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Zinfandels: crisp, clean,

It was really not very long ago that
the drinking of off-white wines (roses,
as they were called) was consldered
bad form by wine enthusiasts. Ang for

reason; they tended, all of them,
to be light, rather sweet and insipld
things. *

‘Things began to change less than a
decade ago when Caltfornia winemak-
ors began to moke off-whites from
premium varietal grapes and labelled
them s0. Usvally the word rose was not
used but the ldea was the same.

There developed a trend to use Hght-
1y pressed red grapes, allowing only a
 minimum of skin contact (where a
" wine's color comes) to produce a light,
slightly sweet wine of some distinction.

THEN, In the late 1970s, when wine
drinking became Increasingly popular
and white wines replaced the cocktall,
the movement accelerated. And there
was another reason,

The movement to increased wine
consumption in our nation has been
mostly a white one, leaving a decreas-
Ing demand for most red wines, espe-
clally Zlnfandel. The volume of that
grape In the ground, already producing,
had to be dealt with. And so It was, us-
ing huge quantitles to produce what has
become a national varietal favorite,
White ZInfandel wine,
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© Watson

probably kept hundreds of acres of Zln-
Tande! grapes from belng replaced with
white grapes today.

ALL OF THE ABOVE is an extended

are tremendous. He can sell the pr;d-
uct readlly at a sound proflt; it con-

way of that the 1984 crop
of White Zinfandels is rapidly appear-
ing on local wine shelves and has been

ten, there are at least 10 of them to
date, and more will follow, probably by
the time you read this.

Agaln, just a couple of months ago
these were stlll grapes, Most were har-
vested In September, crushed and

Pinot Nolr, Cabernet and especially
ZInfande] were used.

sumes his grapes, and he can produce it
cheaply. Indced, Its popularity has

for the last month or so. As of early
December, when this column was writ-

ferented within a few days. They were
In thelr bottles by Oct. 1 and shipped by
Nov, 1,

what’s at the movies

No slow uglng, 5o use of expensive
oak to add complexity, no taking up
precious and expensive storage space,
no Inventory taxes pald {o the state of
Callfornia. And selling for about $8 a
bottle, as most of them do, they repre-
sent good turnaround for the winemak-
ers.

IT IS DIFFICULT to compare White
Zlnhmdels, the similarities are greater
than the differcuces. Al tend to be
Iruity, slightly sweet and low In alco-
hol. However, recent trials with all 10
of those fust issued revealed these at-
tributes,

The two lssues from Beringer, one
under thelr own name with a Napa ap-
pellation, Is the crispest, cleanest and

most elegant of the whole group. Its -
ermance

companion, under the Los Hi
label, comes only in a 1,5-liter bottle at
the same price as the parent ssue.

The jug is a transparent thing, lack-
Ing in flavors and essence, a simple
quaif. Low In alcohol and character but

AMADEUS (PG). Superb renditlon of Mozart's life
with Tom Hulce and F. Murray Abraham. Di-
rected by Milos Forman.

BEVERLY HILLS COP (R). Eddle Murphy s funny,
b'l:l Detroit comes off second best [n thls cop
show,

BREAKIN' 2 (PG). The TKO crew from “Breakin'™
does it again.

BROTHER FROM ANOTHER PLANET (Unrated
but probably PG-13). Humorous and clever, as
black extraterrestrial slave escapes and lands in
Harlem. Marred by murky conclusion,

CHOOSE ME (R), Comedy about radio talk shows
and other things, with Genevleve Bujold, Keith
Carradine and Lesley Ann Warren.

A CHRISTMAS STORY (PG). Set in carly 1940s.
Young boy dreams of ownlng Red Ryder rifte.

CITY HEAT (PG). Clint Eastwood and Burt Rey-
nolds combine forces as a cop and private eye In
this free-wheeling film set In 1933 Kansaa City.

THE COTTON CLUB (R}, Splashy but disappolnting
cpic about Harlem nightclub during Prohibltion.
Richard Gere, Dlanc Lane, Gregory Hines and
good supporting cast. Directed by Francls Ford
Coppela.

DUNE (PG-13). Cast of thousands in epic flick based
on Frank Herbert's scl-fi classle, Okay but disap-
polnting.

8018, LAPEER RD.
LAKE ORION
FOR THE LAST DINNER
OF THE YEAR —

YOU DESERVE THE BEST
Strolling Musicians and
Complimentary Glass of
Champagne with Dinner at

VANNELLI RESTAURANT.

Reservations Recommanded

FLAMINGO KID (Ratlng unavailable). High school
graduate’s summer vacation before college. A
very busy summer, with Matt Dlllon, Richard
Crenna and Jesslea Walter.

THE GODS MUST BE CRAZY (PG). Nomadlc

tribesman discovers Coke bottle and belleves it's
a magie tallsman. Comedy from South Africa.

JOHNNY DANGEROUSLY (PG-13). Honest John
Kelly jolns the underworld and becomes Johnny
Dangeroudly, With Michael Keaton, Joe Piscopo,
Maureen Stapleton and Dam DeLulse,

MICKI AND MAUDE (PG-13). Dudley Moore winds

up in trouble with Amy Irving and Ann Relnking.
Directed by Blake Edwards.

