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Bobbitt puts drive|
in MSU defense

fleld-Lathrup graduate, “As the sea-
son our defense became

Paul Bobbitt know hils job.
. "It depended on what kind of option
:they ran toward me,” sald the Michi.
gan State strong safety of the Army
" wishbone offense. “Baslcally, they
“ran the crack and load option, which
+Is the quarterback and running back
without lead blockers. I just covered
the g back.
- “I think we did hande it real well.
“It was as good a3 you can bandle 3
> wishbone. They're golng to get two or
yards.”
The Spartans were indeed rough
*defensively agalnst the No, 1 rushing
team In the natfon, Umiting the Ca-
dets ta 256 yards (they averaged 345.3
yards per game} In 71 running plays,
or 3.6 yards.per-carry. But It was
-Army that came out on top on the
scorcboard, 10-6, in the flrst-cver
Cherry Bowl.
- The MSU defense could hardly be
faulted for the loas, The Cadets had 15
more offenslve plays, thanks in part
to five Spartan turnovers (Army lost
the ball twlce).

BUT THAT'S not unusual, MSU's
opponents averaged 19 more plays
per game during the season.

That put a lot of pressure on the
Spartan defenders, They responded to
the challenge, however, carning a
great deal of credit for the team's
bowl Invite. .

In the minds of MSU backers, the
Spartan turnaround after a 1-3 start
came at Ann Arbor Oct. 6, when they
upset Michigan 19-7, But the week be-
fare, the defense bottled up Purdue In
2 13-10 loss. And an Oct. 20, the same
defenders limited Helsman Trophy
runner-up Keith Byars to 121 yards
rushing on 40 carries In a 23-20 loss to
Blg Ten cLamp Chlo State.

“We tightened up,” sald Bobbitt, a
sophomore athletically and a South-

more aware of the scheme.

“Urganization, responsibllity, disei.
pline play a blg part in our defense.
Alter a while, we were able to control
the run and pass just a little bit bet-
ter,”

ARMY'S WISHBONE attack was
the first such offense MSU faced this
season, but the Spartans effcctively
stulfed it. Army got just two flrst
downs in the opening quarter and six
In the first half. Its only touchdown
was the result of a 48-yard drive, sot
up by a Dave Yarema fumble.

“We were putting them In a sltua-
tion where it was second down and
long,” explained Bobbltt. The Spartan
safety also thought the defense forced
a few more Cadet fumbles than they
were credited for. i

“They did have a few others we got
cheated out of," Bobbitt sald, “The
rels called It the way they saw It. Un-
(or([l;nntcly. they dldn't call It for
MSU.”

‘What yards Army did gain with its
option attack were, for the most part,
away from Bobbitt. The Cadets cither
ran to the short side of the fleld —
Bobbitt was positioned on the wide
slde — or quarterback Nate Sassa-
man kept the ball rather than risk o
pitch to the back Bobbitt shadowed.
Sassaman was the leading rusher in
the game with 136 yards on 28 car-
ries.

“Igort of predlcted It would be like
that,” Bohbltt sald, “because they run
(the optlon) to the short side most of-
ten” .

DESPITE ARMY'S No. 1 nation-
wlide ranklng in rushing offense, Bob-
bitt was unlmfrused,

“Overall, I enfoyed myseld,” he
sald, “staying out at the Hilton, golng
to Greenfield Village, and meeling a
lot of alumni.

Pros nex

By 8cott Adler
stalf writer

Oh, what Vioce Bean could have done for Brig-
ham Young University. Or to BYU, if he only had
the chance.

Some say' Bean, a 1980 Southfield High School
grad, could have been the big-play man for the Uni-
versity of Michigan this season from his wide re-
celver spot but was never really afforded the op-
portunity, Some say he could bave caught twice as
many passes In his flve years at U-M if the Wolve-
rines ever threw the ball,

Desplte his ranking as the No. 4 all-tims recelver
in U-M history with 83 receptions, Bean was never
used as often as hls fans would have liked,

A sell-proclaimed possession receiver, Bean
caught 26 passes for 399 yards (a 15,3 average) and
2 touchdowns this year. He gained a totzl of 1,514
yards in his career with 7 touchdowna. He averaged
18,3 yards per catch.

“I'm more of a possession-type recelver than a
constant deep threat,” he sald. “But (in the Holiday
Bowl) BYU challenged us to throw it deep and I
wish we would've (thrown deep) roore than once.”

The Wolverines suffered yet another bowl defeat
last week, this time at the hands of top-ranked BYU
in San Diego, 24-17. In that game, Bean grabbed 8
passes for 46 yards,

ACCOBRDING TO BEAN, there was added pres-
sure oo U-M to perform well in the Hollday Bowl
because of its regular season record of 6-5.

“With our record In bowl games, there's always
Ppressure, especially thls year with our (regular sea.
——— ‘
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s00) record,” Bean sald, *It did have more meaning
this year because we had something to prove; that
we belonged there.”

Even though the Wolverines gave the Cougars a
:ough battle, Bean was still disappointed with the

people in sports

stop for Bean?

oas.

“I felt we were golng to win the game,” be sald,
“Even If we would'va lost by one polnt, It would
bave been dlsappointing. The prodblem this year
w3 we gave cverybody a battle to the wire, we just
came up short all the time, '

°I think they're No. 1,* Bean added about BYU.
“Not just because they beat us, but becauss they
won all thelr games. They're undefeated,”

What does the future hold for Bean, whoso stats
;:: I;npmalva, desplte playing for a running

m’
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“I haven't heard from any (NFL) teams directly,
but I've talked to a lot of agents,” Bean sald, *How
high T'll be drafted, I don't know, I definitely want
to leach, but I don’t think It's in my plans right out
of college,”

BEAN SAID he'd rather play in the NFL than
the USFL because “it'd be a lot more convenlent.”

“In the USFL, I'd bove to miss (outdoor) track
and not get my degree before I atarted playing,” he
sald. “I really want to get my degree (health and
physical education).”

Even though he was a recelver on a running
team, Bean said he enjoyed playlng for Schem-
bechler and loved attending U-M.

“It was a good cxperience playing for Bo and the
university is a great place,* Bean sald. *] learned a
lot from (Bo). I wouldn't have gone anywhere clse.”
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SPEND NEW YEAR'S EVE
WITH FM 104 WOMC
" AND DICK BARTLEY

New York’s Dick Bartley, host of RKO's Solid
Gold Saturday Night, is coming to Detroit.
Dick is ringing in the Motor City New Year
with an all-request oldies party. His show

will be live and exclusively for WOMC
listeners. The party starts at 8 p.m.,

‘Monday, New Year's Eve. Only on
FM 104 WOMC.
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