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To be, or not to be, Danes welcome al

By Susan Thygerson-Aktary
special writer

Aaarhus, Denmark.”

“I'm not a Dang, but 1 kinda' llke
Danes," sald Harrl Virjo, the Finnksh
Consul in Michlgan. “I've been a mem-
ber of the Danlsh Club for 20 years,
siice 1964." Virjo was one of more
than 40 people celebrating Christmas
festivities at the annual Christmas
smorgasbord at the National Rebild
Park Soclety Inc, In Detroit.

Asked how he happened to be at a
Danish Christmas party, the Finn ex-
plained. “I made a deal with Mr. {Mar-
shall) Frederlcks — the first president
of the society, a renowned sculptor and
Dantsk Consul in Michigan — that if
he'd come te Finland I'd go to Aalburg.
He came to Helstoki with hls wife and
we took a ship with him and his wife to
celebrate Reblld in 1976,

“The Queen (Margrethe II of Den.
mark) was there for the Bicentennial
as were 50,000 people. Victor Borge
was the speaker hat year,” Virjo sald
he has been assoclated with the soclety
ever since.

Mary Christiansen of Detroit lsn't a
Dane, either, but she, too, was enjoylng
the Danish sniorgasbord. “They've go:
a nice group here,” she explained. “I'm
frem North Dakata, but my husband is
from Denmark.”

According to Boleite MacMuilan of
Blrmingham, who Is secand vice presi.
dent of the society, the group is a non-
political assoclatlon with the alm of
promoting frlendship between Den-
mark and the Unlted States.

It ariginated, she says, “In 1912 with
the idea of remembering the first
Danes who immigrated to the U.S. Dr.
Max Henlus of Chicago was the one
who started the promotion in the U.S.
He conferred with peaple in Denmark
and their relatlves in the U.S. One of
them was my uncle, Knud Sorring of

safd Dr. Henlus, many
Danes and Americans of Danish de-
scent purchased some property In the
heathered hills of Aalborg on Jutland,
which became Reblld Natlonal Park, a
place set aside for the annual celebra.
tlon of the Fourth of July in Denmark.
The park was given to King Christlan X
of Denmark some years ago, and has
been preserved as a permancnt memo-
rial to Danlsh Americans. It is also a
tribute to fallen Danish-born veterans
of World War L.

ENCOURAGED BY Dr, Henlus,
Danish Americans contributed the
funds and one log from each state fn
the nation to create a replica of Lin-
coln's log cabln on the Reblld Hills,
which was dedicated in 1934 as a per-
manent museum in which items of eve-
ry state, Including schooners and paint-
ings, are stored, according to Mrs.
MacMultan, This year marked the 50th
anniversary of the museum.

An article by Nobel Prize winner
Johannes V. Jenscn, written in 1927,
says the first celebration of the Fourth
of July at Reblld took place In 1911,
"Scelng the thousands of Dancs and
Americans who have met here for the
occaslon is an [mpressive and moving
sight,” wrote Jenscn,

ONE WHO IS fooking forward fo at-
tending the Rebild festlval someday is
Olaf Kroneman 111, a kidney speclalist
at Beanmont Hospltal. Kroneman sald
he finds the soclety events “a good cn-
vironment to reharvest aur heritage
and meet with fellow Vikings."

Speaking of the Rebild celebratton,
he added, “It's a place where they sing
the Danlsh songs and keep alive our
heritage. It's also the only country in
the world that celebrates our Independ-
ence.”

Kroneman's father, Olaf K
II of Blrmingham, who is flrst vice
president of the society's iocal chapter,
explained, “My father was a Danc. He
dled two years ago. I became associat-
ed through him. What impressed me so
much s that there was a place set
aslde to honor our country by another
country, It makes you kind of proud of
your Danish heritage and of the Danish
people. I've been to the Reblld celcbra-
tlon. It was ualque, cxclting, unusuall"

His son added, “and how proud it
makes you to hear the ‘Star Spangled
Banner” played in another land!*

‘Both my grandparents li

Denmark, so we went back every year.

ved in

Unlike here, there was no hint of

Christmas before Christmas Eve in
Denmark. That’s the part that amazed

me.’ .

B

| at Christmas

the punch bowl surrounded by little
elves.

The (lgurines are used, she ox-
plained, because “We don’t belleve in
Santa, Then we would dance around the
Christmas tree.

“On Christmas maornlog we'd get up
and put our flag outside, which meant
we were open for guests, Then, we'd
take our flag down and we'd go look for

— Gerta Raffaelle,
Birmingham

flags. This continues until New Ycar's.
“My grandmother always served

cookles or Danish

Descrlbed by Olaf as “an
old man with a gleam In his eye,” the
senlor member of Detrolt's Rebitd So-
clety is Karl Larsen, formerly a news-
paper artist. “I'm only 95. I was born In
Skacelskor, Denmark,"” he said.

