrigued with
the history, they wanted to become fur-
ther involved” with the house and
grounds and restoration,

The restoration continues and the do-
cents are never surprised, but always
Intrigued as to what has been changed,
what has been added, what Is new, and
what is in the planning stage to come.

The blg change this month came
{rom local florists, floral designers and
Farmi B jon C I

which decorated the front doarway.
Farmer John's Greenhouse decorated
the veranda and Vilage Green Florlst
decarated the Victorian parlor.

AlL of the decorators took speclal
care to decorate the room of thelr
choice in keeping with the way that
room might have looked at the furn of
the century.

French’s Flowers & Gifts decorated
the dinlng room and Country Flowers &
Glfts the summer kitchen, Lawrence
Mayer Florists put the holiday touches
to the drawing room, and Spring Brook
Gardens did the same for the center
staircase.

Harry Milllet Flowers chose to de-
corate the muslc room where ane of the
museum’s proudest stands,

gu‘onlu through the old mansion in a Victorian blouse and skirt,
titting to the decor, The chandilier is a gift from Farmington-8

Lions, authentic of the period with electrified fixtures,
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Lawrence Mayer Florists put the hollday touches in the museum's
drawing room, with focus on the marble topped mahogany side-
board. As well versed in the furnishings as she is in the history of
the house, docent Mary Anchor tells guasts about the ornately
carved plece that was once owned by Hiram Walker and is now on
foan to the Farmi Historical M by the Detroit Historical
Society,

8 Knabe grand player plano that
played carols throughout the menth,
and where solists and groups furnlshed
song for the guests,

The upstalrs hallway was decorated
by Flowers & Co. and the master bed-
room by The Flower Barn. The llbrary
was decorated by Farmington Center
Florists and the children’s room by
Schroeter's Flowers & Glfts,

The sitting alcove was decorated by
McFarland's Florist & Greenhouse, and
the Governor Warner Room by State
Flower Galleries,

There are no open houses or vislting
days scheduled for the museum for the
next few months, but Walker said, “We
are always open for group tours, or
special-interest groups.”

These are made by appalntment
only, which can be arranged by calllng
Walker at 476-6349,

's master bed . D s from
The Flower Barn used pink net, pink silk orchids
and streamers to give the room its holiday spirit,
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Marge Eirschsle and Gloria Waipa are intriqued
by a tussy mussy, a nosegay carried by Victorian
fadies that is one of the pleces on display in the

Focal point of the not-much-used Victorlan partor is the pler mir-

ror which marked Its owner as a man of wealth. The lace curtaine

at docent Qloria Waipa's left are authentic reproductions of the

era. The original gastight chandeller that can bo'mn at top left
o Q

was a gift from

State s. The
room Is decorated with red, white and.green by Village Green

Florlet In Livonia. :
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The Knabe grand piano, which was known in its day as the Rolls ly on vislting da; 1 hgd;ptgplﬂs {2 play one of the 4
Royce of the player pianos, dominates the mussum's music room. musaum'’s 80 rolls for thelr gues! ecorafionis for the room was ,
Docent Marge Elrschel ows that it can also be played manually, provided by Harry Miller Flowers in Farmington Hills. !




