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Holiday cheer:
a look at 1984

VERYBODY ELSE on the sports staff has
had thelr say at the end of 1984, so here
goes some New Year's Resolutions for
myself and Observerland sportsters.

There's been a lot of criticlsm of referees
during the past year. Now It's time to praise some
of the better ones.

1 wish Garden City’s Bob Dropp would wina
state baseball title the way Emii Majeski dld at
‘Thurston last year.

Ihaven't scen the Stevenson basketball team
yet, but I hope they're playing with the
enthuslasm of a Magle Johnson.

You've got to feel for Plymouth Salem boys
basketball cozch Bob Brodie, who took over for
Fred Thomann, It's quite an adjustment and I
hope the people at Salem realize thal. The fans
bave to have patience.

With the closing of Bentley, hopefully Tom
Lang will be coachlng a varslty glrls basketball
team soon in Livonta. He should be a No. 1
pricrity when a vacancy appears,

AFTER BEING NO. 2 In the state last year, the
Stevenson glrls volleyball team should have only
one thing on their minds this year: No. 1.

Ihope the Farmington Harrison fans support
thelr football team next year lke they have the
past four years with John Mlller.

Tom Niemt honored his two-year commitment
at Livonia Bentley so I hope he goes out a winner
{he’s 2-2 so far). Then T hope ke’s a No. 1 priority
In Livonia when a boys basketball coaching
vacancy appears.

Farmington's football team shouldn't rest ona
6-3 season. The Falcons can be better In 1985,

Hope to see Mike Teachman's Harrison
basketball team challenglng for the Western
Divislon slde of the Western Lakes Conference.
That victory over Salem could do wonders.

Wouldn't it be nice to see Beatley go out a
winner and capture a team state title? Is the girls
soccer team lis g?

How about Livenla’s Al Iafrate (and Toronto
Maple Leaf) on the All-NHL Rookie Team?

NOW FOR some of the crimes,
disappolntments and odditles of 1984,

How could Observerland football coaches leave
off Catholie Central wide recelver Ron Wandzel,
Bentley safety Pat Schnteder, and Fraokiin
lineman Doug Sutter from the All-Observer first
team? Show 'em in college, fellas!

More sadly, a Garden City football team went
7-2 and didn't place anybody on the flrst team,
and only one on the second team.

‘The blggest helst of the year, however, was the
way the Western Lakes Conference raided the

gue, Garden
City and Redford Unlon. Enough said.

It was sad to hear that two Thurston softball
players were fighting on the on-deck clrele ina
game last spring.

1t was sad to see that Redford Bishop Borgess
and Farmington Harison couldn't win a girls
basketball game. Hang In there, Mlke Resmer and
Gary Sine.

1t was also disappalnting to see a talented John
Glenn girls basketball team Jose In the first round
of the dlstricts.

‘What a crime to see such well respected
coaches Fred Thomann, Brian Gilles and Tem
Williams step down in Plymouth because the
administrators wouldn't give them the support
they needed.

Waxn't it ridiculous to watch the state high
school football playoffs belng played in the mud?

1t was sad to see that All-Observer running
back Fred Owens play only three games his senfor
year after going down with a knee Injury,

It was & crime that Bishop Borgess guard Joe
Gregory was left off the first team in the All-
Observer balloting for boys basketball,

ENOUGH ABOUT the bad things, How about
the good things that came my way.

‘Watching little David Lee of Garden City
‘battling the glants on the football fleld was
something to behold.

' What nice touch having the Observer-Eccentric
All-Star Girls Soccer Game for the second
stralght year, even without a P.A. system.

What a job Fred Qwens, Chuck Gregory and Co,
piit on at the Observerland Track Relays. Hats off
80 to Fred Price and his Churchill staff for

running the meet,

+ It was great to watch a girls basketbal] team
overachieve like the Franklin girls basketball
team did, I'll taka people like Jill Phillips,
Carolyn 8mith, Gayle Cheadle, Kris Lovich and
Tracy on my team any time.

&Y;ht about the job Tim Newman turned In as

baskethall coach at Franklin? Not bad for a

young coach,
. And how about Andy Rama, the CC
sharpahocter In soccer? What a great season be
turned In, capped by a berth in the prestiglous
Dapper Dan Classic,
WHAT A GREAT decision Schoolcraft's Carlos
Briggs (the natlon's leading junior college scorer)
tmade by going to Baylor. The Boars, 5-28 last
Eonfercace inscoring 233 pobispot amms.
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“Hello, is Paul Petersen home, please?”

“No, Paul won't be back till later on tonlght.
He's out skilng.”

Skilng?

Paul  Petersen, the most successful
swimmer ever to come out of Piymouth Can-
ton High, out skiing?