Chuck Larsen added, “We had a
group of people sending packages to
Denmark during the German occupa-
tlon. So, we're the old timers In thls
group, Karl and I were here n the be-
glnnlng, Sunday noon is a nlee time to
come here, but we have other occa-
sions, too.”

ON THIS partleular occaslon, with
battles of Aquavit cooling In ice on
each of the round, linen-covered tables,
memories of previous Christmas cele-
brations were popular toples.

Herluf Iversen of Union Lake is pres.
ident of the local chapter. He ex-
plained, “We stlll celebrate on Christ-
mas Eve, calied Juleaften in Denmark,
at my house.” His words indlcated that
some traditlons are still alive and well.

Mrs. Rigmor Cuolahan of Northville
Is president of the Danlsh Sisterhood In
America, Lodge 125. “We still bake all
our cookles from scratch a couple of
wecks before Christmas and put them
in tins until Christmas Eve,

—

—

“In my home on Christmas Eve we'd
all joln hands around the tree, which

glogg and Ch

pastries. We had candles, flags, and
heart-shaped baskets on the tree, which

“THE CHRISTMASES in Denmark, I
really remember,” sald Gerta Raf-

always had garlands of flags g
down, and aing carols while walking
around it. The tree would e dark untll
we got to a verse that sald ‘Mother
light the tree and don't leave a corner
dark,’ and then my mother would do
Just that.

“A pig In the pudding means the
promise of a fat future, or a prosperous
new year, In our family we used a star
in the window which we lit to let peaple
know when we were receiving compa-
ny.

“For dinner we eat duck or goose,
but always stuffed with prunes and ap-
ples. Red cabbage is a common food
with duck at Christmastime and s of-
ten served with carmelized brown po-
tatoes,” she added.

faclle of Bj while she handed
a hot cup of glogg to a guest, “Both my
grandparents lived In Denmark, so we
went back every year.”

Today Mrs, Raffaclle is the secre-
tary of the local Reblld chapter. She
has vivid memarles of those Christmas
celebrations, “Unlike here there was no
hint of Christmas before Christmas
Eve In Denmark. That's the part that
amazed me, We would go to church
first and then we'd come home and
have a big dinner that always Included
rice pudding. They'd put a marzlpan
pig In it for the youngest to find, so
they would get an extra present,

“After dinner we would open our
presents in (ront of the Christmas tree
with Julenissen (little elf figurines) all
around it,” she said, gesturing toward

were fllled with candy and nuts, and
which visiting children would take with
them, We would always slng ‘Hojt pau
troets gronne top.” "

Such songs could be heard from time
to time at thls year's gathering, the
volces rising above the open-face
sandwiches made of turkey and beels,
or liver with red cabbage, and while
the bottles of Aalborg Akavit were
passed around the tables.

"“There arc a lot of Danes In Dear-
born,” sald Ruth Agbay, president of
the National Committee, “who we
would ltke to come out for our activi-
tles, We'd llke to encourage Scandlna-
vians throughout the Detroit arca to
help perpetuate our culture.

Anyone Interested In learning more
about clubg and socicties located In the
metropolltan area should contact the
Dantsh Club in Detrolt at 532-2790.

volunteers

ARPIN’S of Windsor
58th ANNUAL

The Ouakland County Volunteer Bu.
reau (OCVB) has a current file of vol-
unteer opportunities for more than 200
agencies.  Non-profit organizations
needing assistance may list with the bu-
reau. For more information about these
and other volunteer openings, call the
bureau at 642-7272,

HOSPITAL VOLUNTEERS — Numer-

ous volunteers are needed by St. Joseph
Mercy Hospltal, Ponttae, in several areas;
Bift shop, to sell and work with stock; nurses
station, to assist nursing staff; paticnt
gulde/escort service, to direct visitors,

escort patients; car seat rental program, to
instruct parents In use of safety seats;
emergency, to transport patlents, run er-
rands. Needed four hours a weck, same day
and time. Should be at least 18 years old.
Phone 642-7272,

FUND-RAISER: — West Bloomfield
Youth Asslstance nceds an indlvideal 18 or
older, Interested in creating and executing
fund board meeting, third Thursday, 1-3
p.m., and help plan and carry out campalgn.
#!50 needed s a publle relatlons person to
publlcize fund-raiser, Phone 642-7272.

