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The wool from Fabri-
cations Inc. of South-~
field, used on these
upholstered pieces,
is hand painted and
treated to insure per-
manence before
being sent to the
workshop for custom
upholstery, drapes
and pillows,

Staff photos by
Mindy Saunders

By Corinne Abait
staff wrltor

An idea which originated in Barbj
Goodman's interior design studio of
Southfield, The Colorworks Inc,, qulck-
ly led to the formation of a new compa-
ny.

Goodman and one of her assoclates,
Linda Berke, had been experimenting
with hand painting on wool for uphol-
stery and draperies,

After some three years of trial and
error, they perfected the technique,
formed Fabrications Inc. and now pro-
duce and distribute to the interior de-
3ign trade.

Goodman sald they found that a com-
binatlon of wool and nylon reacts best
to the paint which they developed
themselves.

Berke, a Southflelder, who also
tcaches painting at The Community
House of Blrmingham, said, “It's all
done wlth a brush, The fabric Is very
durable and when used for upholstery it

fine wool to fine art

net, raspberry and mauve along with
greens, grays and taupes on creamy
white wool.

However, for special orders any col-
or of paint can be used and the back-
ground color can also vary. Berke satd
she recently did a speclal order using
carth colors on a taupe background
with success.

Because Goodmen studled fabric de-
slgn and Berke is a Wayne State Uni-
versity graduate 1n finc arts, both are
knowledgeable in painting and design.
They are adept In the exacting prepa-
rallons which must be undertaken to

roduce the design accurately over the

ength of the fabric.

Berke sald she fInds six feet a work-
able length of fabric which Is also sult-
able for most upholstering projects.

Berke sald, “As far as [ know we're
the only ones in the country dolng this,
Barbf and I had deone some palnting on
ultra suede and I had been handpalnt-
Ing on cotton before this.*

Good:

has a soft look. It's better than hand-
painted canvas which crackles or
binds.”

When the painting Is completed, the
fabrlc I3 heat treated so the paint bonds
with the fabric and becomes perma-
nent,

Barbi Goodman, left, and Linda Berke select from their first col-
lection of upholstery and drapery fabrics now on the market

through area interior design studlos,

In the present Gallery Collection,
there are eight designs using three col-
ors cach with a total of 14 colors avail-
able — all subtle shades such as dubon-

sald, “It's exp be-
cause of the handpainting, but It's sell.
ing, so obviously people are seeing our
fabric as a plece of art.”

Lacally, the Gallery Collection of
Fabrications Inc. is available through
Walter Herz Interlors of Southfleld,
Gormans of Troy, Southfleld and Dear-
born and Perlmutter & Frelwald of
Franklin, along with des(gn studlos In
other cities — and, of course, The Co-
lorworks Inc. of Southfield,

Brothers win ‘Quest’ competition

Two Franklin student musicians, Robert and An-
drew Adelson, were winners in the Maccabees
“Quest For Excellence” grand finals at Orchestra
Hall last week,

Robert, 17, clarinetist, won the first prize schol-
arship of $5,000. Andrew, 15, obolst, won third prize
of §2,000.

Second prize of $3,000 went to Grosse Point vio-
linlst Kelly Leon.

Robert is a senlor at Cranbrook Schiool where An-
drew is a junior, Both brothers were accompanyed
on the pano by their mother, Joyce Adelson, a con-
cert pianist on the Qakland Universlty music facul-

1y,

In addltion to the $5,000 Robert will perform
with the Detrolt Symphony Civic Orchestra,

Due to the overwhelming response of the'liaten-
ers, Julius Pallooe, presldent of the Southfleld-
based Macceal Mutal Life Insurance Company,
sald that the “Quest For Excelience® will be held in
1985 and will include young artista from throughout
Michigan rather than just the metropolitan area.

AT 8 pm, Jan. 9,
WQRS-FM, will present the winners of the 13 seml-
finals in a one hour recital. .

Robert bas studied clarinet for seven years, His
teachers have included Sidney Forreat of the Pea-
body Conservatory; Frank Kowalsky of Interlochen
Arts Academy; Sarkls Halajias, Cranbrok Schools;
Peter Hadcock, Boston Symphony Orchestra; and
Peter Schmid! of the Vienna Philharmonle.

For two consecutlve years ho won the Jonathan
P. Cohen Memorial Scholarship for summer study
at Interlochen Music Camp where he was principal
:vlarlne! with the World Youth Symphony Orches-

a,

del left, and his broiher,

He was principal clarinet with the and
Livonia youth symphonics and last summer attend-
ed Tanglewood's young artist program in Massa-

Aobart, performed with their Zephyr

plcture Andrew is just about to say some-
thing to Kelth Kieckner, Oakiand Univer-

By Benlta Bornatein
spocial writer

The four-person exhibltion at Ru-
blner Gallery is an exploration of
media and iImagery — photographer
Ernestine Ruben's studles of the
nude, sculptor Glen Michaels' small
bronzes and drawings, Carol Aron-
son’s drawlings and paintings of
clrcus themes, and Dcborah Su-
dran’s nature paintings.

Ruben arrived at Rubiner Gallery
after a successful one-woman show
at Bateau Lavolr in Poris. A new in-
terest in dance is finding cxpression
in a commlssion she recelved from
the city of Paris for the Museumn of
Modern Art in which she will create
an awdiovisual piece with origlnal
music.

Ruben sees photography much
llke choreography, the capturing of
a moment and freezing it on film.

