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Hills, sc

rift lingers
over tax plan

By Jean Adamczak
statt writer

The blg guns from the Farmington
school board will converge on Farm.
Ington Hills Clty Hall tonlght at 7:30 to
protest a city tax plan.

Led by School Trustee Richard Wal-
lace, the board officlals will speak
agalnst a city-planned financing
scheme to make improvements along
the 12 Mile corridor In Farmington
Hilis,

Farmington Hills officlals would use
the Tax Increment Finance Authority
{TIFA) act, to set up a spectal taxing
authority to provide funds for road re.
palrs and dralns along the 12 Mlle
stretch,

Normally, school districts recelve
the majority of tax revenue in a munl-

clpality, If TIFA goes into effect, the *

clty will capture most, if not all, of the
future tax revenue in the speclfled
area.

A BIG BONE of contention between
the school board and the clty Is whether
the property value in the designated
area ls decreasing. Hills Clty Manager
Bill Costlck says it is,

“If we can't accommodate the

. growth &long 12 Mile there wiil be a
dei%llne In property value,” Costlck
said,

“We compete with many other com-
munlties who do have adequate road
systems and it's 2 gamble. If we don't
do It now, we may or may not be able
to develop the roads In the future,” he
added.

“Assessed valuation decllne Is cru-
cial," Wallace agrees, “But I think it is
improper to say there has been a prop-
erty value decllne In Farmington
Hills.” .

"“This law, If used properly, could be
very beneflclal for Michigan,” he con-
tinued, "but where the property value

+ hasn't declined, that's Improper use of
the law.”

According to Bill Prisk, assistant su.
perintendent of finance and services
for the school district, TIFA would di-
vert funds from the day-to-day opera-
tion of the achool district.

“There 13 no question about it,” he
said. “Just how much I can't tell unti]
the city finlshes it’s assessment of the
area."

SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT Lew-
is Schulman agrees.

“From the very first sentence, this
act is a vehlcle to take tax dollars from
the school district,” satd Schulman who
will also attend tonlght's meeting.

Costick disa .

“We (the city), are not taking any-

1 thing from the schools," he sald. “This
is all new tax money. The new growth
that comes in will eventually pay for
itself,”

“Promoting economle development
—~— that's for the whole city, including
the schools,”

The designated arca ls a narrow,
3% -mlle-long strip of land bounded by
Haggerty Road and Kendallwood ob
the west and east, and by 12 Mile Road
and 1-896 on the north and south.

Other objectlons to establlsing TIFA
are:

“It (TIFA), will neg

John Relch, spokesman of the S8 Action Group,
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Nazi shouts fall on deafears

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff wrlter

ly impact
Iuture flnances of the school district,”
sald school board Treasurer and
IFlnam:e Committee Chalrman Wal-
lace.

The second i3 the “Inappropriate util.
lzatlon of Publlc Act 450 (TIFA), which
was intended to be used for deterlorat-
ing urban ares,” sald Wallace, at a spe-
cial meeting of the school board last
‘Tuesday evening.

At that meeting, the board voted
unanimously to oppose the clty's posi.
tion at tonight's publlc hearing on
TIFA.

The swastikas, Nazl salutes and ra-
clal slurs were reminlscent of Nazl
Germany.

But there was no round of applause
or evident support for the 12 Nazl
members gathered near Farmington
City Hall Saturday afternoon.

Drawing little more than curiosity,
the appearance of the Nazi group was
more of a photography sesslon for
passersby and motorists than a politi-
cal rally,

“Are they for real?” shouted a young

Floyd

his era

By Joanne Maliszewsk!
statf writer

He's the one most peoplo go to
when they want to know all there is to
know about Farmin;

Calrns, veteran city clerk of Farm-
ington , kmows the answers to
most of the questlons put his way. A
-lifelong resident and clerk for 29
years, he has witcessed the human
foibles and strengths that alded the

T guess I educated myself,” sald
Cairns, 70. “T grew up with the com-
munity, is what happened. -

‘When he leaves the city’s m}fll”y-

his departure will be

With him, he'll be taking & xtrong.
hold of knowledge, facta and the nu-

It's not surprising tha»shtﬂat Floyd ’

‘| ment E:cn A, parture . RANDY BORSY/stafl photographer
j m?umm:s, it wlu!:erald the ead oi Floyd Cairns stands In front of the d: which has
an era for tho clty. synonymous with his name, He soon wiil retire,

man standing across from city hail.
The members of the Security Ser-
vices Action Group, the militant arm of
the Dearborn Heights-based National
Soclalist Party, made thelr scheduled
appearance at 2 p.m., complete with
banners declaring “White Power" and
“Smash Communism.”

River intersectlon, the gathering was
calm and peaceful, cxcept for the ob-
scene gestures and suprised laughter of
passing motarists,

While an elderly man posted himself
with camera across from city ball min-
utes before the van carrying the black
uniformed men and women, more of
the curious slowly gathered with thelr

THE GAT! aceording to
leader John Relch, was aimed at pro-
moting capital punlshment. But thelr
hout-long stay was imbued with raclst
shouts and cants,

With Farmington Pollce posted near
2ll corners of the Liberty and Grand

Hills city
to report

By Joanna Maliszewskl
statf writer

Under a new city polley, the burden
is on Farmington Hills employees to
repart incidents of sexual harassment
and civil rights diserimination.