What's golng on? Last time we checked,
Paul was swimming for Indlana Unlversity —
perhaps the most prestigious swim school in
the land.

What in the world ls he doing skllng in the
mlddle of swim season?

The answer was slmple. Paul Petersen the
swimmer no longer swims. He skls, he llfts
welghts, but more Importantly, he studles —
he's finlshing up his undergraduate studies at

Perhaps at thls time next ycar we'll be call-
ing him Paul Petersen, the investment broker
(he's a finance major) or Paul Pctersen, the
would-be dentist (he’s applying for dental
school).

For certain, though, Paul Petersen is not
your average run-of-the-mill 22-year-old col-
lege senjor.

HE GREETS you with a warm smile and a
firm handshake. His appearance Is that of a
corporate exccutive on hls day off. He wears
deslgner jeans, shirt and sweater upon his
atocky, muscular physique. His serlous, alert
expression and receding halrline seem to eon-
tradict his actual age. There ks a look of matu-
ity abeut him, a look of success.

Indeed, he is mature beyond his years. And,
he has known success in nearly every phase of
those years.

Yet, he has also tasted failure and disap-
polntment. He shrugs those off with a simple,
“I'd rather not dwell on that.”

In 1972, at age 10, Petersen set a natlonal
AAU swim record in the 100-yard
breaststroke. At age 12, he retalned his No. 1
natlonal ranking in the breaststroke, as well
as galning national rankings In every other
cvent.

Ex-All American still

‘When I first got there It was
hard, | wasn’t winning the
races. That was different. It
was kind of an eys-opener.
1t made me realize how
much harder I had to work.

HIs success contlnued in high school. In his
Junlor year he was state champ in two events,
the 100 butterfly and the 100 breaststroke. He
was named All-American in the breaststroke,
He led the Chlefs to Western Six champlon-
ships in both his junior and senjor seasons.

His prep achicvements weren't limited to
the pool. He excelled In the classroom as well,
He was named the top scholar-athlete fn 1980,
his senijor year,

PETERSEN COULD have gone to any col-
lege he wanted. Scholarship offers were nu-
merous. But, he chose Indiana University, a
schoo) that did not offer him a scholarshlp.
Why? Because IU was the best.

“Of course, they have the great tradition,”
he sald. “Coach Doc Counsllman, the best
coach in the country, recrulted me out of high
school, I like the campus, I liked the school
and I liked the swim program. It was cvery-
thing Eenvisioned college to be like.”

Not such a tough cholce after all, wag 1t?
But the adjustment it forced upon Petersen
was Intense. He had been the star all his life.
Suddenly, he was one of 40 others trying to
make a swim team,

“When I first got there it was hard,” he said,
“1 would make all the workouts, but I wasn’t
winning the races. That was different. It was
kind of an eye-opener. It made me realize bow
much harder 1 had to work. But, I was up to
it”

1t took just two months before Petersen was
swimming with IU's best.

“When I say I was able to keep up, I mean,
everybody on the team ls capable of winning a
Blg 10 champlonshlp. That's how tough every-
body Is,” he said.

Petersen never became the “star” at JU. He
never expected to. He was just one of 40 guys
on the IU swim team. In fact, although the
team was Big 10 runner-up in his freshman
and sophomore years and champlons in his

Michael Bashara, 7, of Livonla

Tournament at Wonderlal

- Intently as his bali winds down the lane

In the third annual Open Junior Bowling
nd Lanes. The
svent, held Thuraday and Friday, drew

iho event, sponsored by

poar In the Thursday edition.

Livonia VFW
3841, Pro Am Bowling and Trophy Sales
and the Observer Newspapers, wili ap-
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winning -

Junlor year, he never swam in the Big 10 con-
ference meet.

“THAT'S KIND of a strange thing. The Blg
10 allows each team to take just 18 swimmers
to the league meet. I think it's a bad rule, Any-
way, the coach never chose me.”

Disappointed? Sure. Bitter? No way.

“Even though I never swam at the blg meet,
1'was stlll part of the team,” he sald. And say-
Ing you swam at IU is the oqulvalent to saying
you played basketball at UCLA under John
Wooden,

“I was able to swim with some of the best
swimmers in the world,” he said. “I have no
regrets at all. I'm just happy I was able to be
on the team.”

Yet, Petersen left the swim team after his
Jjunior year. He was nearing the end of his un-
dergraduate studles In finance and he had be-
gun to take on a pre-dentistry curriculum on
top of it. He was beginnlng to doubt whether
he could devote all the time needed for both -
his studles and his swimming.

“You can’t make a living from swimming
and I knew that,” he sald. *] was at school to
get an education. That was my top priority.*

STILL, HE began the scason with the team,
He had hurt his knce playing Intramural foot-
ball and it began to nag him, slow him down.
He decided to glve up swimming.