The nude photographs at Rubiner
Gallery appear to be more evoca-
tive of photegrapher Edward Wes-
ton. The sensual angles of the bod-
les, the lights and darks eliclt a soft
sculptural quality. The turns and
curves of the Ruben, nude bring new
;i.lmcnslnns and insight to the human

orm.

RUBEN LIVES In Princeton,
N.J., and New York. In addition to
free-lancing, she s instructor of

at the
Center of Photography, New York,
Her work can be seen in many publl-
cations as well as in

Imagery —
4 viewpoints

throughout the world,
1t isn't possible to live in the De-
troit area without a

MINOY BAUNDSR'SII!IN anM
Wall p! by Glen Micha-

Glen Michaels sculpture, His many
area commissions (to name just a
few) include: Henry Ford Memorial
Library, Shaarey Zedek Synagogue,
Gordon Scott Memorial Hall of Ba-
sle Medlcal Sctence, SS. Kresge
Foundation, Detroit General Hospi-
tal, St. James Episcapal Church in
Birmlngham.

In addition to the Detrolt Institute
of Arts, hls work s also included tn
the private collections of such not-
ables as W. Hawklns Ferry, Law-
rvence A, Flelschman of New York
and Frank Lloyd Wright.

Michacls’ works In the current ex-
hibltion are strongly architectural.
In No. 6861, the sculpture [s bullt on
a we armature, layered with
small tiles, brass nalls, old type seis
and small pieces of painted wood.
‘The top has a rhythmic fluld quallty,
first designed fn a wax mold and
then cast in bronze.

Michaels’ drawings form an inter-
esting contrast to his sculpture —
whoreas the sculpture is “hard as
nails,” the smudged quality of the
black and white drawings offers
soltness and gentleness,

THE STRONG architectural and
geometric regularity In Carol Aron-
son's drawings and palntings is nice-
1y justaposed to Michaels' works,

The circus acrialists form & mus-
cular tension agalnst the squared
grlds, nets, wires, ropes and tent
stripes, creating a system of spatlal
relationships. Formerly a classical
dancer, Aronson brings this sensc of
balance and proportion to her work.

In n personal statement, Aronson
says, “These drawings are state-
ments about artistic tension and bal-
ance. The aerialists are artlsts pre-
carlously balanced between the ex.
tremes of life and death, pes

els incorparates a varlety of
materials, Including tiles, nalls
and cast bronze sculpture with-
in the eculpture near the top.
The elements are assembled to
suggest motion, flow of line and
dellance of gravity In the thrust
of the work.

review

sity of New Hampshlre, Aronson
completed her bachelor of fine arts
at Boston Universlty and returned
to her native Chleago and the Uni-
versity of Chicago for graduate
work in humanlties.

Thls year she has had a one-wom-
an show at Pindar Gallery in New
York as well as being selected for
incluslon in the Butier Institute's
48th Annual, the Marietta National.

SUDRAN'S densely packed nature
paintings bring a colarful contrast
to the more subdued works of the
other artists. Using photography as
a starting point, Sudran enlarges
and exaggerates nature In what can
best be termed *up-beat.”

In the ol on canvas, *Autumn
Current 3," the flowers are-jewel-
like, emeralds, rubles and topaz
buds swept away in the deep mid-
night-blues of the moving current.
Even the golden-colored dried
:Ieravm and seaweed retaln a sense of

{8

Sudran studled at the University
of Michigan. She has had several
solo exhibltlons as well ‘as group
shows throughout the country, Her
work is In numerous private as well

and chaos”

It is Interesting that Aronson's
colors are softly pastel given the cx-
tremes of the subject and the abarp
garish colors normally assoclated
with the clrcus,

Currently assistant professor of
drawing and palnting at the Univer-

as such as
Exxon, Xerox, IBM, AT&T and
Pfizer Inc.

Rublner Gallery is at 7001 Or-
chard Lake, West Bloomfield, The
exhibition continues through Jan. 5.
Gallery hours are 10 am. to 5:30
p.m. Tuesday-Friday, until $ pm.
Saturday.

Winds chamber group on the OCakland
[]

chusetts, He plans to become an musl-
clan,

Andrew has studied oboe for seven years. His
teachers include John Snow and Robert Sorton of
the Detrolt Symphony Orchestra; James Ostrynlec,
principal oboe, Baltimore Symphony; and Robert

In this

slty vice president for scademic affairs
and provost, who attended.

G School orchestra and band. He Is cur-

Krause, principal oboe, Amarillo

Androw bas performed wth the Livenis Youth
Symphony, the World Youth Symphony at Interlo-
chen, the Interlochen All-State Orchestra and the

rently princlpal oboe with the Detrolt Symphony
Civic Orchestra,

‘.

Father and son builders
receive several awards

Two members of Robertson Bros, Co.  total, more than 2,000 resldences

of Bloomfleld Hills gathered several

awards {rom thelr peers this month.
Paul C. Roberison Jr. was clected

president of the Builder's Asgoclation

His most frequently honored duim
are In Adams Woods, Bloomfield Hills;
Bingham Woods, Bingham Farms;

of Southeastern Michigan shortly after  Charnwood Forest in the Park; and on-
rmingham, Troy

the same group made elr uoani-
mous cholce for Bullder of the Year,
His father, Paul C. Robertson Sr.,

ation Hall of Fame. This honor was giv:
ea In view of the innovative styllng he-
brought to the community during 40

was Inducted Into the Bullder’s An!oql--[: o

8
20
“¥id Robertson, secretary of Robertson

going projects In Bl

Bloom{ield Hills and B

ship. !, gy
{1

years of bullding single-family houses, Bros., Is also active in the Bullder's As-

vondominlums and cluster houses — in

soclation of Southeastern Michigan,