With little discussion, council adopt-
cd, in a 7-0 vote last week, a policy that
supports Equal Employment Opportu-
nity and prohlbits sexual harassment,

“The city has an affirmative duty to
Investigate complaints of sexual
harassment, and deal appropriately
with offending personnel,” sald Helen
Scott, personnel director, in a report to
couneil.

The sexual harassment and equal op-
portunity policies make it clear what
the clty's position is and what the
rights and responsibllitics of employees
are, sald City Manager Willlam Cos-
tlek,

Although employees are automati.
cally protected under the Civil Rights
Act of 1884, Costick sald the clty's la-
bor attorney Indicated the clty would
be In a stronger legal position If it
adopted formal policies,

Even the SS Action mem-
bers pulled out thelr cameras,

“It’s a blg laugh for me,” sald Larry
Bollella, 2 former Farmington resi-
deot, with camera n hand.

"I didn't find out about thls, I was

driving by and § had a camera,” Bollel-
1a sald. “These guys are cutlandish.”

STANDING NEARBY, two black
men on their way to work atopped to
sce what was happening.

“They’re fn the wrong country,” one
sald, chuckling as he aimed his camera.
“I think they're aick. I think they just
want attention"

While only a few motarists stopped
in the parking lot of city hall for a clos-
er peek at the men and women In black
uniforms and hob-nall boots, others
shouted from their car windows.

employees urged
sex harassment

‘The city has an affirmative duty to
investigate complainis of sexual
harassment, and deal appropriately
with offending personnel.’

— Helen Scott
personnel director

® Submission to this type of conduct
or communlcation is a term or condi-
tion, whether impliclt or explicit, to ob-
taln employment;

® When submission or rejection of
this type of conduet or communication
1s a factor In any employment decision.

® This type of conduct or communl-
catlon has the purpose or effect of sub-
stantlally Interfering with a persoan's
work performance or creating an in-
timidating, hostile, or offensive work
environment,

As with the Equal Employment Op-
portunity policy, employees are asked
to immediately report an incident of

harassament. Once reported, an inves-
tigation will be conducted “immediate-
ly and confidentially.”

Under the policies, any employee
found to have engaged in sexual
harassment or who has discriminated
against an employee according to the
Civil Rights Act of 1084 will be “dlscip- .
Uned up to and including termination.”

‘What the new policiea do s f c
ployer and employee to ;hn-e the re.

In recommending that counci] adopt

what’s.

In ber re-
port that the city “go on record a3 sup-
porting equal employment opportunity,
and prohibitlng conduct which’ results
in the sexual harassment of its female

In August, a federal Jury found in fa-

n Hills em-

ployco who brought sult agalnst the
ity for sex discrimination In job pro-

cxpected to
recelve at least $140,000 in damages
for lost wages, emotional dlstress and
for “reckless disregard” in which the

Under the city's new policy, saxuat | -
harassment s defined as “unwelcomed |’ - HO

re%a‘eluu for sexual
and/or phys!-
cal conduct of a saxual nature when:

Although Oakland County shoveled . It sounds simple encugh.’

ances that turn geographical bounds-  and scraped the snowy maln roads, But within @ month of his appolnt- sponsibilities, Costick sal
ries Into an honest-to-goodness com- * kids did the other roads and “got 30 . ment as the beld an [ o policies, Scott
munity. But be knows that, much for doing IL.” g election. He had absolutely no ldea -

HE’8 8EEN farms give way to sub-‘ changed as much as the - what he was supposed to do.
urban neighborboods; the Detrolt U~ people have. But Calrna is't suprised. Up unti} he became clerk be oper-
ban Railway pulled up for concrete “Someone once sald they were: atsd-a trucking company,
roads; and farmers edged out by pro-  =mazed how I accepted the growth,  down to him from his father, employees.
B wih exch oty about the com- A Thing ot el R IRy . from e e b, ilk et

But with each al com- | on you ) farms o X
monlty's growth and ¢ ent,, "aswell get thobeatofdt” . .- » - Itwas his milk routes that | YoF,0f & former F
Cairns throws In a couple of short [ : L . be eventually turned to a career In
tales about Lhe way thinga-used to be - ALTHOUGH CAIRNS seemingly  government. . = . motion.
mnnduwml;rlm-chuelld:. h.ndlg.h‘hhbwlthmltm'u;- ( "Ou'u)t\m,jmm;m w&g The former employee

" townatlp days, well, vy, i {township) supervisor, He was
let’s face it — thero was more & cow be first dooned.his Bat'as  who 4 40 Tun for t I

Tarmer, the Tars — ol commmenly was dvied B s ce B arygenint from’the
armers, arms - & . d o Tom clty handled the Lasue,

different ball game. L T Catray' fret by for polith J

“The farmers looked out for them- tternweet, B
selves and didn't need a'lot of -ser- — - sexus)
vices . AU Ploase tumtoPage 8 |  fayors, and other ver

-Agendal > ... ... 2A

Cable Connection, . . . 6A
Crossword puzzie . . . .10C -
. "Clasgifleds . .. Sections C-D

Edltorial pago. ... , ,-. 8A
Inside Angles . . . . . . 4A
OralQuarrel .. ... . 8A
+, Shopping Cart .. }-ac

inside ..