“Yeah, it was tough to give it up. I had been
swimming slnce I was seven,” he said, “But, I
keep active. I don’t miss it too much. I cer-
talnly don't mlss getting up at 6 a.m. for work-
outs. I do miss winning, though, I miss the
feeling of getting psyched for the big meet
and winning.*

Paul Petersen could have gone to any other
school in the midwest and been a star. He
could have gone to any other Big 10 schoal
and competed in the conference meet. But, he
chose to attend IU — and, without fanfare,
without headlines, without winning a Big 10
championshlp, he has groomed himself for a
successful career. Paul Petersen, the ex-
swimmer, has done all right.

“T'll see you guys later,” he sald. *I'm lcav-
:ng tomorrow for Vail (Colorado). Golng ski-
ng.”

CC humiliated
in tournament

ketball team.

didn’t play tonight.”

Ing of Stan Stolz,
"We came In with a purpose

good shot selection.

more we were able to run."

deadly shooting.

and 33-14 at the half,

outscared the Shamrocks, 22-9,

Holowicki
afterw:

<

It had to be a slecpless, restless
Thursday night at the Sheraton Hotel
for the Redford Catholic Central bas-

The Skamrocks rode into the Lansing
Eastern Holiday Tournament with high
hopes and a perfect 3-0 record. And
surcly Lhe Shamrocks would be meet-
ing clther host Lansing Eastern or
perenntal Ohio power Toledo St. Fran-
cls in Friday's champlonship game,

But coach Bernle Holowicki and hls
CC cagers found little camfort in Capl-
tol Clty as Okemos handed the Sham-
rocks 2 humiliating 88-41 defeat.

Longtime CC followers may be hard
pressed to find the last time their bas-
ketball team was beaten by 47 points.

“This is the worst defeat since I've
been here at Catholic Central and may-
be the worst I've ever had in coaching,”
said a distraught Holowickl. “CC is a
proud school and I'm & proud coach,
but some guys who wore the jersey

IT’S NOT tLhat CC took Okemos light-
ly. The Chleftains have a pretty good
track record, winnlng two Class B
champlonshlps under the expert coach-

because
we were playing a much publlclzed
team and a much publicized player
(John Mclntyre)” 2ald Stolz. “We
played under control. We showed good
polse and good patlence, and we had

"The more the game went on, the

Okemos tore apart CC's vaunied
match-up zone defense with steady
ball-bandling, pinpolnt passing and

The Chleftalns, who had no speclal
defense planned for the high scoring
Mclntyre, led 18-8 after onc quarter

Okemos continually broke CC's full-

Ing most of the fourth quarter, Okemos

v

basketball

team they've seen. The blggest thing is
that there was no hunger element.

“They beat us in cvery phase of the
game. We've always done well in the
mateh-up (defense), but we dldn't have
people In the spots, We the let ball get
Inslde.”

Nine playcrs scared for Okemos, led
by 8-foot-4 forward Scott Schewe, who
paced all scorers with 20 polnts. Rich
Holden, a 6-4 junior making his first
start, added 15, Scott Layman and
guard Tim Kirksey added 13 and 10,
respectively,

Okemos showed its proficlency In the
shooting department, hitting 32 of 41
{ree throws. Schewe was 12 of 12,

Although the University of Detroit-
bound Mclntyre led CC with 14 polnts,
15 below his scoring norm, ft was prob-
ably his worst outing as a prep player
# e made just 7 of 22 shots from the

loor,

But the 6-4 senfor was not alone in
futility as his tcammates, with the ex-
pection of reserve Kevln Rukat (9
points), seemed equally troubled, mak-
n;gubad declsions and blowing casy
shots.

“WERE golng to have to reassess
some things,” sald Holowickl, “I'm em-
barrassed. I just hope I don't sound as
bad as Tdo.”

Addlng Insult to finjury, Okemos
came Into the game with losses to Class
B Durand and Class C Lansing Catholic
Ceatral, and was missing its leading
scorer, Bl Ralls. .

“I was absolutely shocked by the

score,” sad Stolz. “We were just hoping -
ttg hal;e a good game, but the kids came .
win. .

*“This is the first game where we've

. o court press n the third quarter tobuild  played zone. But I'm determined that
DANDEAN/eiaftobotographer | 0n'in P dible 66-32 lead. we've got ta play man-to-man at some
point during the season,
h ages 8 47. Results of Even with the benchwarmers play-

“We're young, and we're just not
there yet. But we played well tonlght. I
think we'll jell by January,”

The ways things went Thursday
night, January came early for Okemos,

“WE DIDN'T REBOUND a lck,*
sald. "The referees told me
that we were the poorest