ACTIVITIES AIDE: — Southfield Reha-
bllltiatlon Center needs friendly, outgoing
and responsible persons to assist /supervise
clderly patlents during activities time.
Knowledge of arts and erafts helptul, Week-
days 2 to 5 p.m., Monday 6:30 to 8 p.m. or
Saturday 9 to noon. Phone 642-7272,

CRISIS INTERVENTION — Persons in
Madlson Helghts arca are needed by the
Madlson Helghts Police Department to

FUR SALE

Fine Canadian Furs

Come see Arpin’s 1984-85
fabulous collection of
fashion furs, expertly
crafted into today's
exciting new
designs...and of course,
you are assured of fine
quality and value when
you shop Arpin’s.

work with victims of crime or
struction of 25 hours. Phone 642-7272.

Full Premium on U.S. Funds

events following 25 hours of Instruction. To- 1 DUTY & SALES TAX REFUNDED

Thinking of Selling

SEE
f  ROBERT GALE
* FinaJewelry
in Biemingham
7255. Adams Rd.

.ol 141 Mdo

Futes by (ain

Fur Specialin for orer 38 years

Your Jewelry?

the place to go tar

AR 644-6650 484 Pelissier Street
EA RuUGs Windsor 1-519-253-5612
Groat varioty Hours; Mon.-Sat. 8-5:30; Frl. 9.9
at all pricos

I Wootkwd at 14 Wi, Royal Oas

TSRS 543-5300

M tlantic D

DRAPERY SALE
Labor $8 Per Panel

Special Prices Available on Drapery,
Slipcover & Upholstery Fabrics
BEST PRICES ON VERTICAL & HORIZONTAL BLINDS

u 'BEEN IN THE DARK ABOUT '§
'TRACK LIGHTING? FORGET :

| THEMYTH THAT YOU HAVE ¢
_TO BE AN.ELECTRICIAN OR &
é

£

g

—David Wachler & Sons—
Cettified ]evvelers Mem. American

Gemologists Gem Society

Insurance & Estate Appraisers .
Original Custom Designing by
Award Winning Jewelry Designers

 GREAT HANDY-MAN TO. .
INSTALL IT; THE TRUTH IS...

Custom Spreads
Custom Slipcovers
{Labor Special)

CHAIR - $69.90
SOFA - $87.90

360 E. MAPLE « BIRMINGHAM « 647-2020/647-0721

v
A

Downtown Birmingham 540-4622
Renaissance Ctr., Detroit 259-6922

M

|  Getting
settled
made

simple.

New-town dilemmas fade after a

Selected: Aluminum,
P.V.C., Luce,
= 1) & Shade Cloth

Oraber Tracks. Al Varticol Blinds fire Not Created €qual

. CHRISTMAS
JUNO TRAC LIGHTING

SALE

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROI

SACEF SR IAS )

: | weLcOME WAGONcall, . Sz Shade Cloth Tues Alum, XXX .

. As your Hostess, It's my job to help you Wa. & Hat. { Rog. R Fog. ow IEITM now WGH 0 APPROX 49 o/ OFF

. make the most of your new nelg 84x84 1W | 314.00 [fI 250.00 XN 227.00 219.00 . LIST
: hoed. Our shopping areas. Community 97x84 1W | 356.00 292.00 ICTXCN 256,00 ¥ 24600 . . PRICE
;| tacts to save yggotfrlnn; and monoy. Flus e 105x54 1 | 404.00 JE LN 390.00 AT 262,00 JETROY 201.00 . S SALE ENDS JAN. 12

: | basket of giits for your famlly. I'i be 87x84 2W_| 324,00 IIEREN 267.00 SFYALY235.00 226,00

: listening for your call, 100x84 2W | 365.00 301.00 BUFITY 264.00 | 253.00 ou

. 112x84 2w | 408.00 337.00 BTLRR 265.00 JEISTH 253.00 JIE

: 119x84 2w | 430.00 RETI 353.00 [FRLYEN 208.00 BTTXN 296.00

No charges accepted — Previous ordors excludod. Qtfar oxpires Sat., Dec. 29, 1984,
OTHER CUSTOM SIZES AT €QUAL SAVINGS
NO FREIGHT o NO HANDLING CHARGES
Since 1969 * Mratunag ttattation & Dyniga Stree o) Maminl Charge

HALSTED & GRAND AIVER ORCHARD & 14 MILE CENTER

37041 Grand River Dady 9.30-6 00 30858 Orchard Lk, Ad Qaly 9°30 600
Farminglon Mon & Thyrs 930330 Farmington Hills  Mon & Thurs 2-30.8.30
Qpen Sun 12 00-4 00 313) 6264313 Open Sun 12.00-4 00

%ﬁw@@%

cevamaaribnas

313) 4783120

dropery._boutique

FROM BROSE *. HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM BROSE +