OH, GOD! YOU DEVIL (PG). George Burns Is back
{or his third try as God. He does a pretty good
job for an amateur, Enjoyable comedy.

PINOCCHIO (G). Disncy's animated feature about a
ooden puppet who dreams of becoming a real

CELEBRA

Celebrate the many good tastes of the
Mon Jin Lau on New Year's Eve

“Our regularmenu at regular prices:
Noisemakers, balloons, favers for Midnight Celebra
Share our good taste with a friend.

QN JN (p

Mandarin » Szechwan » Hunan » Cantonese
Exotic Spirits
Maple Rd. at Stephenson Hwy. «
- 68 3.

T(cy .

PLACES IN THE HEART (PG). Sally Field as
young widow, In Depression Texas years, faced
with supporting herself and two young children.

PROTOCOL (Rating unavailable). Goldle Hawn as
‘Washingten, D.C,, cocktail waltress who gains in-
ternatlonal attention with Chris Sarandon.

. MOVIE RATING GUIDE
-G General audlences. All ages admitted.

PG Parcntal guldance suggested. Some material
may not be suitable for pre-teenagers,

G-13 “Parents are strongly cautioned to give spectal
guldanee for attendance of chlldren under 13.
Some material may be inappropriate for young
chitdren,

R Restricted. Under 18 requires accompanylng
pareni or guardlan,

X Nooneunder 18 admitted.
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g Mandarin & Szechuen %

% Chinese-Korean Cuisine Y
NOW SERVING COCKTAILS,

%E IMPORTED CHINESE’ & JAPANESE
BEER, HAWAIIAN STYLE EXOTIC ﬁ
COCKTAILS

CHINESE NEW YEAR OX
FEB.20,1985 .
Serving Chinese New Year Gourmet
Special From Feb. 11 - Feb. 28
‘Weekdays Only
Reservations Required
Min. 4 persons In party

+ BUSINESS LUNCHEONS
% *» BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
+ OPENSEVEN DAYS
% « GARRY QUT
31539 West 13 Mile Road
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most (It hes a superlor
companlon, an "84 White Cabernet, one

with excellent frult and color.)
THE ONLY OTHER Napa property

(O)7A

elegant and about $6

to issue a White Zinfandel is Sutter
Home. They have made and will sell
one million cases of the stuff. It is a
aweet, orangey thing, made to appeal
to the most {nexperienced wine drink.
er. I am thankful that my sample of
this was free 50 I did not seem to en-
courage them into making more of this
next year,

From the Sierra foothills region In
castern Callfornia, home of some of its
finest Zinfandel grapes, come four ls-
sues,

Santino, Shenandoah, Stevenot and
Amador Foothill all produce sound
wines, any of which is worth the invest-
meat. Of the group, the last was per-
baps the most satlsfying for frult, the
Santino for overall scope. The Shenan-

doah has the highest alcohol content, at
12.5, of any.

l-‘lnally. there are [ssues from De-
Loach (Sonoma) and McDowell (Mendo-
¢ino). Both are lovely wines, both show-
Ing 2 bit more class than the foothill-
based issues.

All are about $8 per bottle and are
good replacements for white table .
wines, and any, except Sutter Home,
g:uld grace a holiday table with dis-

ction.

FOR HEALTHY
BABIES...

Singles Dance Parties
By North Metro Singles

{_NO MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED |

Fri. & Sat. Nites {Wed. Starting Jan. 9)

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
Cold Cut Buf,: et, Chum agne,

stron, PEKING HOUSE RESTAURANT
'::"n::ﬂon wifh 215 S WASHINGTON s ROYAL OAK
¥ ' Bk Southwest of 114 Main St.
good prenatal care. ﬂmumc«-n 1250 Por

Noise Makers, Top D.

dp MorchotDimes

NOW

MONEY MACHINE
TALLY HALL

‘THE BEST

NEW YEAR’S PARTY
IN TOWN!
» Open Bar All Evening »
9p.m.til &
* Gourmet Buffet» Funny Hatse
» Noise Makerse
« Continental Breakfast Before
You Go Homee
» Dancing to the Music of The
‘“Musicmakers”

-8882
l!lllIIIIIIJ‘_ ALL FOR
NEW YEAR'S EVE GALA T S ony 30
8:00 p.m. - 3:00 a.m. I R PER PERSON
Complete Dinner includes: H— 7. s = (you pay no morei)
. Soup M1 &2 \& For Reservatlons or Info
. E',""ME' igk:? . 53 50?, H—| Afl American Cuisine Res:nurnnt oaLL 534-2830
Eg‘no:wp (Tip and Tax : HaJro ::lt plfial:oe ‘l”‘;aY:'afioil}:?vem BONNIE BROO
. Foad Sy moxceq” [ g Y P GOLF CLUB
[ Splitof person |2— Seating at 5 p.m., 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Dancing with “BACKSTAGE" 1 Early seating includes glass of Champagne Telograph Rd.
Entertainment from 7 p.m. « Reservations Just South of
{STOWYAN'S NN WEST BLOOMFIELD El'l;'“ Milo
h Ad. .
\ seart 261- 550? 6066 West Maple Road * (313) 851.8880
A
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