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Karen Allen and Jeff Bridges star in
“Starman,” director John Carpenter's
film about a friendly alien who accepts

Carpenter’s

the Voyager Il Space Probe's invitation
to visit earth. The film, rated PG, is at
neighborhood theaters.

‘Starman’

brings out the best in us
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“Starman™ has been off-
handledly as “E.T.” for adults. That s a mistak-
encd [nterpretation of director John Carpenter's
a very well-made and entertatning {llm.

When the Starman (Jeff Bridges) approaches
carth, having learned earth languages from the
U.N. Secretary-General's welcome broadcast to
extra-terresirtals from the Voyager II Space
Probe, he is promptly shat down by the accurate
but xenophoblc rocketry of the U.S. Air Force
and a shadowy government burcau for extra-
terrestrlal contact.

THE ALIEN'S craft crashes near the [solated
Wisconsin home of recently widowed Jenny
Hayden (Karen Allen) and the allen clones him-
self to look Ilke her dead husband. This provides
qulte a shock to the widow Hayden.

The alien has three days to rendezvous with
his mother ship at Meteor Crater in Arlzona.
Much against her will, Jenny drives him to Arl-
zona. They are pursued by the hordes of offlcial-
dom, led by government agent George Fox —
actor Richard Jaeckel at his bureacratic best.

THE REAL charm of “Starman” is not the
plot line but the way in which the story Is told
and the sprightly and whimsical ways in which
Jenny and the alien interact during thelr 2,000-
mile odyssey. .

Jenny's Inltial shock and fear turn to love and
concern as this alicn belng who rescmbles her
dead husband learns to interact with humans
and as he expresses the best of human attrib-
utes: love and concern for one's fellow crea-
tures.

Jenny Hayden and the allen Starman are
warm, caring Individuals whose relationship
blossoms under stress.

The realistie understatement of thelr difflenlt
Journey and Jenny’s shock In coming to grips
with such an unusual situation project more nat-
vral human characters than we usually sce on

the movies

- Dan
Greenberg

screen, partieularly In sclence fictlon.
.

UNLIKE *DUNE” and *“2010," *Starman”
wisely conflnes most of its visual displays to
lighting shifts. It is not at al! remarkable that
contemporary audiences recognize a pulsating
bluish-white light as indlcative of something su-
pernatural.

Such a visval technique Is particularly effec-
tive when the actors project a reallstic sense of
character. In “Starman” Jeff Bridges does ft
with a vaguely middie-European accent and a
halting delivery, as if he were in shock,

This s quite appropriate under the circum-
stances, with his having crash-landed and as-
sumed a new body.

“STARMAN" also features some intelligent
and nlcely understated discusslon of the human
role in the vasiness of the unlverse. One govern-
ment agent is more Interested In learning about
extra-terrestrials then in capturing them,

He ly conveys his for in-
vestigating the unlverse’s potentlal, as opposed
to the others' manla to control.

“Starman,” “Dune” and “2010,” among the
leading current sci-fi films, are motlvated by
the messlanic message of the season. All three
present the Christian message of peace on carth
through the good offices of a super being.

In *Dunc” and “Starman® the messlah [s °

ituatl

P n a but barn
of woman. Particularly in *Starman” the paral-
lels to Christ's story are very close. In both cas-
€3, orthodox Christianity may be offended but, in
“Starman,” there is a redeenilng feature.

THE WARMTH, humor and realism of “Star-
man” provide pleasant entertainment and a pos-
itive message about the best characteristics of
humanlty and other creatures as well, “Star-
man” should brighten your holiday season.

Best wishes for a healthy, peaceful New Year!

Karen Allen Is kidnapped by the alien,
Jeft Bridges (left), and forced to drive
him to Arizona’s Meteor Crater. Along
thelr 2,000-mile odyssey, however, they
fall in love In “Starman.”

VOTED
DETROIT'S #1
SUNDAY BRUNCH*

*Metropolitan Detroit Magazine Reader’s Poll
November ‘84 issue

And only %7.75 Children 7 and under 4,95
Served from 10to 2 p.m.

Kingsley Inn §

1475 N. WOODWARD
Just S. of Long Lake Road « Bloomfield Hills « 642-0100

A

ERS.
SPECIAL WINTER/SPRING
SAVINGS

1985 CRUISES
Save from 2200 - *1000

CARNIVAL « SITMAR » ROYAL
VIKING » NCL + SUN LINES
* PRINCESS « ROYAL
CARIBBEAN + CUNARD
* QE I« HOLLAND AMERICA
I FREE enroliment In our elito Caplains Table

Cruisg Club on alf 1984-85 Cruise bookings.

SANDERS TRAVEL CONSULTANTS
Fscad Sevice
23230 Orchard Lake Rd, « Farmington Hills
For Reservations

CALL 855'2620 un?s'rsr

“SPEND NEW YEAR'S EVE
 WITH FM 104 WOMC
_AND DICK BARTLEY

New York's Dick Bartley, host of RKO's Solid
Gold Saturday Night, is coming to Detroit.
Dick is ringing in the Motor City New Year
‘with an all-request oldies party. His show
will be live and exclusively for WOMC
listeners. The party starts at 8 p.m.,
Monday, New Yeai's Eve. Only on
FM 104 WOMC.
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